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Note by the secretariat 

Summary 

The present document contains information on the proposed dates and venue 

of the seventy-eighth session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 

the Pacific, which is to be held in 2022, and a proposal for a theme topic for that 

session. 

The Commission may wish to take a decision on these matters. 

 I. Introduction 

1. The present document contains suggestions made by the secretariat for 
the consideration of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP) at its seventy-seventh session, including the dates and venue 

of and theme topic for its seventy-eighth session, to be held in 2022. 

 II. Dates and venue 

2. Rule 1 of the rules of procedure of the Commission requires it to 
recommend the dates and venue for its next session, subject to the approval of 

the Economic and Social Council and in consultation with the 

Secretary-General. In accordance with established practice, at each session, the 
Commission recommends the convening of the next session. The actual dates 

and venue are then determined by the Executive Secretary in consultation with 

the members and the Chair of the Commission. 

3. In addition, in rule 1 of the rules of procedure, it is stated that sessions 

of the Commission shall ordinarily be held at the office of the United Nations 

in Asia and the Pacific, unless the Commission recommends otherwise. 
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4. It is proposed that the seventy-eighth session be held in Bangkok from 

23 to 27 May 2022, taking into account major meetings and holidays during 
April and May 2022 that could have an impact on both the servicing of and 

participation in the session. 

 III. Theme topic 

5. The Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives and Other 
Representatives Designated by Members of the Commission, at its 

393rd session, held on 18 March 2021, considered a proposal for a theme topic 

for the seventy-eighth session of the Commission and an outline of issues to 

be covered in the proposed theme study. A description of the proposed theme 
topic of “A common agenda to advance sustainable development in Asia and 

the Pacific” and an outline of the proposed theme study are provided below. 

6. Moreover, it is proposed that the third Ministerial Conference on 
Regional Economic Cooperation and Integration in Asia and the Pacific, 

scheduled to take place in 2021, be postponed to 2022. This would allow the 

work of ESCAP in advancing regional economic cooperation and integration 
to be aligned with the new regional cooperation agenda to be discussed by 

member States at the seventy-eighth session of the Commission. 

A common agenda to advance sustainable development in Asia and 

the Pacific 

7. Since the establishment of ESCAP in 1947, countries in the 

Asia-Pacific region have witnessed extraordinary progress. The region, then 
composed of mainly agrarian economies suffering from the ravages of World 

War II, has since become an economic and technological powerhouse and 

global growth engine. Millions of people have been lifted out of poverty, 
health-care provisions and educational services have expanded, and the region 

has gained connectivity through trade and transport. However, in spite of all 

its progress, the region is still not on the path to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals by 2030. Achieving inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
development will require accelerated actions and major transformations that 

move countries away from their growth-focused development pathways. 

8. The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic plunged the region and 

the world into a crisis unlike any other in living memory and risks rolling back 

hard-won development gains. The costs of the economic slowdown will have 
significant negative impacts on economic and social development across the 

region. Conversely, the pandemic has also provided new opportunities and, 

perhaps, a new resolve to abandon business as usual and change direction. 

9. In this context, the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations, in 

2020, coincided with the biggest global crisis since the founding of the 

Organization and prompted the General Assembly to adopt a far-reaching 
declaration outlining a common agenda for present and future generations to 

leave no one behind, protect the planet, be prepared for disasters and 

pandemics and upgrade the United Nations to place it at the centre of these 

efforts.1 

10. In 2022, ESCAP will be celebrating its own seventy-fifth anniversary. 
As the Commission approaches this landmark milestone, it is poised to engage 

in dialogue on the future of regional cooperation to advance the 2030 Agenda 

 
1 General Assembly resolution 75/1. 
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for Sustainable Development and deliver on the common agenda outlined by 

Member States. The need for multilateralism and regional cooperation is as 
great today as it was seventy-five years ago, but countries in the region can 

now look to one another for solutions and provide the rest of the world with a 

blueprint to follow. 

11. Building on the deliberations of the Commission, at its seventy-seventh 

session, on building back better from crises through regional cooperation in 

Asia and the Pacific, the theme study for the seventy-eighth session would help 
to shape the future of regional cooperation centred around a new form of 

multilateralism and regional cooperation. An inclusive and networked 

multilateralism could promote greater coherence, greater coordination and a 

whole-of-system approach across regional processes. Regional cooperative 
partnerships and mission-oriented coalitions could be put in place to address 

pandemics, crises and other transboundary challenges, including climate 

change. This inclusive and networked multilateralism would need to be fit for 
purpose in addressing major challenges, including those described in the 

following paragraphs. 

12. Building the resilience of people and nations is a prerequisite for 

addressing not only the vulnerabilities exposed by the pandemic but also 
inequalities and poverty. Disaster and pandemic preparedness in a holistic 

sense would build health system resilience, provide equitable access to health 

and strengthen social protection as well as reduce disaster risk. What are the 
mechanisms and means to build resilient people and nations in Asia and the 

Pacific in the aftermath of COVID-19? 

13. Durable and sustainable regional connectivity, in particular in trade, 
transport, energy and information and communications technology, is a 

fundamental building block of the region’s progress. The temporary closure of 

borders and hampering of transport served as a reminder of the importance of 

neighbours with regard to livelihood and of the value of regional integration, 
especially for least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and 

small island developing States. Building resilience in regional supply chains, 

trade and connectivity could ensure that the region is better prepared for future 
pandemics, disasters and shocks. In the process, how can connectivity and 

trade become vehicles not just for resilient growth but for sustainable 

development? 

14. A climate- and nature-centred development could help to move the 

region away from the growth-led development models that have led to 

environmental destruction, leaving people more vulnerable than ever. This 

destruction and vulnerability was illustrated by COVID-19, which is a zoonotic 
disease. It is also evident in the region’s greenhouse gas emissions and air 

pollution. How can the region shift towards green and blue economies that 

enable it to achieve deep decarbonization and maintain the integrity of its 

ecosystems? 

15. Delivering on the promise of digital technologies is important for 

achieving inclusive, resilient and sustainable development. The unprecedented 

speed and scale of technology diffusion is increasingly blurring the lines 
between the physical, digital and biological spheres. Digital innovations such 

as big data, the Internet of things, artificial intelligence, massive open online 

courses, 3D printing and digital automation, among many others, have been 
transforming how knowledge is developed and applied, goods are 

manufactured and services are delivered. How could these innovations be 

applied with a view to making resilient people and nations and achieving 
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durable and sustainable connectivity and a climate- and nature-centred 

development? 

16. Investments in resilience, connectivity and nature will require money. 

An additional $1.5 trillion dollars per year was the estimated amount needed 

before the pandemic. Since financial resources are available, the question is 
how to direct them towards the 2030 Agenda, whether nationally, by opening 

up the fiscal space including through green and sustainable financing 

instruments, or regionally, through sustainable foreign direct investment, 

finance and official development assistance. 

 IV. Previous theme topics 

17. For reference, a list of the theme topics of previous Commission 

sessions is contained in the annex to the present document. 

 V. Issues for consideration by the Commission 

18. The Commission may wish to consider the dates and venue of its 
seventy-eighth session, to be held in 2022, and to provide the secretariat with 

guidance in this regard. 

19. The Commission may also wish to consider the proposed theme topic 

of “A common agenda to advance sustainable development in Asia and the 

Pacific” and the outline of the proposed theme study. 

20. The Commission may also wish to postpone the third Ministerial 

Conference on Regional Economic Cooperation and Integration in Asia and 
the Pacific, scheduled for 2021, to 2022, to allow the work of ESCAP in 

advancing regional economic cooperation and integration to be aligned with 

the new regional cooperation agenda to be discussed by member States at the 

seventy-eighth session of the Commission. 
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Annex 

List of theme topics of previous Commission sessions 

Sessiona Year Theme topic 

40 1984 Technology for development 

41 1985 Technology for development 

42 1986 Human resources development 

43 1987 Human resources development 

44 1988 Human resources development 

45 1989 Restructuring the developing ESCAP economies in the 1990s 

46 1990 Restructuring the developing ESCAP economies in the 1990s 

47 1991 Industrial restructuring in Asia and the Pacific, in particular with a view to 

strengthening regional cooperation 

48 1992 Regional economic cooperation in the ESCAP region: prospects, priorities and 

policy options 

49 1993 Expansion of investment and intraregional trade as a vehicle for enhancing 

regional economic cooperation and development 

50 1994 Infrastructure development as key to economic growth and regional economic 

cooperation 

51 1995 Strengthening of regional cooperation in human resources development with 

special reference to the social implications of sustainable economic growth in 

Asia and the Pacific 

52 1996 Sustainable development and poverty alleviation in Asia and the Pacific 

53 1997 Asia and the Pacific into the twenty-first century: opportunities and challenges 

for ESCAP 

54 1998 Asia and the Pacific into the twenty-first century: status of and prospects for 

social development 

55 1999 Asia and the Pacific into the twenty-first century: information technology, 

globalization, economic security and development 

56 2000 Development through globalization and partnership in the twenty-first century: 

an Asia-Pacific perspective for integrating developing countries and economies 

in transition into the international trading system on a fair and equitable basis 

57 2001 Balanced development of urban and rural areas and regions within the countries 

of Asia and the Pacific 

58 2002 Sustainable social development in a period of rapid globalization: challenges, 

opportunities and policy options 

59 2003 Integrating economic and social concerns, especially HIV/AIDS, in meeting the 

needs of the region 

60 2004 Meeting the challenges in an era of globalization by strengthening regional 

development cooperation 

61 2005 Implementing the Monterrey Consensus in the Asian and Pacific region: 

achieving coherence and consistency 
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Sessiona Year Theme topic 

62 2006 Enhancing regional cooperation in infrastructure development, including that 

related to disaster management 

63 2007 Development of health systems in the context of enhancing economic growth 

towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific 

64 2008 Energy security and sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific 

65 2009 Towards sustainable agriculture and food security in the Asia-Pacific region 

66 2010 Addressing challenges in the achievement of the Millennium Development 

Goals: promoting a stable and supportive financial system; and green growth or 
environmentally sustainable economic growth, including through technology 

and financing 

67 2011 Beyond the crises: long-term perspectives on social protection and development 

in Asia and the Pacific 

68 2012 Enhancing regional economic integration in Asia and the Pacific 

69 2013 Opportunities to build resilience to natural disasters and major economic crises 

70 2014 Regional connectivity for shared prosperity 

71 2015 Balancing the three dimensions of sustainable development: from integration to 

implementation 

72 2016 Science, technology and innovation for sustainable development 

73 2017 Regional cooperation for sustainable energy 

74 2018 Inequality in the era of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

75 2019 Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality 

76 2020 Promoting economic, social and environmental cooperation on oceans for 

sustainable development 

77 2021 Building back better from crises through regional cooperation in Asia and the 

Pacific 

a From the fortieth to the seventy-seventh session. 

_________________ 


