
 

1 
 

 

Expert Group Meeting on Technology for Active Ageing  

6 May 2021, 16:30 to 18:00 (Korea time, GMT +9) 

Concept Note 
 

Background 
 
Asia and the Pacific is experiencing a rapid demographic transition towards an ageing population. 
While rising life expectancy is one of humanity’s major achievements, population ageing presents 
unprecedented economic and social challenges. The devastating socio-economic impact of 
COVID-19 on older persons further highlights the need to provide better support to older persons 
and their families during times of crisis and emergency. 
 
To overcome the challenges and grasp the opportunities presented by ageing societies, the Madrid 
International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) offers a comprehensive action plan and calls for 
embracing the potential of the ageing population as a basis for future development. To implement 
the MIPAA, business as usual will not work and innovative solutions are required. While the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development positioned Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) as key 
means of implementation of the SDGs, STI also plays an important role in the implementation of 
the MIPAA. 
 
Given the rapid ageing in East and North-East Asia and the advanced development of technology 
for active ageing in China, Japan and the Republic of Korea, ESCAP, in partnership with China 
National Committee on Ageing, China Research Center on Ageing, Japan Center for International 
Exchange, Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology, Our Hong Kong Foundation and 
United Nations Population Fund China, has conducted a study to identify good practices on 
utilizing technology to support older persons and effective policy interventions in promoting the 
development of technology for ageing societies. 
 
A publication, “Leveraging Technology for the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing: 
Experiences of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea”, produced from the joint study draws on 
the experiences of the three countries to mutually share and support other member States in the 
region in customizing the use of technology for active ageing as well as formulating forward-
looking policies based on national contexts, thereby accelerating the implementation of the 
MIPAA. The publication and this Meeting are expected to provide timely contributions to the 
fourth review and appraisal of the MIPAA as the national processes start this year. 

 
Objectives 
 
The Meeting is intended to achieve the following objectives: 

• Promote the sharing of experiences and good practices on harnessing technology to 
support older persons, especially on socio-economic participation and health and well-
being 

• Support the development of national policy framework and regional cooperation on 
technology for active ageing 

• Discuss specific area for further actions to accelerate the implementation of the MIPAA 
with the help of technology 
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Modality 
 
The Meeting will be conducted on MS Teams. The Meeting will be organized in connection with 

the first consultation of ESCAP member States on the Asia-Pacific Fourth Review and Appraisal 

of the MIPAA to be held on 6 and 7 May 2021. 

 
Tentative Programme 
 
16:30 – 16:45 
 

Opening 
● Mr. Ganbold Baasanjav, Head, East and North-East Asia Office, ESCAP 
● Mr. Srinivas Tata, Director, Social Development Division, ESCAP 

 
Remarks by representatives from partner institutions 

● Dr. Yushao Wu, Vice President, China National Committee on Ageing 
● Mr. Akio Okawara, President & CEO, Japan Center for International 

Exchange 
● Prof. Man-Sung Yim, Associate Vice President of International Office, 

Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology 
● Mr. Stephen Wong, Executive Director of Public Policy Institute, Our 

Hong Kong Foundation 
 
Launch of the report “Leveraging Technology for the Madrid International 
Plan of Action on Ageing: Experiences of China, Japan and the Republic of 
Korea” 

16:45 – 17:20 Session I: Harnessing Technology to Support Older Persons and Accelerate 
the Implementation of the MIPAA 
 
This session will discuss how technology could be utilized to support older 
persons under the three priority directions of the MIPAA, with reference to the 
case studies in the report. 

 
Moderator: Mr. Kiyoung Ko, Director, Asian and Pacific Training Centre for 
Information and Communication Technology for Development, ESCAP 
 
Speakers:  

● Ms. Yanyan Wei, Researcher, China Research Center on Ageing 
● Ms. Momoko Abe, Program Officer, Japan Center for International 

Exchange 
● Ms. Moon Jeong Choi, Associate Professor, Korea Advanced Institute of 

Science and Technology 
 
Q&As and discussion 
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17:20 – 18:00 Session II: Strengthening Policy Support and Regional Cooperation on 
Technology for Active Ageing 
 
This session will explore how national policy and regional cooperation could 
promote the development of technology for ageing societies, in connection with 
the MIPAA national and regional review processes. 
 
Moderator: Ms. Sabine Henning, Chief, Sustainable Demographic Section, Social 
Development Division, ESCAP 
 
Speakers:  

● Mr. Kenny Shui, Assistant Research Director, Our Hong Kong 
Foundation 

● Mr. Sangmin Nam, Deputy Head, East and North-East Asia Office, 
ESCAP 

 
Q&As and discussion 

18:00 Closing 
● Mr. Ganbold Baasanjav, Head, East and North-East Asia Office, ESCAP 

 


