
ICC WCF 
CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN 
ACTIVITIES
27 April 2022 | UNESCAP-WCO-ICC-ADB Webinar on Digitalizing 
Certificates of Origin 



4 Priorities for Action
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Reinforce the role of 
chambers of 
commerce as trade 
facilitation 
organizations 

Harmonize 
certification 
standards and 
processes

Promote role of 
chambers as natural 
agencies in verifying 
origin

Develop new trade service for 
chambers

Our mission



• The main type issued by chambers are 
"Non-Preferential CO", i.e. "ordinary COs" 
which certify that the country of origin of a 
particular product does not qualify for any 
preferential treatment.

• Primarily issued by Chambers of Commerce

Non-Preferential

TWO MAJOR TYPES OF CO

• "Preferential CO" refer to CO which enable 
buyers to claim for a preferential tariff 
treatment when importing the products 
under one of the Schemes of Preferences or 
Free Trade Agreements. e.g. Nafta, 
Commonwealth Preference Certificate. 

• Primarily issued by Customs Authorities and 
Ministries

Preferential



WHAT IS ICC OFFERING?

CO Guidelines CO Accreditation
Chain

CO Verification
website

CO Online 
training



TITLE

• Aim to provide chambers of commerce and 
exporters with updates on new processes, including 
digitalization of the CO process.

• This revised edition:

✓ provides an overview of the latest COs 
developments, notably digitalization;

✓ deals with the issuing procedures for non-
preferential COs;

✓ covers the determination and verification of 
origin;

✓ explains chamber's involvement with 
preferential COs.

Facilitating trade through global 
origin procedures

SECOND EDITION OF THE CO GUIDELINES

Available on https://2go.iccwbo.org/

https://2go.iccwbo.org/


TITLE

• Based on the CO Guidelines, Chambers commit to 
the highest level of quality, implementing 
transparent and accountable verification 
procedures

• Accredited Chambers are allowed to use the ICC 
WCF international quality label on their CO forms, 
which would reinforce their integrity and credibility 
as competent trusted third parties in the issuance 
of COs when goods arrive at the Customs entry 
point

• An accreditation committee has been set up to 
review the applications and approve memberships

International recognition

CO ACCREDITATION CHAIN



WHO ARE THE ACCREDITED MEMBERS?



WHO ARE THE ACCREDITED MEMBERS?

To date, we have:

• 31 countries members in the CO Chain, represented by their National Chambers, 
Austria and Brazil being the latest members

• Total of 733 Chambers around the world issuing annually around 8,5 million COs 
bearing the ICC WCF CO Label.



TITLE

• Launched in January 2014 at the World 
Customs Organization

• Aims to offer Chambers and Customs 
Authorities the possibility to verify the 
authenticity of Certificates of Origin 
online

• An update is sent to Customs 
administrations on annual basis

Security and efficiency

CO VERIFICATION WEBSITE







HOW ARE WE ORGANISED?

An International CO Council

• Set up to enhance and promote the unique position of chambers as issuing agents of 
non-preferential and preferential certificates of origin. The Council is a global forum 
facilitating collaboration between chambers worldwide.

Chair: Martin Van der Weide, Policy Advisor Export and Origin, The Netherlands Chamber of Commerce 
(Netherlands)

Deputy Chair: Luc Dardaud, Manager Trade Facilitation department, Paris Region Chamber of Commerce 
(France)



TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

An Electronic CO Task Force

• Raise the level of acceptability of eCO by stakeholders including Customs 
Administrations, banks for documentary credit clearance, insurance companies and 
importers.

• Provide information and advice to chambers of commerce, especially members of 
the CO Council, about eCOs and the implementation of eCO issuing system.

• Brief chambers of commerce on relevant new developments in the field. For 
example, the Task Force could evaluate the blockchain technology and how it could 
be applied as a useful tool to address challenges to trade digitalisation.



ICC “MINI-GUIDES”

With the support of the CO Chairmanship, ICC has created two mini-guides:

1. To provide guidance to importers and customs authorities on the authenticity of COs, 
to fight against fake documents and to advocate the issue of eCOs

2. To Chambers of commerce who have not yet implemented an electronic CO system, 
explaining why eCO is the way forward (more secured, can be issued automatically) 
and how the CO Chain can help.

➢ It was noted that during the Covid-19 crisis, Chambers who could handle the situation 
were those having already implemented an electronic system for COs

https://iccwbo.org/publication/the-icc-guide-to-authenticate-certificates-of-origin-for-international-business/
https://iccwbo.org/publication/the-icc-guide-to-authenticate-certificates-of-origin-for-chambers-of-commerce/


DIGITALIZING CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN

Digital CO

• Not difficult – most chambers of Commerce do have a system for e-CO’s

• The manual document is more and less changed into a digital document, same 
functionalities

• In the Netherlands 100% e-CO’s, this is the application process online

• No wet / stamps and signatures anymore

• Most documents are still printed by the exporter on his own premises



Challenges

• No one likes changes. We are at 100% e-CO’s in the Netherlands, only reason is 
because it is mandatory.

• If it was not mandatory, we would still have 30 – 40 % manual documents. 

• Without a wet stamp and signature, are the documents accepted ? Even that you 
can proof that they are well accepted, it still is an issue – wrong information coming 
from the importer.

DIGITALIZING CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN



Challenges

• Turning a manual document into a digital document is not complex anymore, on the 
issuing side no more challenges from a technical perspective – best practices and 
guidelines are there to be shared.

• The challenge is the connection between the exporting country and the importing 
country. COs from the Netherlands go to 150 destinations.

• Developments in these destinations – single window, blockchain projects. 

• Interoperability – this is the challenge for the future – not to digitalize the CO

DIGITALIZING CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN



Thank you.
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ABOUT ICC
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is the institutional representative 

of more than 45 million companies in over 100 countries. ICC’s core mission is 

to make business work for everyone, every day, everywhere. Through a unique 

mix of advocacy, solutions and standard setting, we promote international trade, 

responsible business conduct and a global approach to regulation, in addition to 

providing market-leading dispute resolution services. Our members include 

many of the world’s leading companies, SMEs, business associations and local 

chambers of commerce.

www.iccwbo.org Follow us on Twitter: @iccwbo


