
Title
National Statistical Systems (NSS) Review Tool

Purpose 
The NSS Review Tool supports comprehensive analysis of the institutional, organizational and 
technical capacity of a country to produce and disseminate official statistics that comply with 
international standards and recommendations.  

An NSS Review covers all agencies of the national statistical system, typically a central statistical 
office and other major producers of official statistics in the country. The Review takes stock and 
assesses the capacity of the national statistical system to meet demands for official statistics and 
puts forward recommendations for improvement.  

The NSS Review Tool is a qualitative, structured questionnaire which through dialogue is tailored 
to the needs of the statistical system under review. The Tool guides preparations for the Review 
and structures consultations between the review team and the national statistical system during 
the Review. 

What aspect of the National Statistical System is strengthened by this tool? 
• Integration of statistics development with national development policies and

plans (Declaration commitment a)
• Establishment of a high-level advisory body to support the development and monitoring of a

system-wide statistical programme responding to users’ needs (Declaration commitment c)
• Specification of the roles and responsibilities of the national statistical system and improvement of

coordination among statistical units of governments (Declaration commitment d)
• Empowerment of the heads of national statistical offices (Declaration commitment e)
• Strengthening of legislative provisions and institutional mechanisms to enable national statistical

systems to take advantage of new data, data sharing and innovative technologies (Declaration
commitment f)

• Advocacy for the expanded use of official statistics for evidence-based policymaking and
transparent governance (Declaration commitment h)

What part of the regional Collective Vision and Framework for Action does this tool support? 
Action area A: Engaging users and investing in statistics  
Action area B: Assuring quality and instilling trust in statistics 

Experiences to date 
The ESCAP NSS Review Tool has been applied by the Maldives and Sri Lanka for reviews of their national 
statistical systems. The Tool is an adaptation to the Asia-Pacific context of the tool used for “Global 
Assessments” of national statistical systems in South-East and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and Central 
Asia.  



The Maldives have documented their experience with the Tool here: 
https://www.unescap.org/resources/reviewing-national-statistical-system-maldives-2020 

Where can I find more information? 

• NSS review in the Maldives (report): http://statisticsmaldives.gov.mv/nbs/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/NSS-Review-Report-Maldives-FINAL.pdf 

• NSS review in Sri Lanka (report): 
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/Resource/refference/SriLankaNSSReviewReport 

• NSS review in the Maldives (process and results): https://www.unescap.org/resources/reviewing-
national-statistical-system-maldives-2020 

• Stats Café where experiences with NSS Reviews in the Maldives and Sri Lanka were shared: 
https://www.unescap.org/events/asia-pacific-stats-cafe-series-good-bad-and-ugly-revelations-
reviews-national-statistical 

• Inter-regional seminar on NSS reviews in Small Island Developing States (presentation of the NSS 
Review Tool, country experiences): 
https://www.unescap.org/events/inter-regional-seminar-national-statistical-systems-reviews-
small-island-developing-states 
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