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profiles and support activities** 

Summary 

The present information document describes subregional partnerships, 

United Nations and non-United Nations development partners actively supporting 

countries in Asia and the Pacific for improvements of civil registration and vital 

statistics systems. The key activities and thematic focus for the first half 

(2015–2020) of the Asia and Pacific Civil Registration Vital Statistics Decade are 

outlined. 

In addition, the document includes an overview of partners’ activities by 

thematic area and the type of support given to each member and associate member 

of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 

 I. Subregional partnerships supporting civil registration 

and vital statistics development in the Asia-Pacific region 

 A. Brisbane Accord Group 

1. The Brisbane Accord Group is a consortium of development partners 

formed in 2010, that supports Pacific island countries in improving civil 

registration and vital statistics systems. Brisbane Accord Group’s work is 

guided by the Pacific Vital Statistics Action Plan.1 Members of Brisbane 

Accord Group currently include the Pacific Community, the World Health 

Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Australian Bureau of Statistics, 

 
* ESCAP/MCCRVS/2021/L.1. 

** The present document is being issued without formal editing. 

1 See https://sdd.spc.int/brisbane-accord-group-bag. 

https://sdd.spc.int/brisbane-accord-group-bag
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the Pacific Health Information Network, the Queensland University of 

Technology, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP), the Pacific Civil Registrars Network, the Fiji National University, 

the University of Melbourne, the University of Queensland, and the University 

of New South Wales. The Brisbane Accord Group holds annual meetings to 

review the work undertaken by members towards supporting the civil 

registration and vital statistics work programme, to also prioritise 

commitments and resources, and reviews progress against commitments made 

by Pacific countries towards the Regional Action Framework for Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific in line with the Asia 

and Pacific Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Decade (2015–2024). 

2. The Brisbane Accord Group supports countries in building capacity to 

enable efficient implementation of different components of the civil 

registration and vital statistics plan, including; for example, development of 

regional best practice guidelines and support to countries in areas such as 

legislation, data sharing, and information technology systems; creating 

awareness and promoting use of the United Nations Principles and 

Recommendations for Vital Statistics Systems2; capacity building for the 

analysis and interpretation of civil registration data, medical certification of 

causes of death and statistical coding of cause of death. The Brisbane Accord 

Group also mobilises south-south collaboration and holds thematic workshops. 

 B. Civil Registration Professionals of South Asia 

3. The Civil Registration Professionals of South Asia involves civil 

registrars of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 

Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Following an initial meeting in 2018 in Kathmandu, 

and electronic discussions, a second Civil Registration Professionals of South 

Asia meeting took place in November 2019 in Maldives. The meeting was 

jointly organised by ESCAP and the UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia 

and hosted by the Department of National Registration of the Government of 

Maldives. Participants shared country experiences and innovative practices. 

They had in-depth discussions on legislative frameworks for civil registration 

and vital statistics and discussed how to adapt standards and guidance from the 

Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the CDC 

Foundation and the Vital Strategies to the particular context of South Asian 

countries.3 A toolkit designed to enable country legal experts to conduct a civil 

registration and vital statistics legal and regulatory review was introduced and 

has been applied in Bangladesh.4 There were also discussions on good 

practices in relation to civil registration and vital statistics and legal identity 

with guidance materials available from the United Nations Statistics Division. 

Both the face-to-face meetings have resulted in compendiums discussing key 

issues of civil registration and vital statistics improvements in South Asia. 

 
2 United Nations Principles and Recommendations for Vital Statistics Systems, 

Revision 2 (United Nations Publication, 2001). 

3 See https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/standards-and-

methods/?search=&Id=&Desc=Civil+Registration+and+Vital+Statistics&Title=&Ye

ar=&topics=. 

4 See https://advocacyincubator.org/d4hcrvslegalreviewtoolkit/. 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/standards-and-methods/?search=&Id=&Desc=Civil+Registration+and+Vital+Statistics&Title=&Year=&topics=
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/standards-and-methods/?search=&Id=&Desc=Civil+Registration+and+Vital+Statistics&Title=&Year=&topics=
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/standards-and-methods/?search=&Id=&Desc=Civil+Registration+and+Vital+Statistics&Title=&Year=&topics=
https://advocacyincubator.org/d4hcrvslegalreviewtoolkit/
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 C. Pacific Civil Registrars Network 

4. The Pacific Civil Registrars Network5 was formed following a regional 

meeting of civil registrars organized by ESCAP and UNICEF in 2014. The 

goal of the Pacific Civil Registrars Network is to provide opportunities to share 

information, lessons learned and good practices with regard to civil 

registration. Secretariat support is provided by the Registrar General of 

New Zealand. The group enables sharing of experiences and fosters 

coordination and integration of civil registrars’ input into the implementation 

of the Pacific Vital Statistics Action Plan and the Regional Action Framework 

for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific. The Pacific 

Civil Registrars Network is supported by the Brisbane Accord Group (see 

above). 

5. The Pacific Civil Registrars Network actively engages with private 

sector and business partners which have an interest in civil registration, such 

as information technology vendors, suppliers of document security products, 

and online genealogy businesses. The network provides a useful ‘arm’s length’ 

mechanism for United Nations and other agencies to engage with these 

important players in the wider civil registration and vital statistics ecosystem. 

 D. Pacific Community 

6. The Pacific Community is the Secretariat of the Brisbane Accord Group 

in support of civil registration and vital statistics systems strengthening. The 

Pacific Community supports Pacific countries through its Pacific Vital 

Statistics Action Plan6 and works with countries to undertake an assessment of 

their collection and reporting systems for births, deaths and causes-of-death. 

For example, it supported the civil registration and vital statistics committee of 

Papua New Guinea to commission the first comprehensive assessment of the 

civil registration and vital statistics system published in 2019.7 Following the 

assessment, the information is being used to develop a multi-sectoral 

country-specific civil registration and vital statistics improvement plan. 

 E. Asia eHealth Information Network 

7. The Asia eHealth Information Network is a collaboration of digital 

health advocates created by the WHO in 2011 to help Asian countries with 

digital health development. From seven members in six countries, the Asia 

eHealth Information Network has now expanded to more than one thousand 

members and more than twenty developing partners in twenty-five countries. 

8. It has helped build capacity in the region by laying down national health 

information foundations: governance, architecture, programme management, 

standards and interoperability. The Asia eHealth Information Network has four 

strategic areas: enhance leadership and governance for digital health; offer 

capacity-building for digital health (Mind the GAPS), civil registration and 

vital statistics and people identity; create opportunities for knowledge 

 
5 See https://sdd.spc.int/pacific-civil-registrars-network-pcrn. 

6 Pacific Community, The Pacific Vital Statistics Action Plan (PVSAP) (Noumea, 

New Caledonia, Pacific Community, 2017). Available at 

https://sdd.spc.int/digital_library/pacific-vital-statistics-action-plan-pvsap. 

7 Pacific Community, Papua New Guinea: Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 

System Assessment 2019 (Noumea, New Caledonia, Pacific Community, 2020). 

Available at https://sdd.spc.int/digital_library/papua-new-guinea-civil-registration-

and-vital-statistics-system-assessment-2019. 

https://sdd.spc.int/pacific-civil-registrars-network-pcrn
https://sdd.spc.int/digital_library/pacific-vital-statistics-action-plan-pvsap
https://sdd.spc.int/digital_library/papua-new-guinea-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-system-assessment-2019
https://sdd.spc.int/digital_library/papua-new-guinea-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-system-assessment-2019
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exchange and resource sharing; and achieve interoperability through 

appropriate use of standards. 

 II. United Nations partners supporting civil registration and 

vital statistics development in the Asia-Pacific region 

 A. United Nations Development Programme 

9. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), as a co-chair 

of the United Nations Legal Identity Task Force, plays a leading role in 

implementation of the United Nations Legal Identity Agenda, which aims to 

support Member States to build holistic, country-owned, sustainable civil 

registration, vital statistics and identity management systems. Central to this 

concept is assisting Member States envisage one holistic legal identity system 

from birth to death, where adult national identity registers and national identity 

card schemes are linked to the core civil register system that records births and 

deaths, in a manner that comprehensively respects privacy and protects 

personal data. 

10. At country level, UNDP has been engaged with various projects 

supporting civil registration, national identification cards and legal identity in 

general. UNDP has recently assisted in the development and rollout of national 

identity register/card schemes, or in the provision of providing some forms of 

assistance in specific tasks related to the rollout of such systems globally. The 

support is channelled through UNDP country offices. In the Asia-Pacific 

region; for example, UNDP is supporting civil registration reform in 

Tajikistan.8 UNDP supported reforms included legal amendments to the civil 

registration system that shifted the financial burden of birth registration away 

from families. Since July 2019, birth registration has been provided free of 

charge if children are registered within three months after birth. 

11. At the same time, the transition to an electronic registration system has 

significantly reduced the time and effort required to register a vital event. Also, 

as a part of its electoral assistance projects, UNDP has been supporting more 

than forty Member States to strengthen their voter registration processes in the 

last fifteen years. The unique experience of UNDP in national and functional 

registries can contribute to strengthening the legal, operational, financial and 

administrative environment surrounding core civil registries, vital statistics 

systems and wider identity management schemes. 

 B. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

12. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific is the 

regional development arm of the United Nations in Asia and the Pacific. 

Through its broad mandate of social and economic development, its convening 

power and the expertise found in the Statistics Division and Statistical Institute 

for Asia and the Pacific, ESCAP serves as a key facilitator and hub for civil 

registration and vital statistics activities in the region. 

13. The Commission offers a comprehensive and broad multilateral 

platform to promote civil registration and vital statistics as a central 

development issue at the national, regional and global level. The ESCAP 

 
8 UNDP, “Free birth registration and why it matters. Civil Registration Reform in 

Tajikistan”, 26 November 2019. Available at 

www.tj.undp.org/content/tajikistan/en/home/presscenter/stories/2019/free-birth-

registration--and-why-it-matters--civil-registration-.html. 

http://www.tj.undp.org/content/tajikistan/en/home/presscenter/stories/2019/free-birth-registration--and-why-it-matters--civil-registration-.html
http://www.tj.undp.org/content/tajikistan/en/home/presscenter/stories/2019/free-birth-registration--and-why-it-matters--civil-registration-.html
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secretariat is working with Member States and a range of development partners 

to improve civil registration and vital statistics systems for the betterment of 

rights, governance and data. Some of the specific activities include: 

(a) Functioning as the secretariat for the Regional Steering Group on 

Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific and support the 

work of its members in providing guidance for the implementation of the 

Regional Action Framework on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia 

and the Pacific; 

(b) Promoting coordinated support by development partners to 

Member States through convening the Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 

Partnership for Asia and the Pacific and disseminating relevant knowledge 

products and tools; 

(c) Promoting the “Get Every One in the Picture” regional initiative 

and enhancing awareness and commitment by governments, civil society and 

the international community to invest in strengthening civil registration and 

vital statistics systems for good governance, ensuring individuals have legal 

documentation to claim identity, securing basic human rights and providing a 

continuous source of key development data; 

(d) Technical support and capacity building activities on the 

production of vital statistics based on civil registration records, registration 

completeness assessments, as well as support for countries to complete the 

implantation steps in the Regional Action Framework for Civil Registration 

and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific. 

 C. United Nations Population Fund 

14. The United Nations Population Fund is an international development 

agency that promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life 

of health and equal opportunity. In addition to carrying out programmes on 

sexual and reproductive health and gender aspects, UNFPA works on major 

population issues (ageing, migration, etc.) and their interrelations with 

development processes. The availability of population statistics is essential in 

that perspective and UNFPA activities can include at country level the 

strengthening of statistical systems in order to make it possible to monitor 

demographic trends and to integrate population dynamics into development 

planning. As an important component of population statistics, vital statistics 

are therefore of high interest to UNFPA. They also provide stakeholders with 

the best source of information on maternal mortality or prenatal sex selection 

that are important areas of work for UNFPA. The focus of UNFPA on civil 

registration and vital statistics is also closely linked to the ongoing trend of 

transition from interview-based towards register-based population censuses, 

for which an adequately functioning civil registration and vital statistics system 

is essential. 

15. It supports countries with technical expertise in statistics and 

demography and financial resources for activities at global, regional and 

country level. 

 D. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

16. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR), the United Nations refugee agency, is a global organization 

dedicated to saving lives, protecting rights and building a better future for 

refugees, forcibly displaced communities and stateless people. UNHCR is 

mandated to support and monitor states’ providing international protection, 

humanitarian assistance and local integration to refugees. UNHCR is also 
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tasked to support states in identifying, preventing, and reducing statelessness, 

as well as in protecting stateless persons. 

17. The agency has made birth registration a global strategic priority. Its 

Framework for the Protection of Children, issued in 2012, includes a specific 

objective to ensure girls and boys obtain legal documentation, including birth 

certificates, in a non-discriminatory manner. UNHCR has drawn particular 

attention to the risk of statelessness for individuals who cannot prove that they 

have links to a State. The lack of birth registration and documents certifying 

birth can create such a risk. Population groups at particular risk of statelessness 

because they are not able to register births and marriages or obtain related 

documents include nomadic and border populations, minorities, refugees, 

internally displaced persons, economically and socially disadvantaged groups 

and migrants. Their invisibility renders vulnerable to all forms of exploitation 

and subject to a vicious cycle of neglect. 

18. In light of the increasing global recognition of the need to put an end to 

statelessness, the #IBelong Campaign to End Statelessness within a decade was 

launched by UNHCR in 2014. The framework to achieve the objectives of the 

#IBelong Campaign is set out in a Global Action Plan, which establishes ten 

practical Actions to be undertaken by States with the assistance of UNHCR 

and other stakeholders, many of which relate to the right to a nationality, 

identity and birth registration and therefore, to Sustainable Development Goals 

target 16.9. The goal of ensuring that all births are registered is closely 

connected to the Action 2: Ensure that no child is born stateless, Action 3: 

Remove gender discrimination from nationality laws, Action 7: Ensure birth 

registration for the prevention of statelessness, and Action 8: Issue nationality 

documentation to those with entitlement to it. Registration of births both 

prevents statelessness and, by confirming nationality reduces it. 

19. The growing scale and complexity of migratory flows around the 

world, especially non-documented or irregular migration, which is often 

associated with people smuggling and trafficking, led to the endorsement in 

2016 by UNHCR and other agencies of the Bali Process on People Smuggling, 

Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime in 2016.9 The Bali 

Process strategy for cooperation has identified the need to ensure that births, 

deaths and marriages of asylum-seekers, refugees, persons of undetermined 

nationality and stateless persons are documented and registered. The Global 

Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration and global compact on 

refugees include a commitment to civil registration. UNHCR has supported the 

Regional Support office for the Bali Process in developing a Civil Registration 

Assessment Toolkit and piloting this in a number of countries in Asia and the 

Pacific. 

20. Within the Asia-Pacific region, UNHCR is working on civil registration 

particularly closely with Bangladesh, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, 

Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

 
9 Available at www.baliprocess.net/UserFiles/baliprocess/File/Bali%20Declaration 

%20on%20People%20Smuggling%20Trafficking%20in%20Persons%20and%20Rel

ated%20Transnational%20Crime%202016.pdf. 

http://www.baliprocess.net/UserFiles/baliprocess/File/Bali%20Declaration%20on%20People%20Smuggling%20Trafficking%20in%20Persons%20and%20Related%20Transnational%20Crime%202016.pdf
http://www.baliprocess.net/UserFiles/baliprocess/File/Bali%20Declaration%20on%20People%20Smuggling%20Trafficking%20in%20Persons%20and%20Related%20Transnational%20Crime%202016.pdf
http://www.baliprocess.net/UserFiles/baliprocess/File/Bali%20Declaration%20on%20People%20Smuggling%20Trafficking%20in%20Persons%20and%20Related%20Transnational%20Crime%202016.pdf
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 E. United Nations Children’s Fund  

21. The work of UNICEF in relation to civil registration and vital statistics 

involves three core strands: child protection, health, and data. Article 7 of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child which specifies that every child has the 

right to be registered at birth without any discrimination. Birth registration is a 

child’s “passport to protection”. UNICEF supports countries to review and 

amend legislation and policy to promote equitable access, strengthen service 

delivery and generate demand for civil registration services. 

22. Universal birth registration is integral to collaboration of UNICEF with 

health sector programmes for maternal and child health. UNICEF is working 

with WHO to mobilise health workers – especially those involved in maternal 

and child health programmes – as active agents in promoting and supporting 

the civil registration of births and deaths.10 UNICEF also works with regional 

and global agencies focused on birth registration for refugees, migrants and 

disadvantaged groups. 

23. The United Nations Children’s Fund has played a pivotal role in 

generating better data on inequities and trends in birth registration and 

maintains a birth and death registration database of estimates of registration 

completeness for children under five as well as country profiles of the 

legislative and organization context for births and death registration. UNICEF 

is one of the co-chairs of the United Nations Legal Identity Task Force. 

UNICEF is the custodian for monitoring Sustainable Development Goals 

indicator 16.9.1: Proportion of children under five years of age whose births 

have been registered with a civil authority, by age. 

24. Many UNICEF country offices are heavily engaged to support national 

civil registration and vital statistics improvement efforts including improving 

access to civil registration services by linking health, education and local 

government structures to civil registration; supporting digitalization of services 

for improved data access and security; supporting demand creation so that 

parents and caregivers understand the importance of civil registration; and 

generating evidence to demonstrate the value of civil registration and vital 

statistics. 

 F. United Nations Population Division, Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs 

25. The ability to monitor the civil registration and vital statistics 

completeness (number of vital events registered as a proportion of total 

expected vital events) will be increasingly important in the light of the 

inclusion of birth and death registration completeness in the Sustainable 

Development Goals. The measurement of completeness of civil registration 

has been the subject of demographic research for over a century and a number 

of methods have been developed. The key element is the estimation of total 

vital events (mainly births or deaths) that would have occurred in the 

population. Methods designed and tested to measure completeness can be 

broadly divided into two groups, based on the approach utilised to derive the 

denominator. In 2016, the United Nations Population Division convened an 

expert group meeting to examine methodologies and lessons learned to 

evaluate the completeness and quality of vital statistics data from civil 

 
10  WHO and UNICEF, Health sector contributions towards improving the civil 

registration of births and deaths in low-income countries: Guidance for health sector 

managers, civil registrars and development partners (forthcoming). 
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registration. Efforts are continuing to develop new methods and to consolidate 

lessons learnt from local and international experiences in applying these 

methods to various settings. 

 G. United Nations Statistics Division, Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs 

26. The United Nations Statistics Division’s Demographic and Social 

Statistics Branch is the custodian of standards for civil registration and vital 

statistics in the United Nations System and acts as the Secretariat of the Global 

Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Group. The United Nations Statistics 

Division oversees the conceptualisation and production of global standards and 

methods for civil registration and vital statistics systems. The third and most 

recent update of the Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics 

System dates from 2014. In 2018, the United Nations Statistics Division issued 

an updated Handbook on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Systems 

Management, Operations and Maintenance.11 This addresses key operational 

issues for civil registration and vital statistics systems, including: 

(a) Institutional arrangements for civil registration and the interface 

with the vital statistics system; 

(b) Civil registration operational functions and activities; 

(c) Maintenance of civil registration and vital statistics components; 

(d) Evaluation of the quality of civil registration and vital statistics 

systems; 

(e) Integrating civil registration, vital statistics, population registers 

and identity management; 

(f) Application and use of civil registration and vital statistics 

information; 

(g) Digitizing civil registration and vital statistics; 

(h) Medical certification of the cause of death; 

(i) Coding the underlaying cause of death. 

27. In 2019, the United Nations Statistics Division, with the support of the 

Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative developed and issued the 

Guidelines on a Legislative Framework for Civil Registration, Vital Statistics 

and Identity Management,12 accompanied by the Civil Registration, Vital 

Statistics and Identity Management Toolkit designed to enable country legal 

experts to conduct a civil registration and vital statistics legal and regulatory 

review. 

28. Also in 2019, the United Nations Statistics Division, with the support 

of the Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems, developed and issued an 

update of its Handbook on Communications for Civil Registration and Vital 

 
11 Available at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-

Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/crvs-mgt-E.pdf. 

12 Available at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-

Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/CRVS_GOLF_Final_Draft-E.pdf. 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/crvs-mgt-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/crvs-mgt-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/CRVS_GOLF_Final_Draft-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/CRVS_GOLF_Final_Draft-E.pdf
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Statistics13 to take account of contemporary models for civil registration, vital 

statistics and identity management, new methods for communication for 

development, innovative communication technologies and the evolution of 

international law and human rights. 

29. In order to facilitate the international exchange and sharing of 

knowledge and information, the United Nations Statistics Division maintains 

a Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Knowledge Centre that documents and 

disseminates methodological guidelines, research articles and country 

practices and activities. The United Nations Statistics Division database on 

birth and death registration statistics brings together data from several sources, 

including responses to the United Nations Demographic Yearbook Vital 

Statistics Questionnaire, and pre-workshop assignments that attendees from 

the national statistical offices or the civil registration authorities need to 

complete before the workshop takes place. These assignments include 

providing estimates of birth and death registration completeness. These sources 

are supplemented by completeness estimates derived from UNICEF (Multiple 

Indicators Cluster Survey), ICF Macro (Demographic and Health Surveys) 

and/or WHO. The United Nations Statistics Division is one of the co-chairs of 

the United Nations Legal Identity Task Force and the Secretariat of the Global 

Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Group. 

 H. United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment 

of Women (UN-Women) 

30. The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment 

of Women (UN-Women) is the United Nations entity dedicated to gender 

equality and the empowerment of women. A global champion for women and 

girls, UN-Women was established to accelerate progress on meeting their 

needs worldwide. UN-Women supports Member States of United Nations as 

they set global standards for achieving gender equality and works with 

governments and civil society to design laws, policies, programmes and 

services needed to ensure that the standards are effectively implemented and 

truly benefit women and girls worldwide. UN-Women works with United 

Nations system partners to support the production and use of high-quality 

gender statistics in policymaking. Through its flagship programme on gender 

statistics “Making Every Woman and Girl Count”, UN-Women aims to affect 

a radical shift in the availability, accessibility and use of data and statistics on 

key aspects of gender equality and women’s empowerment. The Asia-Pacific 

regional component of the “Making every woman and girl count” programme 

encompasses a multi-year and multi-country programme of work with 

particular focus on implementing and supporting regional and country-specific 

activities in Asia and the Pacific. This includes work in the three inter-related 

key areas: 

(a) Building a supportive policy and institutional environment for 

the localization and effective monitoring of the Sustainable Development 

Goals; 

(b) Increasing the quality, comparability and regularity of gender 

statistics to address national data gaps and meet reporting commitments under 

the Sustainable Development Goals; 

 
13 United Nations, Statistics Division, Handbook on civil registration, vital statistics 

and identity management systems: Communication for development (New York, 

2019). Available at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-

Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/crvs-Idm-E.pdf. 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/crvs-Idm-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/Standards-and-Methods/files/Handbooks/crvs/crvs-Idm-E.pdf
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(c) Ensuring that gender statistics are accessible to users in 

governments, civil society, academia and the private sector, to strengthen 

adequate demand for their production. 

31. In the context of implementing the “Making every woman and girl 

count” programme, UN-Women supports countries in the collection of survey, 

census and administrative data. 

 I. World Bank 

32. The growing involvement of the World Bank in civil registration and 

vital statistics system strengthening is reflected in two major activities – 

capacity building and financing for civil registration and vital statistics. 

Following the publication of the World Bank Global Civil Registration and 

Vital Statistics Scaling Up Investment Plan 2015–2024,14 the need to enhance 

technical capacities for civil registration and vital statistics in low- and 

middle-income countries became apparent. In response, the World Bank 

initiated consultations with members of the Global Civil Registration and Vital 

Statistics Group to develop an online Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 

Systems eLearning Course.15 

33. In order to capture experiences from countries at different stages of 

building and strengthening their civil registration and vital statistics systems, 

the World Bank commissioned a series of peer-reviewed papers on civil 

registration and vital statistics systems in low- and middle-income countries 

published in Journal of Health, Population and Nutrition in 2019.16 Examples 

of topics covered include the benefits of linking civil registration and vital 

statistics with identity management systems; cloud-based services for 

electronic civil registration and vital statistics systems; and linking 

immunization and birth registration. 

34. The World Bank’s Identification for Development Initiative brings 

together global knowledge and expertise across sectors to help countries 

introduce and manage digital identification systems. It operates across the 

World Bank Group with global practices and units working on digital 

development, social protection, health, financial inclusion, governance, 

gender, and legal issues. The Identification for Development also focuses on 

ensuring integration of digital identification systems with civil registration and 

vital statistics. 

35. The World Bank has provided financial support to civil registration and 

vital statistics development through its financing mechanisms. STATCAP, a 

multi-country statistical capacity building programme designed to make it 

easier for clients to access regular World Bank financing for improving 

statistical capacity. 

36. The Global Financing Facility for Women, Children and Adolescents 

is a multi-stakeholder global partnership housed at the World Bank that is 

committed to ensuring all women, children and adolescents can survive and 

 
14 Available at https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18962. 

15 See https://olc.worldbank.org/content/civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-systems-

basic-level-self-paced-format. 

16 Carla AbouZahr, “Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) systems in low- and 

middle-income countries”, Journal of Health, Population and Nutrition, vol. 38, 

Supplement 1 (October 2019). Available at 

https://jhpn.biomedcentral.com/articles/supplements/volume-38-supplement-1. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18962
https://olc.worldbank.org/content/civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-systems-basic-level-self-paced-format
https://olc.worldbank.org/content/civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-systems-basic-level-self-paced-format
https://jhpn.biomedcentral.com/articles/supplements/volume-38-supplement-1
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thrive. The Global Financing Facility has prioritized the strengthening of civil 

registration and vital statistics systems as an important data source for 

monitoring progress made in ending preventable maternal, newborn, child and 

adolescent deaths. The Global Financing Facility provides grants, linked with 

financing from the International Development Association and International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development at the World Bank, specifically for 

strengthening civil registration and vital statistics systems in low- and 

lower-middle-income countries. 

 J. World Health Organization  

37. The contribution of WHO to civil registration and vital statistics 

systems has traditionally been focused on its core mandate of improving the 

availability and quality of mortality and cause of death statistics. From the start 

of the pandemic, WHO has maintained a dashboard of the coronavirus disease 

(COVID-19) infections, deaths and vaccinations administered.17 WHO and 

partners have developed guidance materials on rapid mortality surveillance and 

calculation of excess mortality.18 WHO has also provided standards for the 

medical certification and coding of causes of death in relation to COVID-19.19 

38. In keeping with its normative role in health, WHO contributes to civil 

registration and vital statistics systems by promoting international standards 

for the medical certification of cause of death, and building country capacities 

in the statistical analysis of all-cause and cause specific mortality data. WHO 

maintains the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related 

Health Conditions, the eleventh edition of which is currently being launched.20 

The International Classification of Disease provides a common global 

language for classifying causes of deaths, thus enabling common standards to 

be used for sharing mortality data. The International Classification of Disease, 

the eleventh edition is completely electronic and has a more user-friendly 

format, a simplified coding structure and electronic tooling that will allow 

health care professionals to record causes of death more easily and completely. 

WHO will support countries as they move towards implementation of the new 

edition of the International Classification of Disease, including countries in 

Asia and the Pacific. 

39. The World Health Organization also maintains the WHO Mortality 

Database, a compilation of mortality data as reported annually by Member 

States from their civil registration systems. The new interactive portal includes 

seven decades of mortality data by country, year, age, sex and cause of death 

from 1950 to 2019.21 

 
17 See https://covid19.who.int. 

18 Vital Strategies and WHO, Revealing the Toll of COVID-19: A Technical Package 

for Rapid Mortality Surveillance and Epidemic (New York, 2020). Available at 

www.vitalstrategies.org/resources/revealing-the-toll-of-covid-19-a-technical-

package-for-rapid-mortality-surveillance-and-epidemic-response/. 

19 WHO, International Guidelines for Certification and Classification (coding) of 

COVID-19 as Cause of Death (n.p., 2020). Available at 

www.who.int/classifications/icd/Guidelines_Cause_of_Death_COVID-19.pdf. 

20 See www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2018-who-releases-new-international-

classification-of-diseases-(icd-11). 

21 WHO Mortality Data base new visualization portal (forthcoming). 

https://covid19.who.int/
http://www.vitalstrategies.org/resources/revealing-the-toll-of-covid-19-a-technical-package-for-rapid-mortality-surveillance-and-epidemic-response/
http://www.vitalstrategies.org/resources/revealing-the-toll-of-covid-19-a-technical-package-for-rapid-mortality-surveillance-and-epidemic-response/
http://www.who.int/classifications/icd/Guidelines_Cause_of_Death_COVID-19.pdf
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2018-who-releases-new-international-classification-of-diseases-(icd-11)
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2018-who-releases-new-international-classification-of-diseases-(icd-11)
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40. In early 2021, WHO and the Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs established a Technical Advisory Group on COVID-19 Mortality 

Assessment22 to serve as a broad scientific and strategic platform to facilitate 

the exchange of knowledge and application of methods on COVID-19 

mortality drawing on the experiences of a network of existing and emergent 

research and pandemic monitoring efforts and mechanisms and promote the 

application of the most scientifically rigorous methods and approaches for the 

identification, analysis and interpretation of “excess deaths”, considering the 

wide variety of national data systems and available resources. 

41. The WHO and UNICEF 2018 joint statements of intent for 

strengthening civil registration and vital statistics23 highlighted the potential 

key role of health sector workers in health facilities and communities in 

recording the information required for the registration of both births and deaths 

and, where the legal context is supportive, officially notifying them to the civil 

registry for official registration. In 2020 the two agencies followed up by 

issuing more detailed guidance on how health workers can contribute to 

increasing the notification, registration and certification of births and deaths, 

including stillbirths, and the determination of causes of deaths, whether they 

occur in health facilities or in the community.24 

42. World Health Organization civil registration and vital statistics 

activities are guided by the WHO Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 

Strategic Implementation Plan 2021-2025. 

 K. International Organization for Migration 

43. Part of the United Nations system as a related organization, the 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) is the leading 

intergovernmental organization in the field of migration and is committed to 

the principle that humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and society. 

44. At global-level, IOM works in collaboration with other United Nations 

entities in supporting governments in overhauling and strengthening their 

national identity management systems as well as consular systems abroad, 

including the digitalizing the processing, storing and retrieving of birth, 

marriage and death records. By addressing the problems related to lack of legal 

identity, marginalization, exclusion and discrimination, together with the lack 

of universal civil registration, the efforts of IOM support the implementation 

of the United Nations Legal Identity Agenda. 

45. With the ultimate goal of facilitating international cooperation and 

multi-stakeholders dialogue, the initiatives of IOM build on the strong nexus 

between migration, including internal displacements, and legal identity, within 

the overall frameworks provided by the Sustainable Development Goals and 

the Global Compact for Migration. 

 
22 See www.who.int/docs/default-source/world-health-data-platform/call-for-eoi-covid-

tag-2020-10-23-final.pdf?sfvrsn=ded304a8_6. 

23 UNICEF and WHO, The Future for Women and Children: UNICEF and WHO Joint 

Statement on Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) (n.p., 

2018). Available at 

www.who.int/healthinfo/civil_registration/WHO_UNICEF_Statement_CRVS_2018.

pdf?ua=1. 

24 WHO and UNICEF, Health sector contributions towards improving the civil 

registration of births and deaths in low-income countries: Guidance for health sector 

managers, civil registrars and development partners (forthcoming). 

http://www.who.int/docs/default-source/world-health-data-platform/call-for-eoi-covid-tag-2020-10-23-final.pdf?sfvrsn=ded304a8_6
http://www.who.int/docs/default-source/world-health-data-platform/call-for-eoi-covid-tag-2020-10-23-final.pdf?sfvrsn=ded304a8_6
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/civil_registration/WHO_UNICEF_Statement_CRVS_2018.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/civil_registration/WHO_UNICEF_Statement_CRVS_2018.pdf?ua=1
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46. In the Asia-Pacific region, IOM is supporting among others ad hoc 

initiatives in the Marshall Islands, Cambodia, Thailand, Pakistan in relation to 

legal identity and identity management capacities in the context of counter 

smuggling of migrants, counter human trafficking and direct assistance 

initiatives. In particular, IOM has been supporting Afghanistan in digitalizing 

the paper-based records of the national identity cards Tazkira, expediting the 

identity verification process, and establishing an identity verification platform 

accessible by authorized government entities. 

 III. Non-United Nations partners supporting civil registration 

and vital statistics development in the Asia-Pacific region 

 A. Asian Development Bank 

47. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) assists its members, and partners, 

by providing loans, technical assistance, grants, and equity investments to 

promote social and economic development. ADB maximizes the development 

impact of its assistance by facilitating policy dialogues, providing advisory 

services, and mobilizing financial resources through co-financing operations 

that tap official, commercial, and export credit sources.25 

48. ADB has facilitated civil registration services in several Asian 

countries particularly for women’s right. In 2016, ADB joined the global 

initiative on identity aiming to foster robust and inclusive identification 

systems that further sustainable development outcomes in its developing 

member countries and ADB officially endorsed the Principles on Identification 

for Sustainable Development which identifies a set of common principles 

fundamental to maximizing the benefits of identification systems for 

sustainable development. In the past years, ADB has supported developing 

national identity system in both Cambodia and the Philippines providing 

necessary technical assistances and now supporting developing use case 

applications for both countries in various areas of public services including 

social protection, health, and education. 

 B. Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative 

49. The Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative was 

established in 2015 with the aim of providing countries with tools to better 

generate and use health-related data.26 It brings together the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention; the Global Health Advocacy Incubator; the Johns 

Hopkins University; the University of Melbourne; the Vital Strategies; WHO; 

the Economic Commission for Africa; and ESCAP. The major focus is on 

improving country civil registration and vital statistics systems as the best 

source for vital statistics. 

50. Through the Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative, 

international technical assistance is provided by way of training and 

demonstration projects designed to address the unique combination of civil 

registration and vital statistics deficiencies and barriers in each country. The 

collaboration between countries and partners has produced tools and guidance 

materials, including a toolkit to support legislative review; the Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics Systems Improvement Framework (in 

collaboration with ESCAP and other stakeholders); and a technical package for 

rapid mortality surveillance and epidemic response during the COVID-19 

 
25 See www.adb.org/who-we-are/about. 

26 See www.bloomberg.org/program/public-health/data-health/#progress. 

http://www.adb.org/who-we-are/about
http://www.bloomberg.org/program/public-health/data-health/#progress
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pandemic. The collaboration between countries and partners has produced 

tools and guidance materials, including: a toolkit to support legislative review; 

business process mapping and the “10 milestones” approach for civil 

registration and vital statistics improvement. The Bloomberg Philanthropies 

Data for Health Initiative has also developed tools to facilitate civil registration 

and vital statistics legal reviews that help identify aspects of civil registration 

and vital statistics-related laws and regulations that impede smooth functioning 

of the civil registration and vital statistics system. 

51. The Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative partnership at 

the University of Melbourne has contributed to capacity development as a 

mean to enhance sustainability of technical interventions in the Bloomberg 

Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative countries. In the development of 

training materials, on-line courses, and guidance documents, all of which are 

available on the CRVS Knowledge Gateway.27 Through the University of 

Melbourne, the Swiss Tropical and the Public Health Institute, the Bloomberg 

Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative has contributed to capacity building 

through training materials and on-line courses on key topics such as mortality 

data analysis and use, the International Classification of Diseases, and business 

process mapping for civil registration and vital statistics systems. A fellowship 

programme has enabled individuals from countries around the world to extend 

their knowledge of civil registration and vital statistics systems functioning and 

to carry out in-depth analyses. 

52. The Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative collaborates 

with the following ESCAP countries: Bangladesh, Cambodia, several cities in 

China, India (focus in Mumbai), Indonesia, Myanmar, Philippines, Pakistan, 

Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. 

 C. The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

National Center for Health Statistics 

53. The Division of Vital Statistics of the National Center for Health 

Statistics, which is part of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

operates the National Vital Statistics System to provide the most complete data 

on births and deaths in the United States, including the United States Flag 

Territories of Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and 

American Samoa. The Division houses a Global Civil Registration and Vital 

Statistics Team, which supports civil registration and vital statistics 

improvement efforts in countries around the world and is a partner in the Data 

for Health Initiative. Civil registration and vital statistics improvement 

strategies focus on training in the medical certification of cause of death, 

manual statistical coding of underlying cause of death, and automated software 

for statistical coding. The Division participates with the North American 

Collaborating Centre of the WHO Family of International Classifications 

Network and is engaged in the maintenance and development of the 

International Classification of Diseases. The Division has been involved for 

many years in international collaborative efforts to improve and standardize 

automated cause of death coding. Staff of the Division currently work with the 

Iris Institute in the maintenance and development of Iris, an automated coding 

software in use in many countries around the world. The National Center for 

Health Statistics has also developed a general civil registration and vital 

statistics training course designed to provide information to epidemiologists, 

statisticians, demographers, and others working in public health about vital 

statistics data gathered from a national civil registration system. This course 

 
27 See https://crvsgateway.info. 

https://crvsgateway.info/
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triggered the development of the World Bank Civil Registration and Vital 

Statistics e-Learning Course, described hereafter. In the Asia-Pacific region, 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention works closely with the 

Brisbane Accord Group and the Pacific Community in supporting countries to 

strengthen civil registration and the generation of vital statistics. 

 D. CDC Foundation 

54. The CDC Foundation helps the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention and the public health protection community save and improve lives 

by unleashing the power of collaboration between the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, philanthropies, corporations, organizations and 

individuals to protect the health, safety and security of the United States of 

America and the world. The CDC Foundation is the go-to nonprofit authorized 

by the Congress to mobilize philanthropic partners and private-sector resources 

to support the critical health protection mission of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention and the public health community. Through the Data for 

Health Initiative, the CDC Foundation provides technical assistance and 

financial support for civil registration and vital statistics system strengthening, 

mobile phone surveys and data utilization activities. 

 E. Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems 

55. The Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems is a global knowledge hub 

on civil registration and vital statistics established in 2015. It brings together 

organizations and experts to broker access to information and expertise, 

including civil registration and vital statistics global standards, tools, research 

evidence, and relevant good practice. The work of the Centre of Excellence for 

CRVS Systems is based on the principle that the key determinants of health, 

particularly those for women and children, cannot be addressed without 

appropriate systems for birth and death registration and improved data and 

measurement. The Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems supports efforts to 

build stronger links between civil registration, health information, and vital 

statistics systems so that government policies and programmes can be informed 

by reliable, real-time evidence. 

56. The Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems provides technical 

assistance for countries working on the civil registration and vital statistics 

components of reproductive, maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health 

investment cases—offered through the Global Financing Facility. It is bringing 

together a directory of experts for governments, development practitioners, and 

others seeking expertise in support of their civil registration and vital statistics 

efforts. It also maintains a free online resource centre, which offers curated 

civil registration and vital statistics documents, videos, and tools—including 

terms and definitions. 

57. Registration of different vital events are interdependent and, when 

coordinated with the strengthening of population data systems (including civil 

registration and vital statistics systems, population censuses, national 

identification systems, health sector and health information systems), can be 

mutually-reinforcing. In 2018, the Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems 

hosted an international conference on civil registration and vital statistics, 

Harnessing the Power: CRVS Systems for 2030 Global Agendas.28 The 

conference was jointly organised with WHO and UNICEF with the objectives 

of: generating knowledge by exploring the status and use of innovation in civil 

 
28 See https://crvssystems.ca/proceedings-2018-crvs-innovations-conference. 

https://crvssystems.ca/proceedings-2018-crvs-innovations-conference
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registration and vital statistics in developed and developing economies; 

providing a platform to experts for presenting their innovative and constructive 

ideas at international level; and prioritising future research and innovation 

needs for development into a global 3-5 year workplan including necessary 

partnerships and capacity building approaches. The Centre of Excellence for 

CRVS Systems is located at the International Development Research Centre in 

Ottawa, Canada, the Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems was established 

with seed funding from the Government of Canada, namely, Global Affairs 

Canada and the International Development Research Centre. The Centre of 

Excellence for CRVS Systems contribute directly to the work of the Global 

Financing Facility. 

 F. Data2X 

58. Data2x is a technical and advocacy platform that works through 

partnerships to improve the availability, quality, and use of gender data to make 

a practical difference in the lives of women and girls worldwide. Data2x 

affirms that civil registration and vital statistics systems are foundational for 

gender equality as well as for the availability and quality of sex-disaggregated 

data. Data2x has worked in partnership with the Centre of Excellence for 

CRVS Systems in the development of knowledge briefs on civil registration 

and vital statistics and gender, drawing attention to gender dimensions of civil 

registration and vital statistics (see previous section). 

 G. Statistics Norway 

59. The objective of the Statistics Norway’s development cooperation is to 

provide assistance within the field of official statistics to sister organizations 

in developing and transition countries. They contribute to the development of 

statistical systems and capacity-building through institutional cooperation. 

They have supported countries in the region on the use of administrative data 

for producing statistics as well as the development of guidelines on producing 

vital statistics from civil registration records. 

60. Through its development cooperation Statistics Norway has given 

advice to a number of countries on how to set up and organise population 

registers and how to produce population statistics based on administrative 

records. Norway has an advanced population registration systems that serves 

public and private institutions in numerous areas ranging from taxation, health, 

education, voting and welfare services. 

 H. Plan International 

61. The Plan International29 has been active in supporting birth registration 

in countries for many years, working on integrated programmes that emphasise 

both supply and demand side interventions to achieve improved and 

sustainable registration outcomes. More recently, it has taken on an expanded 

role and has been at the forefront of civil registration and vital statistics 

digitisation and innovations in civil registration and vital statistics.30 The Plan 

International highlights new approaches are required to overcome current 

challenges and make the large improvements required to achieve universal 

birth (and other civil) registration. 

 
29 See https://plan-international.org. 

30 See https://plan-international.org/publications/innovations-birth-registration. 

https://plan-international.org/
https://plan-international.org/publications/innovations-birth-registration
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62. In 2015 the Plan International developed the Civil Registration and 

Vital Statistics Digitisation Guidebook31 on behalf of the Africa Programme 

on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Systems. 

This is an online resource that provides step-by-step guidance for countries to 

plan, analyse, design and implement digitized systems and automated 

processes for civil registration and vital statistics; supporting countries to align 

information and communications technology to civil registration and vital 

statistics business needs through the use of enterprise architecture. The 

guidebook continues to be used by countries, partners and system integrators 

to design context appropriate civil registration and vital statistics information 

and communications technology solutions for low- and middle-income 

countries. 

63. Building on their experience of civil registration and vital statistics 

systems around the world, the Plan International along with a number of other 

partners, developed an open-source digital civil registration and vital statistics 

system, OpenCRVS32 that is freely available for any country to implement. 

OpenCRVS was designed to address the current gap in the market for a user-

centric and rights-based civil registration and vital statistics system that has 

been designed to work anywhere. OpenCRVS is currently being field-tested in 

Bangladesh and a number of other countries are exploring implementation 

opportunities. 

 I. World Vision 

64. World Vision uses birth registration as an indicator under its child 

protection programme and is analysing assessments from the South Asia and 

Asia Pacific regions in order to identify the most vulnerable population groups 

that so not have access to services. The aim is to promote access to services 

and affordable registration for all. The assessments involve fifteen Asian 

countries. World Vision has also been an advocate to support other civil society 

organizations involvements in civil registration and vital statistics. 

  

 
31 Available at www.crvs-dgb.org/en/. 

32 See www.opencrvs.org. 

http://www.crvs-dgb.org/en/
http://www.opencrvs.org/
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Annex 

 A. Partner focus area 
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Organization for Migration; PARIS21, Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st 
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 B. Partner support to country 
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Agency: ABS, Australian Bureau of Statistics; ADB, Asian Development Bank; BAG, 
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 C. Country action area programme 
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QUT, SPC, 

WHO)

BAG BAG, ESCAP, 

PCRN, SPC

BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

Fiji PAC BAG BAG (ABS, QUT, 

SPC, WHO, VS), 

D4H

BAG BAG, ESCAP, 

PCRN, SPC, 

UNSW

BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

French Polynesia PAC

Guam PAC CDC CDC CDC

Kiribati PAC BAG, UNICEF BAG (ABS, QUT, 

SPC, WHO), 

D4H

UNICEF BAG (ABS, QUT, 

WHO, UNICEF) 

UNICEF UNICEF, ESCAP BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

Marshall Islands PAC IOM, WB BAG

Micronesia (Federated States of) PAC WB BAG, ESCAP, 

PCRN

Nauru PAC ABS, BAG (ABS, 

FNU, QUT, SPC, 

WHO)

ABS, BAG, 

ESCAP, PCRN, 

SPC

BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

New Caledonia PAC

New Zealand PAC

Niue PAC BAG (ABS, QUT, 

WHO) 

ABS, ESCAP, 

PCRN, SPC

BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

Northern Mariana Islands PAC CDC CDC CDC

Palau PAC BAG (WHO) BAG

Papua New Guinea PAC D4H, UNICEF, 

WV

ADB, D4H BAG BAG, D4H, 

DFAT, SPC

BAG-SPC, D4H,  

ESCAP 

Samoa PAC BAG, UNICEF, 

WB

BAG (ABS, FNU, 

QUT, SPC, 

WHO), MoH NZ, 

D4H

WB WB BAG, UNICEF, 

WB

BAG, D4H, 

DFAT, SPC,  VS, 

WB

 BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP

Solomon Islands PAC BAG (ABS, SPC, 

UNICEF, VS,  

WHO), D4H, 

UNICEF, WV

BAG (ABS, FNU, 

QUT, SPC, 

WHO), D4H 

UNICEF WB BAG, D4H ABS, BAG, D4H, 

PCRN, SPC, 

UNICEF

BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

Timor-Leste PAC UNICEF, WV D4H UNDP, WB UNICEF WHO, UNICEF, 

UNFPA

ESCAP, UNFPA

Tonga PAC ADB, BAG, WB ABS, ADB, BAG 

(ABS, FNU, 

QUT, SPC, 

WHO) 

WB ADB, BAG, WB BAG, PCRN, WB BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

Tuvalu PAC BAG ABS, BAG, D4H BAG BAG ABS, BAG, SPC BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

Vanuatu PAC BAG, UNICEF, 

WB, WV 

ADB, BAG 

(ABS, FNU, 

QUT, SPC, 

WHO), D4H

UNDP, UNICEF UNDP BAG, UNICEF BAG BAG, UNICEF BAG-SPC, 

ESCAP, UNICEF 

Brunei Darussalam SEA

Cambodia SEA UNICEF, 

D4H/VS, WV

WHO, D4H/VS ADB, D4H/VS WHO, D4H/VS  D4H/VS D4H, DFAT, 

UNICEF, WHO

ESCAP, D4H/VS

Indonesia SEA WB, WV D4H/VS WB WB Plan Int, UNICEF, 

D4H/VS

ESCAP

Lao People’s Democratic Republic SEA WB, WHO, WV WHO ESCAP WB WB, WHO DFAT, Plan Int, 

UNICEF, WB, 

WHO

Malaysia SEA D4H UNHCR ESCAP

Myanmar SEA D4H, UNICEF, 

WV

D4H, UoM D4H UNICEF ESCAP, WB

Philippines SEA UNHCR, 

UNICEF, WV

D4H, UoM WB D4H D4H, ESCAP, 

Plan Int, UNICEF, 

WHO

UNICEF D4H, VS

Singapore SEA

Thailand SEA WV D4H,VS UNHCR Bali Process, 

ESCAP, D4H/VS

UNHCR ESCAP

Viet Nam SEA D4H/VS, WV WB/GFF, 

D4H/VS

WB D4H/VS, WHO UNHCR D4H/VS D4H/VS, ESCAP, 

WHO

D4H/VS, ESCAP, 

UNFPA

Afghanistan SSWA UNICEF WHO IOM, WB WHO UNICEF

Bangladesh SSWA D4H/VS, Plan Int, 

UNICEF, WV

D4H/VS D4H/VS, Plan Int  

(Open CRVS), 

WB,   UNDP, 

UNHCR, 

UNICEF

UNDP, WB D4H/VS, Plan Int D4H/VS D4H/VS, ESCAP,  

UNDP, WHO 

UNHCR, 

UNICEF

D4H/VS, GHAI,  

UNICEF

Bhutan SSWA D4H ESCAP, WHO ESCAP

India SSWA WV CDC, WHO UNICEF, WHO D4H/VS

Iran (Islamic Republic of) SSWA WHO WHO 

Maldives SSWA UNICEF ESCAP, WHO ESCAP

Nepal SSWA UNICEF, WV WHO, D4H UNICEF

Pakistan SSWA UNICEF, WB D4H/VS, WHO ESCAP, UN-

Women

UNICEF, WB WB, WHO ESCAP, UNHCR WB D4H/VS, Plan Int, 

UNICEF, WHO 

ESCAP

Sri Lanka SSWA WV D4H /VS D4H /VS D4H /VS

Turkey SSWA EU
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Abbreviations 

Agency: ABS, Australian Bureau of Statistics; ADB, Asian Development Bank; BAG, 

Brisbane Accord Group; CDC, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; CoE, Centre of 

Excellence for CRVS Systems; D4H, Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health; DFAT, 

Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade; ESCAP, Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific; EU, European Union; FNU, Fiji National University; GFF, 

Global Financing Facility; GHAI, Global Health Advocacy Incubator; IOM, International 

Organization for Migration; MoH NZ, Ministry of Health of New Zealand; PCRN, Pacific Civil 

Registrars Network; Plan Int, Plan International; QUT, Queensland University of Technology; 

SPC, Pacific Community; UiO, University of Oslo; UNDP, United Nations Development 

Programme; UNFPA, United Nations Population Fund; UNHCR, Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees; UNICEF, United Nations Children’s Fund; UNSW, 

University of New South Wales; UN-Women, United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and 

the Empowerment of Women; UoM, University of Melbourne; VS, Vital Strategies; WB, World 

Bank; WHO, World Health Organization; WV, World Vision. 

ESCAP Subregion: ENEA, East and North-East Asia; NCA, North and Central Asia; PAC, 

The Pacific; SEA, South-East Asia; SSWA, South and South-West Asia. 
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