
   
 

   
 

Exercise 8: Writing up your death registration completeness 

inequality findings for policy makers  

Day 4: Friday, 5 August 2022, 11:00-13:00 (Bangkok Time)  

1. After researching data quality and doing some edits on revised data, below is Poplandia’s final 

graph and table for death registration completeness by sex, age group, and ethnicity. Write 

three bullet points summarizing what you think are the key takeaways from the analysis: 

a. Children under age 1 are the least likely to have their deaths registered, especially 

indigenous children. Just 1 in 3 indigenous infants have their deaths registered 

compared to {90%} of the adult population. 

b. Indigenous women are the most under-registered adult group  

c. Indigenous males and females have lower rates of registration across all age groups 

compared to their Marzian counterparts. 
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Poplandia death registration completeness, 2018 

Row Labels 
Indigenous 

Female 
Indigenous 

Male 
Marzian 
Female Marzian Male 

<1 32% 32% 65% 67% 

1-4 50% 60% 100% 99% 

5-9 56% 57% 90% 80% 

10-14 57% 53% 100% 90% 

15-19 60% 70% 89% 100% 

20-24 63% 64% 78% 101% 

25-29 48% 76% 100% 83% 

30-34 64% 87% 88% 97% 

35-39 75% 79% 81% 85% 

40-44 63% 85% 87% 100% 

45-49 71% 90% 95% 96% 

50-54 66% 78% 90% 100% 

55-59 60% 82% 97% 97% 

60-64 60% 72% 84% 101% 

65-69 66% 69% 96% 100% 

70-74 61% 73% 94% 97% 

75-79 52% 62% 98% 92% 

80-84 58% 59% 87% 92% 

85-89 65% 65% 96% 100% 

90+ 82% 78% 86% 83% 

Grand Total 62% 70% 93% 97% 
 

2. Now write 3 bullet points for why each of the above is important 

a. If we don’t capture the full extent of infant mortality, we cannot know how many 

children are dying and what they are dying from in order to prevent future similar 

deaths. We will not be able to improve the health and well-being of indigenous infants 

without this critical information. 

b. Women and men die of different causes, and without complete death data for women, 

especially indigenous women who {experience increased rates of non-communicable 

diseases such as diabetes and face barriers to access healthcare}, we cannot know which 

public health services are most needed to improve health and increase longevity in this 

population.  

c. We cannot improve the higher mortality rates we see in the Indigenous population 

without complete death registration data. It is important to bridge this data gap so we 

can monitor the effectiveness of public health programs and policies targeting the 

Indigenous population. 



   
 

   
 

3. Next write what the key 1-2 policy recommendations are for each of the key point above 

 

a. A regulation should be enacted to require health facilities to report all deaths to the civil 

registry office. Electronic linkages through databases should be the ultimate goal to 

capture those deaths least likely to be registered, such as indigenous infant deaths.  

b. Awareness-raising and targeted campaigns for indigenous populations are needed to 

improve registration, especially among indigenous women. 

c. Civil registry offices should be located in every town with a population of {20,000} or 

more. Increased mobile registration is needed to service those populations more than 

{10km} from a civil registration office. 

 

4. Are there any areas where future research may be required? Any absolutely critical caveats that 

should be included? Write 1-2 bullet points for anything you think should be recommended. 

 

a. Funds should be allocated for further research into why there are sex differentials in 

registration. Focus groups for understanding barriers and cultural beliefs are needed to 

inform interventions to improve registration among women as well as infant death 

registration.  

b. Further research is needed to understand aside from geographical access, what are the 

cultural or other factors that may be preventing Indigenous populations from registering 

their deaths, especially infant and women’s deaths. 

 

5. If Poplandia only had budget and resources to focus on one policy intervention, what do you 

think is the most important? What key point should they focus on and what intervention would 

make the most difference? Consider what would benefit the most people or what might make 

the most difference. There is more than one “right” answer here, but it may be helpful to select 

one of the themes from the last 3 questions. 

 

a. What key point should Poplandia focus on and what intervention would make the most 

difference? 

Improving death registration among the indigenous population, especially indigenous 

women, would have the greatest impact on death registration completeness. 

 

b. Using the 3 points from above, write 3-5 sentences summarizing: 

i. What the main issue is 

ii. Why it matters 

iii. What is the primary recommendation to address it, and/or 

iv. Any future research needed to understand more 

v. Bonus: Feel free to make a graph, figure, infographic or chart relaying your 

information 



   
 

   
 

The Indigenous population suffers disproportionately from {non-communicable diseases such as heart 

disease and diabetes}, however death registration completeness is lower across all age groups in the 

Indigenous population compared to their Marzian counterparts. Death registration data is critical for 

monitoring the effectiveness of public health programs and policies to improve the differentials in 

mortality seen in the Indigenous population, and to inform interventions to prevent similar deaths in the 

future. Without this data, we cannot effectively improve the health situation of Indigenous 

communities. 

 

 

As much as {80%} of Indigenous communities live in remote areas, many of which are more than {20km} 

from civil registration centers. Greater access to civil registration centers is critically needed. {{Increasing 

access so that {80%} of the Poplandia population lives within {10km} of a civil registration office could 

increase death registration gap among the Indigenous population by as much {50%}.}} Provinces with no 

registration offices, such as the Eastern Province and Eastern Isle, should be prioritized for increased 

access.  

Further, {village chiefs} in Indigenous communities should be engaged to support awareness raising, and 

planning of instituting civil registration offices. A dedicated budget towards funding awareness 

campaigns and mobile outreach to improve death registration within the Indigenous community should 

be considered to increase registration in the interim.  
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