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Purpose 
The Technical Guidance on Ocean Accounting is a collaborative work product developed through the 
Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP), co-chaired by UN ESCAP and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
using input from an interdisciplinary team of scientists, statisticians, economists, and policy experts. 
GOAP’s goal is to leverage a coordination and communication structure among member institutions (e.g., 
academia, government, international organizations) to support holistic ocean accounts that integrate 
environment, economic, and social statistics. In support of this, the Technical Guidance, currently still in 
draft form, describes a statistical framework for ocean accounting through review of foundational 
material on ocean accounts and data, guidance for the process of compiling ocean accounts, and a 
research agenda for ocean accounting. The Technical Guidance will therefore provide support to countries 
planning to implement ocean accounts. 

What aspect of the National Statistical System is strengthened by this tool? 
• Integration of statistics development with national development policies and
plans (Declaration commitment a)
• Specification of the roles and responsibilities of the national statistical system and improvement
of coordination among statistical units of governments (Declaration commitment d)
• Expanded use of official statistics for evidence-based policymaking and transparent
governance (Declaration commitment h)

What part of the regional Collective Vision and Framework for Action does this tool support? 
Action area A: Engaging users and investing in statistics and Action Area C: Integrated statistics 
for integrated analysis. 

Experiences to date 
The Technical Guidance is currently in draft form (version 0.9) and comments received on the 
consultation draft are being compiled and incorporated in preparation of version 1.0. While there has 
consequently been limited application of the Technical Guidance in practice, international organizations 
and countries are noting the Technical Guidance in their discussions of ocean accounting. As it is 
anticipated to provide support for conceptual and practical development of ocean accounting and SEEA 
Ocean, through input to the working group on ocean accounting recently supported by the UN 
Statistical Commission, additional country experiences using this Technical Guidance are expected in the 
near future. 

Where can I find more information? 

• Draft Technical Guidance Status and Versions

• Side Event to the 2021 UN Statistical Commission: “From Experimental Ocean Accounts to SEEA 
Ocean”

o Programme and Session Recording
o Decisions of UN Statistical Commission Draft Decisions

https://www.oceanaccounts.org/technical-guidance-on-ocean-accounting-2/
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/experimental-ocean-accounts-seea-ocean
https://www.oceanaccounts.org/technical-guidance-on-ocean-accounting-2/
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/experimental-ocean-accounts-seea-ocean
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/52nd-session/documents/decisions/Draft-Decisions-Final-10March2021.pdf

