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Throughout the summer of 2022, Pakistan has endured severe monsoon rainfall. It has now surpassed 2.9 
times the national 30-year average, and around 33 million persons have been affected by the rains, 
floods, and consequent impacts, such as landslides. While national efforts are underway, international 
solidarity is essential to ensure effective and inclusive recovery. 
 
Conflict and natural disasters displace populations and disrupt essential support mechanisms. Persons 
with disabilities are more vulnerable to changes in access to shelter and vital goods and services. This 
vulnerability is amplified for those facing multiple forms of discrimination, like women and girls with 
disabilities. The 2030 Agenda honours a collective goal to “leave no one behind.” Adhering to this 
principle entails mainstreaming disability in its diversity across international programmes and policies – 
including DRR – and developing targeted initiatives to address the specific needs of persons with 
disabilities. 
 
Co-hosted by the Government of Pakistan, Global Forum on the Leadership of Women and Girls with 
Disabilities, UN Women, the University of Tokyo, the UN DESA Secretariat for the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, this side event will examine the progress made and gaps in the 
realization of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. In a hybrid panel format, the 
discussion will bring together self-advocates and policy experts across the Asia-Pacific region with 
disability-inclusive disaster response and recovery experience on the ground and in international 
organizations. 

 
Accessibility: International Sign Language (ISL) interpretation services will be available, and 

organizers will share visual presentations with participants and audience members beforehand so that 
participants using screen readers may follow along. The in-person meeting space will also be accessible to 
wheelchair users. 



                           

 

 

Side Event Agenda 
 
 

 Activities Timing 
 
 

Abia Akram (Director of Programs, STEP) – Moderator 
 

 
1 MNA Dr. Syeda Shahida Rehmani (Women 

Parliamentary Caucus) – Chairperson 
 

12:30-12:40 PM 

2 Mr. Shehzad Khan (Director IC, Ministry of Human 
Rights) – Keynote Speaker  
 

12:40-12:50 PM 

3 Ms. Dwi Aryani – Discussion on inclusion of women 
with disabilities 
 

12:50-13:00 PM 

4 Ms. Risnawati Utami (Member, CRPD Committee) – 
Discussion on inclusion of women with disabilities 
 

13:00-13:10 PM 

5 Ms. Pratima Gurung – Discussion on inclusion of 
women with disabilities 
 

13:10-13:20 PM 

6 Dr. Takashi Izutsu (Founder, University of Tokyo 
Komaba Organization for Educational Excellence) – 
Keynote Speaker  
 

13:20-13:30 PM 

7 Mr. Atif Sheikh (Founder, STEP) – Keynote Speaker  
 

13:30-13:40 PM 

8 Dr. Monjurul Kabir (UN Women) – Keynote Speaker  
 

13:40-13:50 PM  
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