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Summary 

The present document contains the matters calling for action by the Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific or brought to its attention emanating 
from the Committees that met since the seventy-sixth session of the Commission, 
namely the Committee on Information and Communications Technology, Science, 
Technology and Innovation on its third session; the Committee on Statistics on its 
seventh session; the Committee on Social Development on its sixth session; the 
Committee on Transport on its sixth session; the Committee on Environment and 
Development on its sixth session; the Committee on Trade and Investment on its 
seventh session; and the Committee on Energy on its third session. 

The Commission may wish to provide guidance on these matters and endorse 
the recommendations brought to its attention. 

 

 I. Introduction 

1. The present document contains the matters calling for action by the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) or brought 
to its attention emanating from the Committees that met since the seventy-sixth 
session of the Commission, namely the Committee on Information and 
Communications Technology, Science, Technology and Innovation on its third 
session; the Committee on Statistics on its seventh session; the Committee on 
Social Development on its sixth session; the Committee on Transport on its sixth 
session; the Committee on Environment and Development on its sixth session; 
the Committee on Trade and Investment on its seventh session; and the 
Committee on Energy on its third session. 



ESCAP/77/7 

 

2 B21-00226 

 II. Committee on Information and Communications 
Technology, Science, Technology and Innovation on its 
third session 

 A. Overview 

2. The Committee on Information and Communications Technology, 
Science, Technology and Innovation held its third session in Bangkok and online 
on 19 and 20 August 2020.1 

3. To leave no one behind, the Committee discussed a set of guidelines for 
inclusive technology and innovation policies for sustainable development and 
committed to developing policies that promote inclusive technology and 
innovation to ensure that innovations are accessible, relevant and affordable 
for all.  

4. The Committee also underscored the importance of harnessing the 
entrepreneurial spirit of the private sector to focus on developing innovations to 
address social and environmental challenges as well as provide economic 
opportunities. Social innovators and entrepreneurs have stepped up in response 
to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. From providing educational 
technology and e-health services for the most vulnerable to developing 
community tracing initiatives, the work of social innovators and entrepreneurs 
is more critical than ever.  

5. In that regard, the Committee recognized the critical role that innovative 
business models – such as social enterprise, inclusive business and impact 
investing – play in accelerating progress on the Sustainable Development Goals 
and recommended that the secretariat support member States in their efforts to 
grow this new and emerging sector. 

 B. Matters calling for action by the Commission 

6. The following recommendations of the Committee on Information and 
Communications Technology, Science, Technology and Innovation are brought 
to the attention of the Commission for its consideration and possible action: 

Recommendation 1 

 The Committee recognizes that COVID-19 has further demonstrated the 
importance of digital connectivity and e-resilience and recommends that the 
secretariat support expanding regional collaboration to scale up broadband 
Internet capacities for the effective use of technological innovation. In addition, 
the Committee recognizes the importance of collaborative actions to harness 
technology to address major challenges such as COVID-19 and welcomes 
collaborative multi-stakeholder efforts to forge technology alliances to that end. 

Recommendation 2 

 The Committee, recognizing with concern that the digital divide is 
widening in the region, recommends expanding investments in next-generation 
infrastructure networks, recognizing the need to accelerate research on the issue 
of co-deployment of fibre-optic cables along passive infrastructure networks and 

 
1 See ESCAP/CICTSTI/2020/7. 
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make relevant information available to all parties, including methodology for 
calculating cost-effectiveness. 

Recommendation 3 

 The Committee calls for the active participation of Governments, the 
private sector, international organizations, regional institutions and other 
stakeholders, as appropriate, in bridging the digital divide. 

Recommendation 4 

 The Committee recommends that the secretariat set up a drafting group 
as part of the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Steering Committee to 
develop an action plan for the next phase of implementation of the Master Plan 
for the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway, for 2022–2026, for 
consideration and adoption by the Committee at its fourth session, to be held in 
early 2022. 

Recommendation 5 

 The Committee takes note of the proposals pertaining to the following: 
action plan for the digital transformation of the Asia-Pacific region; guidelines 
for inclusive technology and innovation policies for sustainable development; 
and guiding principles for business innovation policy development. It decides 
not to proceed with the proposals at this stage, without prejudice to addressing 
these issues at any of its future sessions. 

Recommendation 6 

 The Committee recognizes that the establishment of carrier-neutral 
Internet exchange points can promote increased intraregional content exchange 
and improve the reliance, quality and cost of Internet connectivity and 
recommends that the secretariat continue to study and promote the work on those 
issues, with a focus on least developed countries, landlocked developing 
countries and Pacific small island developing States. 

Recommendation 7 

 The Committee recommends that the secretariat continue enhancing 
regional cooperation, emphasizing that with the growing use of space 
applications in the region and the potential development of new and innovative 
applications, it will help Governments, in particular of countries with special 
needs, to better leverage innovative technologies, data and tools to strengthen 
the contribution of space applications to the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

Recommendation 8 

 The Committee recommends that the secretariat, in particular through the 
work of the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for Information and 
Communication Technology for Development, continue facilitating knowledge-
sharing and providing capacity-building support on effective information and 
communications technology policies and practices to respond to COVID-19. It 
also encourages all member States to consider making voluntary financial and 
in-kind contributions to strengthen the work of the Centre and underlines the 
need to continue strengthening institutional and human capacities with regard to 
digital technologies for development. 
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Recommendation 9 

 The Committee emphasizes the importance of science, technology and 
innovation for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and 
recommends that the secretariat give priority to that area as a key means of 
implementation of the Goals. The Committee also recommends that the 
secretariat support member States, upon request, in developing their science, 
technology and innovation policies, strategies and road maps for the Goals, in 
order to effectively harness science, technology and innovation for sustainable 
development. 

Recommendation 10 

 The Committee strongly supports the secretariat’s work on inclusive 
technology and innovation policies over the previous two years, 2018 to 2020, 
and recommends that the secretariat continue to support member States to 
develop inclusive technology and innovation policies, including by providing 
advisory services; facilitating the sharing of best practices, learning and regional 
collaboration; conducting research; and making tools available for promoting 
and assessing such policies. 

Recommendation 11 

 The Committee recognizes innovative business models and practices, 
such as social enterprises, inclusive businesses and impact investing, as 
important sources of innovation for the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. At the national level, the Committee recommends that the 
secretariat continue to support member States, upon request, to develop policy 
initiatives and capacities. The Committee stresses the importance of developing, 
as appropriate, regional guidelines to advance business innovation for inclusive 
and sustainable development. It also recommends that the secretariat build the 
evidence base of effective policies and facilitate knowledge-sharing among 
policymakers in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Recommendation 12 

 The Committee recommends that the secretariat facilitate knowledge-
sharing and collaboration in the region with regard to science, technology and 
innovation and that ESCAP discussions on science, technology and innovation 
be linked, as appropriate, to relevant broader conversations, including at the 
annual multi-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for the 
Sustainable Development Goals, which takes place throughout the lifespan of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Recommendation 13 

 The Committee acknowledges that the support provided by the Asian and 
Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology in the period 2018–2020 strengthened 
the capacities of member States in critical areas of science, technology and 
innovation. The Committee recommends that the Centre continue to facilitate 
knowledge-sharing and provide demand-driven capacity-building support with 
regard to enabling science, technology and innovation strategies to advance 
sustainable development. The priority areas of focus for the Centre’s continued 
work include technology transfer and commercialization, intellectual property 
management and technology-based entrepreneurship and start-ups, with a 
special focus on fourth industrial revolution technologies, renewable energy, 
agriculture, water, and climate change mitigation and adaptation technologies. 
In addition, the Committee underlines the need to continue strengthening the 
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institutional and human capacities of the Centre and recommends that member 
States consider providing or enhancing extrabudgetary financial support to the 
Centre and financing new technical cooperation projects to ensure the variety 
and sustainability of its capacity-building, research and technical assistance 
work. 

 C. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

7. The following decisions adopted by the Committee on Information and 
Communications Technology, Science, Technology and Innovation are brought 
to the attention of the Commission: 

Decision 1 

 The Committee welcomes the newly constituted thematic working group 
on innovation and technology for sustainable development of the United Nations 
Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia and recognizes its 
contribution to the implementation of the Master Plan for the Asia-Pacific 
Information Superhighway and the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway 
Regional Cooperation Framework Document. 

Decision 2 

 The Committee decides to scale up the use of space applications to 
deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals, by implementing the Asia-
Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications for Sustainable Development 
(2018–2030) and building a regional gateway to promote the sharing of 
integrated geospatial data, tools and good practices in an open and systematic 
manner, in line with global initiatives such as the Integrated Geospatial 
Information Framework of the Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management. 

 III. Committee on Statistics on its seventh session 

 A. Overview 

8. The Committee on Statistics held its seventh session in Bangkok and 
online from 26 to 28 August 2020.2  

9. The Committee discussed and endorsed a draft monitoring and 
evaluation framework for the collective vision and framework for action and the 
Declaration on Navigating Policy with Data to Leave No One Behind to advance 
official statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which 
would help to strengthen coordination for statistical development in order to 
leave no one behind. 

10. The Committee acknowledged the importance of accounts for the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda as well as their value for data-driven 
decision-making and policymaking. The Committee also acknowledged the 
importance of embracing the use of big data for official statistics and the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and acknowledged the ways in which the 
COVID-19 pandemic had given an additional impetus to the exploration of new 
data sources.  

11. The Committee, observing the changing technological landscape that 
required the skills of staff to be up to date, recognized the importance of regional 

 
2 See ESCAP/CST/2020/6. 
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and international collaboration to improve human resources management, 
increase skills development and strengthen training institutions. In that regard, the 
role of the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific as a provider of statistical 
training was recognized.  

 B. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

12. The following decisions adopted by the Committee on Statistics are 
brought to the attention of the Commission:  

Decision 1 

 The Committee endorses the draft monitoring and evaluation framework 
for the collective vision and framework for action and the Declaration on 
Navigating Policy with Data to Leave No One Behind to advance official 
statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, subject to the 
amendments suggested by member States and final review and approval by the 
Committee at its seventh session. 

Decision 2 

 The Committee decides to advance the mainstreaming of gender in its 
work. It requests the Bureau to propose, in consultation with the secretariat and 
development partners, draft recommendations to that end for consideration by 
the Committee, while bearing in mind the need to stay within existing regular 
budget resources. 

Decision 3 

 The Committee decides to feature accounting for integrated statistics and 
analysis in its future work with an emphasis on sharing country research and 
experiences and facilitating the provision of technical assistance. It requests the 
Bureau to propose, in consultation with the secretariat, draft recommendations 
to that end for consideration by the Committee, while bearing in mind the need 
to stay within existing regular budget resources. 

Decision 4 

 The Committee decides to feature big data for official statistics in its 
future work with an emphasis on sharing country research, experiences and good 
practices and facilitating capacity development. It requests the Bureau to 
propose, in consultation with the secretariat, draft recommendations to that end 
for consideration by the Committee, while bearing in mind the need to stay 
within existing regular budget resources. 

Decision 5 

 The Committee decides that the strengthening of national statistical 
offices, including the development of training and train-the-trainer programmes 
to address skill gaps in line with the 2030 Agenda, should be among the priorities 
of the Committee. It requests the Bureau to propose, in consultation with the 
secretariat and relevant development partners, draft recommendations to that end 
for consideration by the Committee, while bearing in mind the need to stay 
within existing regular budget resources. 
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 IV. Committee on Social Development on its sixth session 

 A. Overview 

13. The Committee on Social Development held its sixth session in Bangkok 
and online on 20 and 21 October 2020.3  

14. The Committee noted the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
employment, livelihoods, health-care systems and the institutional readiness of 
governments to support the most vulnerable. The importance of expanding 
social protection systems to aid recovery from the pandemic-related crisis and 
recession was emphasized by many representatives. The Committee also 
emphasized that universal social protection could reduce poverty and 
inequality, empower women and girls, and advance the inclusion of vulnerable 
and marginalized populations in development. In that regard, the Committee 
endorsed the Action Plan to Strengthen Regional Cooperation on Social 
Protection in Asia and the Pacific.4 

15. The Committee also endorsed the Asia-Pacific Indicator Framework for 
Voluntary Monitoring of Progress towards the Implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development and of the Commitments Contained in the Asian and Pacific 
Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development.5 Noting the need for 
region-specific guidance and for a monitoring framework for the 
implementation of the Programme of Action and the commitments contained in 
the Ministerial Declaration, the Committee reiterated its commitment and 
continued support for the implementation of the Programme of Action and to 
the Declaration as an enabler for implementing the 2030 Agenda. 

 B. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

16. The following decisions of the Committee on Social Development are 
brought to the attention of the Commission: 

Decision 1 

 The Committee endorses the Action Plan to Strengthen Regional 
Cooperation on Social Protection in Asia and the Pacific.6 

Decision 2 

 The Committee endorses the Asia-Pacific Indicator Framework for 
Monitoring Progress towards the Implementation of the Programme of Action 
of the International Conference on Population and Development and of the 
Commitments Contained in the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on 
Population and Development7 subject to the following clarifications: (a) the title 
of the Asia-Pacific Indicator Framework is to be changed to “Asia-Pacific 
Indicator Framework for Voluntary Monitoring of Progress towards the 
Implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development and of the Commitments Contained in the Asian 
and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development”; and (b) in 

 
3 See ESCAP/CSD/2020/3. 
4 ESCAP/CSD/2020/3, annex III. 
5 See ESCAP/CSD/2020/2/Rev.1. 
6 See ESCAP/CSD/2020/3, annex III and ESCAP/CSD/2020/1 (Action Plan). 
7 See ESCAP/CSD/2020/2/Rev.1. 
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tables 1 and 3, thematic area C is to be changed to “Sexual and reproductive 
health and reproductive rights” with appropriate footnotes inserted in 
accordance with the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and the 
outcome documents of their review conferences.8 

 V. Committee on Transport on its sixth session 

 A. Overview 

17. The Committee on Transport held its sixth session in Bangkok and 
online on 12 and 13 November 2020.9  

18. Recognizing that the COVID-19 pandemic has caused widespread 
socioeconomic impacts and disruptions across the Asia-Pacific region, the 
Committee called for a holistic approach to the future development of 
sustainable transport connectivity and mobility in the region and reaffirmed its 
support for the development of the Asian Highway network, Trans-Asian 
Railway network and network of dry ports of international importance as the 
key building blocks for sustainable transport infrastructure and operational 
connectivity in the region. 

19. The Committee welcomed the efforts of member States to ensure the 
uninterrupted supply of goods during the COVID-19 pandemic, noting that 
member countries of the Asian Highway network had maintained all or a 
significant part of their land borders open for freight and that freight transport 
had proceeded with limited interruptions along the Trans-Asian Railway 
network. The Committee underscored the need for stronger regional 
cooperation and integration, digitization and more harmonized rules and 
procedures for international transport. 

20. The Committee reaffirmed the important role of new technologies in the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and noted that innovative 
technology had been shown to have valuable benefits for transport operations in the 
pandemic environment. The Committee acknowledged digitization as a key enabler 
for the competitiveness of railway transport in times of pandemics. 

21. The Committee also discussed the direction of the next phase of the 
Regional Action Programme for Sustainable Transport Connectivity in Asia and 
the Pacific for the years 2022 to 2026, taking into account the need to accelerate 
progress towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
next phase of the Regional Action Programme is expected to include accelerated 
and transformational changes towards more resilient, environmentally 
sustainable and safer transport and mobility services in the region. 

 B. Matters calling for action by the Commission  

22. The following recommendations of the Committee on Transport are 
brought to the attention of the Commission for its consideration and possible 
action: 

Recommendation 1 

 The Committee recognizes that the exceptional circumstances created by 
the COVID-19 pandemic have positioned transport connectivity as an integral 

 
8 See ESCAP/CSD/2020/3, annex IV and ESCAP/CSD/2020/2/Rev.1 (list of indicators). 
9 See ESCAP/CTR/2020/6. 
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part of pandemic response and recovery policies and of further progress on the 
Sustainable Development Goals. The Committee calls for special attention to be 
paid to the issue of railway transport, which demonstrated its resilience during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Committee reaffirms the vital role of regional 
transport cooperation in these areas and recommends that concrete collaborative 
initiatives on sustainable freight and transport connectivity for efficient and 
resilient supply chains be taken up within the ESCAP regional mechanisms, 
including in the design of the draft of the next phase of the Regional Action 
Programme for Sustainable Transport Connectivity in Asia and the Pacific, to be 
considered in 2021 by the fourth Ministerial Conference on Transport. 

Recommendation 2 

 The Committee is of the view that enhanced efforts are needed to further 
advance regional and interregional transport connectivity, notably with regard to 
the Asian Highway network, the Trans-Asian Railway network, maritime ports 
and networks and intermodal corridors involving dry ports, with due 
consideration for the situation of the countries with special needs. In that regard, 
the Committee supports further harmonization of technical standards, as 
appropriate, improvement of legal frameworks, accelerated digitization and 
electronic data exchange, and other relevant measures, and the continuation of 
the exchange of best practices that provide for growth of regional connectivity. 
In this context, the Committee recommends that the fourth Ministerial 
Conference duly reflect all these thematic areas in the draft of the next phase of 
the Regional Action Programme. 

Recommendation 3 

 The Committee reaffirms the importance of continuing to consider issues 
related to Euro-Asian transport connectivity, including multimodal transport as 
well as solutions in the field of logistics, in accordance with its mandate. Against 
this background, the Committee requests the secretariat to explore, in a cost-
effective manner, the possibility of including additional stakeholders from 
government, the private sector and the scientific community as well as from 
other regions in the discussions on Euro-Asian connectivity.  

Recommendation 4 

 The Committee, having considered the environmental sustainability 
challenges facing the transport sector, including limiting greenhouse gas 
emissions, improving energy efficiency, shifting freight and passenger transport 
to sustainable modes, promoting the development of public passenger transport, 
smart transport systems and smart mobility, and promoting electric mobility and 
integrated urban transport planning, all while taking into account the specific 
circumstances of individual countries, recommends that the fourth Ministerial 
Conference include relevant environmental dimensions of transport systems and 
services in the draft of the next phase of the Regional Action Programme. 

Recommendation 5 

 Having considered the issues of safe and inclusive transport and mobility, 
the Committee recognizes the urgency of improving road traffic safety and calls 
for enhanced regional cooperation and concrete activities to accelerate progress 
on the relevant Sustainable Development Goals in the next phase of the Regional 
Action Programme. In addition, the Committee is of the view that safety in other 
transport modes, such as maritime and domestic ferry safety, could also be 
addressed in the regional cooperation efforts. In this context, the Committee 
recommends that members and associate members work with the secretariat in 



ESCAP/77/7 

 

10 B21-00226 

identifying the pressing transport safety needs in the region. It also recommends 
that the fourth Ministerial Conference accord more comprehensive attention to 
the accessibility and inclusion of transport and mobility in the design of the next 
phase of the Regional Action Programme. 

Recommendation 6 

 The Committee, having reviewed the progress in the implementation of 
the Regional Action Programme for Sustainable Transport Connectivity in Asia 
and the Pacific, phase I (2017–2021), and provided guidance on its remaining 
year of implementation (2021), having noted the invitation by the secretariat to 
nominate national focal points to evaluate its implementation in the first quarter 
of 2021, as mandated in Commission resolution 73/4, and having considered the 
proposed priority areas for the draft of the next phase of the Regional Action 
Programme in the context of the decade of action for the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the need to accelerate progress in that regard, 
recommends that the traditional focus areas such as infrastructure and 
operational connectivity, road safety, urban transport and digitization of 
transport be maintained in the next phase of the Regional Action Programme, 
while also considering a more holistic approach to strengthen the environmental 
and social dimensions of transport development and operations in the design of 
outcomes and activities, and requests the secretariat to take the appropriate steps 
to convene substantive consultations with members and associate members on 
developing the draft of the next phase of the Regional Action Programme in 
advance of the fourth Ministerial Conference.  

 VI. Committee on Environment and Development on its sixth 
session 

 A. Overview 

23. The Committee on Environment and Development held its sixth session in 
Bangkok and online on 9 and 10 December 2020.10  

24. The Committee noted the interrelations between the environment and 
development and between environmental health and human health and noted that 
the pandemic was a wake-up call and a unique opportunity to promote genuinely 
transformative green, resilient and inclusive recovery and to deliver stronger 
environmental, health, economic and sustainability outcomes. 

25. The Committee highlighted a number of specific environmental issues of 
key importance in the region and member States’ commitments to address them. 
Those challenges included climate change, marine litter, air pollution, the protection 
of biodiversity and terrestrial and marine ecosystems, developing green cities and 
green energy, waste management, climate smart agricultural technologies for 
promoting food security, and localization of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

26. The Committee noted the importance of strengthening regional cooperation 
on environment and development and expressed support for the establishment of a 
technical expert group on environment and development, with inclusive and 
transparent work modalities, to enhance the effectiveness of current collaboration 
among member States between sessions of the Committee. 

 
10  See ESCAP/CED/2020/4. 
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 B. Matters calling for action by the Commission  

27. The following recommendation of the Committee on Environment and 
Development is brought to the attention of the Commission for its consideration 
and possible action: 

Recommendation  

 The Committee recommends that the activities under the subprogramme 
on environment and development continue to be based upon and contribute to 
the achievement of the objectives and priority areas identified in the Ministerial 
Declaration on Environment and Development for Asia and the Pacific, 2017, 
and the regional road map for implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development in Asia and the Pacific. 

 C. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

28. The following decision adopted by the Committee on Environment and 
Development is brought to the attention of the Commission: 

Decision 

 The Committee decides to establish, within existing resources, the 
Technical Expert Group on Environment and Development to enhance regional 
exchange and to mobilize technical expertise in support of the Commission’s 
efforts to accelerate environmental and sustainable development action.  

29. The Committee requests the secretariat to (a) organize the preparation, as 
appropriate, of terms of reference of the Technical Expert Group on 
Environment and Development and submit to member States for consideration 
and (b) seek nominations of experts from member States three weeks prior, to 
the first meeting of the Group. 

 VII. Committee on Trade and Investment on its seventh session 

 A. Overview 

30. The Committee on Trade and Investment held its seventh session in 
Bangkok and online from 27 to 29 January 2021.11  

31. Recognizing that trade and investment were crucial for swift post-
pandemic economic recovery, the Committee reaffirmed its commitment to 
multilateralism, including the multilateral trading system, maintaining global 
and regional value chains and enhancing regional cooperation in trade and 
investment with a view to working together to achieve shared objectives, 
including the Sustainable Development Goals, by sharing best practices and 
experiences on making trade and investment work during the pandemic and on 
how to recover from it. 

32. The Committee recognized that digitalization, accelerated by the 
pandemic, could create new economic opportunities, including in trade and 
investment and, in that regard, noted the need to intensify efforts to reduce the 
digital divide in and between the developing countries of the Asia-Pacific region. 

33. The Committee recognized the importance of both inward and outward 
foreign direct investment for sustainable development and that increased 

 
11 See ESCAP/CTI/2021/4. 
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investment in the Sustainable Development Goal sectors was key to the 
sustainable, comprehensive and inclusive recovery of the global economy after 
the crisis.  

34. The Committee recognized that the private sector played an important 
role in job and income creation and poverty reduction through trade and 
investment and benefited from multilateralism and that therefore engaging the 
private sector in developing national development strategies, investment policies 
and related legal and regulatory framework was important. 

 B. Matters calling for action by the Commission 

35. The following recommendations of the Committee on Trade and 
Investment are brought to the attention of the Commission for its consideration 
and possible action: 

Recommendation 1 

 The Committee, recognizing the role of trade and investment in coping 
with and recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic, reaffirms its commitment 
to multilateralism and regional cooperation in trade and investment in order to 
guarantee the steady flow of goods at national border-crossing points. In this 
context, it recommends that the secretariat continue its activities in trade, 
investment and enterprise development with a view to achieving the targets of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including by enhancing and 
making more effective the regional cooperation mechanisms established by the 
member States, such as the Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement and other regional 
trade and economic partnership agreements, taking into account in particular the 
vulnerabilities of countries with special needs. 

Recommendation 2 

 The Committee recommends the inclusion of provisions, in future 
regional trade and cooperation agreements, that limit disruption to trade, 
investment and associated global value chains in times of pandemics and other 
crises. It further recommends the inclusion of provisions in those agreements in 
support of sustainable development. 

Recommendation 3 

 The Committee expresses its support and appreciation for the 
secretariat’s online tool Trade Intelligence and Negotiation Adviser (TINA), 
which is aimed at assisting ESCAP member States in the negotiation of trade 
agreements, with the ultimate objective of enhancing trade in support of the 
2030 Agenda, and recommends that this work be continued. 

Recommendation 4 

 Recognizing the importance of foreign direct investment (FDI) in 
recovering from the crisis and building back better with a view to implementing 
the 2030 Agenda, the Committee recommends that increased attention be paid 
to the role of both inward and outward FDI in promoting sustainable 
development and that countries promote transparent investment regimes. In this 
context, the Committee supports the secretariat’s initiatives to (a) study the 
possibility of creating an online platform within existing resources that helps 
member States to match inward and outward investment, and (b) develop 
templates for indicators that help member States to evaluate the contribution of 
FDI to sustainable development. 
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Recommendation 5 

 Recognizing the importance of micro-, small and medium-sized 
enterprises in recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic and contributing to 
employment and economic growth, the Committee recommends that the 
secretariat continue its work in support of these enterprises and their integration 
into value chains. The Committee also underscores the need to pay special 
attention to those micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises managed and/or 
owned by women. 

Recommendation 6 

 The Committee, recognizing the role of the business sector in 
implementing the 2030 Agenda, recommends that the modalities used by the 
secretariat to engage business for that purpose, namely the ESCAP Sustainable 
Business Network and the Asia-Pacific Business Forum, be maintained and 
further developed, and further recommends that the secretariat enhance its 
efforts to promote the adoption and implementation of innovative business 
approaches that contribute to sustainability, including internationally recognized 
principles and standards of responsible business conduct such as those contained 
in the United Nations Global Compact. 

Recommendation 7 

 The Committee, recognizing the growing importance of e-commerce 
and digital trade, recommends that member States enhance collaboration, when 
appropriate, on reducing trade barriers to goods and services underpinning 
digital trade in order to ensure seamless and secure electronic exchange of trade 
data and documents across borders, and on harmonizing rules and regulations 
affecting e-commerce and digital trade. It further recommends that existing 
standards, international frameworks and initiatives, including the Framework 
Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the 
Pacific, be leveraged to the extent possible. 

Recommendation 8 

 Recognizing the prospects of and challenges posed by the fourth 
industrial revolution, the Committee recommends that the secretariat initiate a 
study regarding the impacts of the fourth industrial revolution on production, 
employment, business and trade, including on the required policy and technical 
support for the small and emerging economies to cope with such impacts. 

 C. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

36. The following decisions adopted by the Committee on Trade and 
Investment are brought to the attention of the Commission: 

Decision 1 

 The Committee decides to request the secretariat to deepen its analysis 
of existing conventional, e-commerce and digital trade rules and regulations, in 
collaboration with other relevant organizations, with a view to promoting 
harmonization and identifying international best practices. 

Decision 2 

 Recognizing that a significant gap still remains in the e-commerce and 
digital trade capabilities between least developed countries and other economies, 
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the Committee decides to request the secretariat to provide support to smaller 
economies and least developed countries, including the development of 
pragmatic policy recommendations, capacity-building, technology transfer and 
the initiation of a study on the impact of the harmonization of e-commerce and 
digital trade rules and regulations on the effective participation of those countries 
in e-commerce and digital trade. 

Decision 3 

 The Committee decides to request the secretariat to organize within 
existing resources regional consultations on trade and investment for the specific 
purpose of helping least developed countries to cope with and recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic in support of their graduation from least developed 
country status, especially in the context of their engagement in the World Trade 
Organization. 

Decision 4 

The Committee decides to take note of the findings and 
recommendations contained in the following documents: 

(a) Recent trends and developments in trade and investment in Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP/CTI/2021/1/Rev.1); 

(b) Promoting inward and outward foreign direct investment in the 
post-coronavirus-disease era (ESCAP/CTI/2021/2); 

(c) Work of the secretariat and associated results and priorities 
pertaining to trade and investment under the subprogramme on trade, investment 
and innovation (ESCAP/CTI/2021/3); 

(d) Outcome of the Asia-Pacific Business Forum 2019 
(ESCAP/CTI/2021/INF/1); 

(e) Outcome of the Asia-Pacific Business Forum 2020 
(ESCAP/CTI/2021/INF/2). 

 VIII. Committee on Energy on its third session 

 A. Overview 

37. The Committee on Energy held its third session in Bangkok and online 
from 24 to 26 February 2021.12 

38. The Committee discussed the energy transition towards sustainability in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic, focusing on policy solutions for a greener, 
more resilient, and inclusive energy future in Asia and the Pacific. The Committee 
noted the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on national and regional energy 
production, demand and recovery and noted that particular importance should be 
given to the diversification of energy production to ensure the stability of the energy 
sector in the region. The Committee also recognized that the current crisis might 
bring new opportunities for the energy transition towards sustainability.  

39. The Committee reviewed progress made towards achieving Sustainable 
Development Goal 7 in the region, in particular in terms of increasing energy 
access, increasing the share of renewable energy and improving energy efficiency.  

 
12 See ESCAP/CE/2021/6. 
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40. The Committee recognized the important role played by cross-border 
power system connectivity in maintaining energy security and increasing 
electricity supply and the uptake of renewable energy and in building resilience 
while rebuilding the economy from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
that regard, the Committee endorsed the Regional Road Map on Power System 
Connectivity: Promoting Cross-border Electricity Connectivity for Sustainable 
Development. 

41. The Committee also discussed the preparatory work for the third Asian 
and Pacific Energy Forum, to be held in 2023.  

 B. Matters calling for action by the Commission 

42. The following recommendations of the Committee on Energy are 
brought to the attention of the Commission for its consideration and possible 
action: 

Recommendation 1 

 The Committee, reaffirming the need for energy transition for the 
Asia-Pacific region for sustainable development and in recovering from the 
COVID-19 pandemic through regional cooperation, and recognizing, in this 
context, the work of the secretariat to address energy security and resilience 
issues, recommends the secretariat integrate these issues into its activities at the 
regional, subregional and national levels.  

Recommendation 2 

 The Committee, acknowledging the efforts of member States to attain the 
national targets on energy access, renewables and efficiency, recognizing that 
the Asia-Pacific region is still far from achieving the vision of ensuring access 
to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all, invites its members 
to accelerate the pace of progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 7 and 
further promote sharing of experiences and lessons learned, through regional 
cooperation, in order to effectively contribute to the achievement of Goal 7. 

Recommendation 3 

 In preparing the organization of the third Asian and Pacific Energy 
Forum in 2023, the Committee recommends the agenda to be developed in 
consultation with member States, including through the Advisory Committee of 
Permanent Representatives and Other Representatives Designated by Members 
of the Commission and that the background documents be developed with advice 
from the Expert Working Groups on Energy Connectivity and on Universal 
Access to Modern Energy Services, Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and 
Cleaner Use of Fossil Fuels. 

Recommendation 4 

 The Committee recommends strengthening national capacity on 
sustainable energy, including in terms of developing strategies for clean cooking 
and for the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 7, including at the 
municipal level, and requests the secretariat to support member States in these 
efforts.  

43. The Committee requests the secretariat to facilitate the efforts of member 
States in further defining and strengthening energy connectivity in the Pacific to 
attain Sustainable Development Goal 7. 
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 C. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

44. The following decisions adopted by the Committee on Energy are 
brought to the attention of the Commission: 

Decision 1 

 The Committee commends the work delivered by the Expert Working 
Group on Energy Connectivity and endorses the Regional Road Map on Power 
System Connectivity: Promoting Cross-border Electricity Connectivity for 
Sustainable Development. The Committee decides that the Expert Working 
Group will continue to provide advice to the secretariat in the implementation of 
the Regional Road Map.  

Decision 2 

 The Committee endorses the terms of reference of the Expert Working 
Groups on Energy Connectivity and on Universal Access to Modern Energy 
Services, Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Cleaner Use of Fossil Fuels 
with amendments. 

_________________ 


