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Concept Note  

Development of National SDG 7 Roadmap to Achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the Paris Agreement 

Background 

Pursuant to the Ministerial Declaration of the 2nd Asian and Pacific Energy Forum (April 2018, 

Bangkok) and the Commission Resolution 74/9 which endorsed its outcomes, the Secretariat has 

been mandated to support member States in developing national Sustainable Development Goal 

7 (SDG7) roadmaps to help achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris 

Agreement. This has also garnered the support of the Committee on Energy in its Second Session, 

with recommendations to expand the number of countries being supported to develop SDG7 

roadmaps.  

Transitioning the energy sector to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 

objectives of the Paris Agreement presents a complex and challenging task for policymakers. It 

needs to ensure a sustained economic growth, respond to increasing energy demand, reduce 

emissions and, more importantly, consider and capitalize on the interlinkages between SDG7 and 

other SDGs. In this connection, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 

and the Pacific (ESCAP) has developed the National Expert SDG Tool for Energy Planning 

(NEXSTEP). This tool enables policymakers to make informed policy decisions to support the 

achievement of the SDG7 targets as well as emission reduction targets (NDCs).  

The NEXSTEP tool is now being used to support countries in the region, upon their request, to 

develop their national SDG7 roadmaps. The program has been broadened to include city and 

subnational roadmaps. Ten roadmaps have been completed to date and several others are under 

development. In some countries, the roadmap has contributed to the development of national 

policies and strategies, while others are exploring avenues to mainstream roadmap 

recommendations into existing energy plans and policies. 

The roadmap development process has been an important learning experience – for both ESCAP 

and participating countries and cities. The unique characteristic of this initiative is that each 

roadmap has been developed with a rigorous participatory approach and governments have taken 

full ownership of their roadmaps. Capacity building of policymakers has been an integral part of 

the process which aims to ensure that policymakers can make adjustments and monitor the 

progress of implementation of recommendations form the roadmap.  

Lessons learned from countries that have completed their national roadmaps would offer a wealth 

of knowledge for other countries in the region in their efforts to achieve SDG7. It is also important 

to discuss challenges and opportunities from the works that have been completed and how the 

process could be improved in future to make the roadmaps more appropriate and impactful for 

countries.  
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Energy Efficiency and Cleaner Use of Fossil Fuels (EWG-SDG7) is a useful platform to facilitate 

such discussion and sharing of information, as well as identify avenues for improvement of the 

initiative which will offer the future direction of the Secretariat. 

 

Objectives 

• Update participants on the application of the NEXSTEP tool and the progress of SDG7 

roadmap development.  

• Share lessons learned from NEXSTEP participating countries on challenges, opportunities 

and the plans for implementation of the SDG7 roadmap recommendations.  

• Discuss issues and concerns in developing SDG7 roadmaps and identify how to further 

improve the initiative to make it more effective and impactful for countries as well as the 

region. 

• Discuss the applicability of the NEXSTEP tool to support other developments, including 

the potential to undertake net zero carbon emission analysis and integrate with post-

COVID-19 recovery planning for building back better and greener.  

 

Expected Outcomes 

Enhanced activities on plan and policy development in the Asia-Pacific region to support the 

achievement of SDG 7 and NDCs for the entire region. 

 

Organization 

The meeting will be organized in two sessions on 28 October 2021, from 9:00 to 11:00 hrs. 

(session 1) and from 13:00 to 15:00 hrs. (session 2) (GMT+7).  

Microsoft Teams will be used as the e-Conference platform. Meeting language is English.  

 

For participation, please register via this link: https://forms.office.com/r/bcU123TU2e 

For further information, please contact Mr Michael Williamson, Chief of Section, Energy Division 

(e-mail: williamson@un.org ) 
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Draft Agenda 28 October 2021 

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome remarks  

Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations 

and the Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 

the Pacific (UN ESCAP) 

 

Hon. Mr. Jone Usamate, Minister for Infrastructure and Meteorological Services 

Government of Fiji 

 

H.E. Mr. Ganesh Prasad Dhakal, Ambassador, Embassy of Nepal  

Vice Chair of the Committee on Energy 

1st session Co-chair: Mr. Mikaela Belena, Director, Department of Energy, Ministry of 

Infrastructure and Meteorological Services, Fiji 

09:15 – 09:20 Introduction and scene setting 

Mr. Hongpeng Liu, Director, Energy Division, ESCAP 

09:20 – 09:30 Progress of SDG 7 roadmap development  

Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, ESCAP 

09:30 – 10:30 Country perspectives on lessons learned from development of SDG 7 roadmaps  

Representatives of countries and cities which have participated in SDG7 roadmap 

development invited to offer insights from their experiences and lessons learnt 

through the process.  

• Tonga 

• Fiji 

• Indonesia  

• Lao PDR 

• Georgia 

• Viet Nam 

• Nepal 

• Kyrgyzstan  

• Iskandar Malaysia 

• City of Cauayan 

• City of Jakarta 

 

10:30 – 11:00 Challenges and opportunities in developing SDG 7 roadmap, and common 

recommendations across countries.  

Participants will reflect on the national experiences and identify the overlaps 

between national roadmap recommendations; drawing together common regional 

needs for capacity development or further analytical work.  

 

Facilitated by Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, ESCAP 

11:00 – 13:00 Break 

2nd session Co-chair: Mr Lekh Nath Gautam, DPR and Counsellor of Embassy of Nepal 

13:00 – 13:10 Introduction and scene setting 

Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, ESCAP 

13:10 - 13:20 Beyond 2030 - potential for the NEXSTEP tool to undertake broader analysis 

of the energy sector and post-COVID-19 recovery. 

Mr. Anis Zaman, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP 

13:20 – 13:40 Expert presentations: 

1. Integrating COVID recovery and net zero 

emissions into energy scenarios. 



4

 

  

Stockholm Environment Institute representative TBC  

2. Carbon Neutral Plan for China 

Ms Araceli Fernandez Pales, Head of Technology Innovation Unit, Energy 

Technology Policy Division, IEA 

13:40 – 14:00 Open discussion 

14:00 – 14:50 Further improvement of the NEXSTEP tool, the roadmap development process 

and follow up on recommendations. 

Participants offer advice and perspectives on how the secretariat can continue its 

support to member States plan for achievement of SDG 7 using the NEXSTEP tool; 

and how the recommendations of completed roadmaps can be followed up.  

 

Facilitated by Mr. Anis Zaman, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP 

14:50 – 15:00 Wrap up and closing 

Mr. Hongpeng Liu, Director, Energy Division, ESCAP 

 


