
   
 

   
 

Exercise 6: Interpreting results from disaggregated birth registration 

completeness calculations  

Day 3: Thursday, 4 August 2022, 11:00-14:00 (Bangkok Time)  

1. Poplandia would like to look at birth registration completeness by mother’s age and ethnicity to 

see if there are sex differentials in registration.  

 

a. Assuming data quality is acceptable, what do the following results mean? 

 

Mother's 
age 

Indigenous Marzian 

Male Female Male Female 

15 - 19 60% 61% 93% 92% 

20 - 24 70% 70% 99% 99% 

25 - 29 92% 91% 100% 99% 

30 - 34 93% 93% 99% 100% 

35 - 39 92% 91% 98% 98% 

40 - 44 80% 81% 99% 100% 

45 - 49 81% 81% 99% 99% 

Total 89% 89% 99% 100% 
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These results indicate there is no sex differential in registration by mother’s age or 

ethnicity. While there is a +/-1% difference in some cases, this is not enough to imply 

strong sex differentials. We would expect to see a small level of variation between the 

different groups. 

 

b. What are the policy implications of these results? 

 

Policy interventions should be focus on bridging the gap between registration 

differentials between ethnicities and on improving registration among young and older 

and mothers. There is no need for education or awareness around registering female 

versus male births based on this data, other factors are at play for the births that are not 

being registered. 

 

 

c. Is any further investigation needed in this area? 

 

Poplandia should continue analyzing sex different in registration in the future to ensure 

there are no differential‘s and that this is a consistent finding over time. The next 

inequality assessment should also include a similar analysis which would help 

substantiate findings. 

 

2. Poplandia also performed analysis by province and ethnicity of birth registration completeness 

to better understand if geographical location, access, or ethnicity was affecting registration 

rates. 

  

a. Based on the figure below and the map underneath of registration offices, what can you 

say about birth registration completeness and ethnicity and or access? 
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We can see in the capital and the western provinces that have many registration 

offices, that registration is relatively high for both ethnicities. However, indigenous 

person still have lower rates than Marzians, implying there may be underlying factors 

such as lack of access for mothers and fathers to their own birth certificates or other 

paperwork necessary for registration, or just general awareness about the importance 

of registration may be low in the Indigenous culture.  

In the provinces with no registration offices, we can see that registration rates are 

lower for both ethnicities, implying that access is a major problem in these areas. 

However, Marzians still have higher rates than the Indigenous population, implying 

that there are also cultural factors at play. 

 

b. What are the policy implications of these results? 

 

Policy interventions should focus on improving access to registration in the Eastern 

regions and outer islands. This will benefit all persons. Interventions should also focus 

on bridging the gap between Indigenous and Marzian populations and understanding 

why Indigenous registration is lower and what cultural or social factors may be at play. 

 

 

3. Is any further investigation needed in this area? 

 

Further investigation is needed to understand why the indigenous population has lower rates of 

registration. Is it because they have less access to the paperwork needed to register their births? Is it 

because there is a low level of awareness about the importance of registration? Are there cost or 

transportation barriers that are prohibitive? All of these have their own policy interventions so better 

understanding into why the differential exists is needed to inform policy. 


