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Note by the secretariat 

Summary 

The present document contains an overview of the secretariat’s partnerships, 

extrabudgetary contributions and technical cooperation work in 2020. The steps 

taken by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific to strengthen 

its relations with partners and donors are highlighted, and a summary of 

extrabudgetary contributions made available to the secretariat in 2020 is provided. 
The document also serves to elaborate upon the delivery of the Commission’s 

technical cooperation work in 2020, using examples of results achieved in 

cooperation with some of the key partners of the secretariat. The effective use of 

partnerships by the secretariat in implementing its programme of work and mandates 

is highlighted, with a particular focus on the Commission’s partnerships with other 

United Nations entities at the regional level, including through the newly established 

United Nations regional collaborative platform in Asia and the Pacific and through 

engagement with regional and subregional partners. 

The Commission may wish to take note of the present document and provide 

the secretariat with further guidance on the development, direction and priorities of 

its partnerships, extrabudgetary contributions and technical cooperation work. 

 I. Introduction  

1. The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic spread across the 

region at an unprecedented pace and had an enormous impact on the people 

and economies of the Asia-Pacific region and the rest of the world. 

Governments were forced to adopt mitigation measures such as restrictions on 
travel and movement as well as social distancing, including working from 

home, most of which have continued into early 2021. Such measures have also 

affected the delivery of the capacity development work under the Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) technical 

cooperation programme, which was predominantly funded by the 

extrabudgetary funds received from the Member States and various 

development cooperation partners. 
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2. In 2020, the technical cooperation programme provided support for 

member States, with a focus on least developed countries, landlocked 

developing countries and small island developing States, in the priority areas 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and in addressing the 

socioeconomic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

3. The new reality that emerged with the COVID-19 pandemic further 

redefined the ways in which ESCAP operated and delivered its services to the 
member States. The secretariat previously relied heavily on face-to-face policy 

dialogues, training sessions, advisory services and travel in its operations and 

service delivery. 

4. The secretariat responded quickly to adapt to the new normal, taking a 

range of alternate measures to ensure delivery of its capacity development 

work with minimal disruption, including online policy dialogues, workshops 
and training sessions, webinars, use of e-learning platforms and national 

consultations. 

5. In 2020, ESCAP continued to actively pursue partnerships with a 

variety of entities within and outside the United Nations to help member States 
to respond to and build back better from COVID-19. It also assumed an active 

convening and secretarial role in supporting the new United Nations regional 

collaborative platform in Asia and the Pacific, which was established by 
merging two existing regional coordination mechanisms, as part of the United 

Nations development system reforms led by the Secretary-General. 

 II. Partnership developments in 2020 

6. Partnerships lie at the heart of the Commission’s work in delivering on 

the 2030 Agenda and other global and regional agendas. Partnerships have 
proved critical in assisting member States to respond to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and build back better through regional and subregional 

cooperation, in particular in three main work streams: (a) protecting people and 
enhancing resilience; (b) supporting economic recovery; and (c) restoring 

supply chains and supporting small and medium-sized enterprises. In this 

context, ESCAP has continued to expand partnerships with all relevant 
stakeholders, including governments at all levels, organizations within and 

outside the United Nations development system, development banks, 

academia, civil society organizations and the private sector. Examples of 

ESCAP partnerships are given below: 

(a) Partnerships in support of technical cooperation with different 

categories of development cooperation partners, including member States, 

which provide both financial and in-kind contributions to ESCAP; 

(b) Partnerships with United Nations development system entities, 

including facilitation of system-wide coherence through the newly established 

regional collaborative platform in Asia and the Pacific; 

(c) Partnerships with regional and subregional organizations, 
including the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the 

Economic Cooperation Organization, the Eurasian Economic Commission and 

the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC); 

(d) Partnerships with civil society, including through the 

Asia-Pacific Civil Society Forum on Sustainable Development; 

(e) Partnerships with the private sector, including through the 

ESCAP Sustainable Business Network and its associated task forces. 
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 A. Facilitating the efforts of the United Nations to work as one at the 

regional level 

7. The secretariat supported United Nations collaboration at the regional 

level in its convening and secretarial role in the newly established regional 

collaborative platform in Asia and the Pacific. The Executive Secretary of 
ESCAP serves as the Co-Vice-Chair of the regional collaborative platform 

alongside the Director of the United Nations Development Programme 

Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific. Together with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the Development Coordination Office 

in Asia and the Pacific, ESCAP also assumes the secretarial function of the 

platform. Central to strengthening the interface of the analytical and policy 

work of the platform was the work of the five issue-based coalitions focusing 
on (a) climate change mitigation, (b) building resilience, (c) inclusion and 

empowerment, (d) human mobility and urbanization and (e) human rights, 

gender equality and women’s empowerment. The platform is also supported 
by four inter-agency working groups on (a) knowledge management, (b) 

reporting of system-wide results, (c) Sustainable Development Goal data and 

statistics and (d) regional operations management. 

8. In March 2020, participants at a meeting on the United Nations 
development system in Asia and the Pacific, chaired by the Deputy 

Secretary-General, took stock of the progress in the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda in Asia and the Pacific and the regional reform of the United 
Nations development system. They identified the thematic areas critical for 

collective actions at the regional level leading up to the identification of the 

five issue-based coalitions in the region. Subsequent to the meeting, the five 
proposed issue-based coalitions and the value proposition of the United 

Nations development system in Asia and the Pacific were presented to member 

States at the Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, held in 

May 2020. As soon as the Economic and Social Council welcomed the 
Secretary-General’s recommendations to harness regional assets in July 2020,1 

the coalitions and the working groups developed their workplans and identified 

key deliverables for 2020 and 2021, with a focus on supporting 
COVID-19 assessments and responses. In 2020, some of the coalitions’ 

deliverables to which ESCAP directly contributed are listed below: 

(a) The issue-based coalition on climate change mitigation delivered 
(i) a regional advocacy initiative on accelerating actions on air pollution on the 

occasion of the first International Day of Clean Air for blue skies, (ii) technical 

assistance to countries on the development of carbon pricing and market 

mechanisms and (iii) the mapping of regional and subregional initiatives on 

clean air and a regional clean air fund; 

(b) The issue-based coalition on building resilience delivered the 

regional report entitled Recovering from COVID-19: Lessons from Past 
Disasters in Asia and the Pacific, in which it highlighted learnings from past 

disasters and 10 lessons and good practices from Asia and the Pacific to help 

to guide countries in the COVID-19 recovery; 

(c) The issue-based coalition on inclusion and empowerment 
delivered the discussion paper entitled “Social protection responses to 

COVID-19 in Asia and the Pacific: the story so far and future considerations”, 

in which it explored how short-term measures could be transformed into a 

comprehensive and shock-responsive social protection system; 

 
1 See Economic and Social Council resolution 2020/23. 
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(d) The issue-based coalition on human mobility and urbanization 

conducted a mapping exercise and published a compendium of activities, 

studies and rapid assessments related to human mobility and urbanization 
during COVID-19, consolidating key initiatives by members of the coalition 

to tackle the pandemic in various countries with a view to informing United 

Nations country teams and other stakeholders; 

(e) The issue-based coalition on human rights, gender equality and 
women’s empowerment developed a number of tools supporting the United 

Nations country teams, including (i) guidance on including gender equality and 

human rights in rapid assessments and socioeconomic surveys regarding the 
impact of COVID-19, (ii) a repository of resources on human rights, gender 

equality and women’s empowerment in the COVID-19 response and (iii) a 

presentation on the integration of human rights, gender equality and women’s 
empowerment into responses and recovery with related key messages; and in 

August 2020, it convened the region’s first e-training session for United 

Nations country teams across Asia and the Pacific on the Gender Equality 

Marker and its application in the proposals to the United Nations 

COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund, and on the UN-Info platform. 

9. In October 2020, the inter-agency working group led by ESCAP and 

the Development Coordination Office in Asia and the Pacific put in place the 
Asia-Pacific Regional Knowledge Management Hub, which draws from the 

existing Sustainable Development Goals Help Desk developed by ESCAP, 

with additional resources and financial contributions from the broader regional 

United Nations development system. 

10. At the request of the resident coordinators and through the Peer Support 

Group for Asia and the Pacific, ESCAP continued providing substantive inputs 

to the development of the common country analysis. The inputs were focused 
on (a) the regional, subregional and transboundary analysis relevant for the 

common country analysis; (b) national Sustainable Development Goal 

progress assessments using ESCAP methodologies; and (c) analyses to identify 
the furthest behind and measure inequality of opportunities. In 2020, ESCAP 

provided technical inputs in Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

Maldives, Thailand, Viet Nam and the Pacific island countries and territories 

serviced by the multi-country offices in Fiji and Samoa. 

 B. Working with regional and subregional partners 

11. In 2020, ESCAP continued working with a range of regional and 
subregional partners, including under formal cooperation agreements. These 

partners included ADB, ASEAN, the Association of Pacific Rim Universities, 

the Economic Cooperation Organization, the Eurasian Development Bank, the 

Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), the Multi-Global Navigation Satellite 
Systems Asia, the Pacific Community, the Pacific Islands Forum secretariat, 

SAARC and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 

12. The ESCAP secretariat and ADB continued their long-standing 
partnership under an ongoing memorandum of understanding, in particular on 

regional connectivity (transport, trade and trade facilitation), energy and 

statistics. In 2020, as part of the second phase of the partnership, ESCAP, ADB 
and UNDP prepared and released a joint publication entitled Fast-Tracking the 

SDGs: Driving Asia-Pacific Transformations, which informed discussions at 

the Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development. In November 

2020, the three entities entered into a third phase of the regional partnership to 
further enhance the capacity of target stakeholders in developing countries to 

effectively implement policies in support of Sustainable Development Goal 
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achievement in the region, including through the development of 

policy-oriented knowledge products. 

13. In 2020, ESCAP collaborated with other United Nations entities and 
ASEAN to deliver the final commitments under the Plan of Action to 

Implement the Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership between 

ASEAN and the United Nations (2016–2020). The United Nations and the 

ASEAN secretariat reported on the delivery of the Plan of Action in a joint 
report presented at the ASEAN-United Nations Ministerial Meeting, held in 

October 2020. According to the report, 97 out of the 103 action lines, or 

94 per cent, had been implemented. At the eleventh ASEAN-United Nations 
Summit, held in November 2020, ASEAN and the United Nations adopted the 

next Plan of Action, for the period 2021–2025. 

14. With the spread of COVID-19 enveloping the Asia-Pacific region in 
early 2020, ESCAP engaged extensively with ASEAN and the member 

countries on the impact of COVID-19 on the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The secretariat facilitated policy dialogues and provided strategic and 

substantive inputs to the development of the ASEAN recovery framework in 
line with the ambitions of the 2030 Agenda. High-level dialogues organized in 

collaboration with ASEAN included (a) the ASEAN-ESCAP high-level policy 

dialogue on building a resilient ASEAN economic community in the aftermath 
of COVID-19 (May 2020); (b) the fourth high-level brainstorming dialogue on 

enhancing complementarities between the ASEAN Community Vision 

2025 and the 2030 Agenda (June 2020); and (c) the Fourth South-East Asia 
Multi-Stakeholder Forum on Implementation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (October 2020). As part of the progressive joint efforts of ASEAN and 

ESCAP, these policy dialogues addressed the challenges and issues 

confronting ASEAN member countries and supported the identification of 

pathways leading to a full recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

15. At the international policy level, the Secretary-General’s policy brief 

on the impact of COVID-19 on South-East Asia was issued in July 2020. The 
ESCAP-led policy brief served to highlight how regional recovery should 

tackle inequality, bridge the digital divide, green the economy and uphold 

human rights and good governance. The policy brief included several 

recommendations for the region and the recognition of the critical multisectoral 
role of ASEAN in promoting regional cooperation in response to the pandemic. 

The secretariat also supported the organization of the eleventh ASEAN-United 

Nations Summit at the thirty-fifth ASEAN Summit and related summits 
attended by ASEAN leaders, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 

the Secretary-General of ASEAN. 

16. In 2020, ESCAP and IsDB initiated a new collaboration on urban 
development, organizing a joint urban policy workshop and issuing technical 

notes. The ESCAP secretariat, together with the Pacific Community and other 

development partners, held a series of online multi-stakeholder regional policy 

dialogues for the Pacific island countries. The policy dialogues promoted 
South-South learning among the Pacific island countries and identified 

opportunities to close the policy and legal gaps to protect the Pacific 

communities most prone to the impacts of climate change. 

 C. Partnerships for the implementation of the programme of work 

17. With increasing demands to deliver concrete results at the global, 

regional and national levels, ESCAP is working to strengthen country-level 
support, bringing together national Governments, intergovernmental 

organizations, development banks, civil society, the private sector and local 
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communities. The diversity and scope of these partnerships are critical for the 

successful implementation of the Commission’s capacity development projects 

and initiatives in response to the transboundary challenges and needs of 

countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 

18. The secretariat implemented several measures and actions in 2020 to 

further develop relations and cooperation with development partners and 

donors: 

(a) New strategic agreements in the form of memorandums of 

understanding with various partners, including the China Public Private 

Partnerships Centre, the Global Green Growth Institute, the International 
Renewable Energy Agency, the United Nations Human Settlements 

Programme (UN-Habitat), and the renewed tripartite regional partnership on 

the Sustainable Development Goals among ESCAP, ADB and UNDP; and 
initiation of negotiations on new or renewed memorandums of understanding, 

expected to be finalized in 2021, with the Asian Institute of Technology, ADB, 

the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the Economic Cooperation 

Organization, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Pacific Community 

and the Pacific Regional Environment Programme secretariat; 

(b) Implementation of a partnership with the Forum for East 

Asia-Latin America Cooperation, through a multi-donor trust fund 
administered jointly by ESCAP and the Economic Commission for Latin 

America and the Caribbean, to support interregional cooperation between East 

Asia and Latin America; 

(c) Annual consultation meeting in a hybrid format with China, held 

on 8 December 2020, at which participants reviewed the achievements of 

projects funded by the China-ESCAP Cooperation Programme and other 

partners from the country, agreed on the future priority areas under this 
partnership and laid grounds for the overarching trust fund agreement to 

administer the Programme; 

(d) Annual consultation meeting in a hybrid format with the 
Republic of Korea, held on 16 December 2020, at which participants reviewed 

the achievements of projects funded by the Korea-ESCAP Cooperation Fund 

and other partners from the country and agreed on the future priority areas 

under this partnership; 

(e) Regular formal and informal engagements and discussions with 

other existing and potential new donors, including the Governments of Canada, 

Germany, Japan, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Thailand, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 

United States of America; 

(f) A resource mobilization strategy for the Statistical Institute for 

Asia and the Pacific, aimed at strengthening and diversifying its funding base; 

(g) In-house training to design impact-oriented capacity 

development projects, with a focus on results, monitoring and communication, 

supported by more streamlined internal processes to produce better proposals; 

(h) Support measures taken in anticipation of the roll-out of Umoja 

Extension 2, namely the integrated planning, monitoring and reporting 

application and the fundraising application, implementation of which is 

obligatory in 2021 for all United Nations entities, including ESCAP. 

19. The importance of the private sector and civil society organizations in 

the advocacy and capacity development work of the secretariat has been 
increasing. In 2020, the secretariat continued to collaborate with a range of 
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global and regional private sector entities, including the following: (a) 

Singapore Innovate Pte. Ltd., to collaborate in frontier domains such as 

artificial intelligence, medical technology, quantum technology and 
blockchain technology; (b) Google, on the use of artificial intelligence for 

social good in the region; (c) Vital Strategies by Bloomberg Philanthropies, to 

strengthen national capacities in producing vital statistics from civil 

registration records; and (d) the Energy Foundation, on advancing energy 
efficiency and renewable energy in Asia and the Pacific. The secretariat, in 

close consultation with the ESCAP Sustainable Business Network, held the 

Asia-Pacific Business Forum in October 2020, during which participants 
identified innovative solutions and recommendations to address the challenges 

and utilize the opportunities for businesses, in particular small and 

medium-sized enterprises, to recover from the COVID-19 crisis. 

20. Various thematic and sectoral funds supporting the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda and other global and regional agendas are increasingly 

playing an important role in enabling ESCAP to forge new partnerships and 

diversify its funding base. In 2020, ESCAP in partnership with other entities 
within and outside the United Nations system succeeded in securing additional 

extrabudgetary resources from the United Nations Road Safety Fund, the 

United Nations trust fund for human security and the Joint Sustainable 

Development Goals Fund. 

21. To guide efforts in realizing gender equality and the empowerment of 

women, both within the secretariat and in its work with member States, ESCAP 
rolled out the Gender Equality Marker to track the financial allocation of 

organizational resources towards the achievement of gender equality and the 

empowerment of women in its capacity development projects. 

 D. South-South cooperation 

22. In responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, member States 

demonstrated the solidarity and mutual support that lies at the very heart of 
South-South cooperation. The secretariat facilitated such cooperation and 

coordination by providing high-profile engagement platforms and collecting 

good practices, case studies and lessons learned which illustrated the unique 

contribution of South-South cooperation in recovering faster and building 

stronger resilience for a better future in the region. 

23. In collaboration with its development cooperation partners, ESCAP 

promoted regional and subregional South-South cooperation initiatives, 
identifying and disseminating good practices and convening events including 

the following: (a) a student competition on triangular cooperation for 

sustainable development, co-hosted with the United Nations Office for 

South-South Cooperation (February 2020); (b) a webinar on supporting small 
and medium-sized enterprises in response to COVID-19 pandemic in Asia-

Pacific, co-hosted with the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation 

(July 2020); and (c) the Third Asia-Pacific Directors General Forum for 
South-South and Triangular Cooperation on the role of South-South 

cooperation in building back better from the COVID-19 pandemic in Asia and 

the Pacific, held online and convened jointly with the Governments of 
Indonesia and Thailand and the United Nations Office for South-South 

Cooperation (November 2020). 

24. The Third Asia-Pacific Directors General Forum for South-South and 

Triangular Cooperation brought together Directors General and heads of 
agencies/units responsible for international development cooperation from 

23 countries in the region as well as representatives from international 
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organizations. The Forum underscored the importance of leveraging regional, 

subregional and national cooperation for greater access to information and 

innovation and of promoting exchanges of good practices, knowledge and 
experiences related to South-South and triangular cooperation. Further 

measures for the region to expand and strengthen South-South cooperation will 

be presented at the Fourth Asia-Pacific Directors General Forum for 

South-South and Triangular Cooperation and the Global South-South 

Development Expo, scheduled to take place in late 2021. 

25. Discussions at the Forum were informed by a background document2 

which served to examine the role of South-South and triangular cooperation in 
building back better from the COVID-19 pandemic in Asia and the Pacific, 

provide examples of such initiatives within the region that supported the 

response and recovery from the pandemic and propose ways to accelerate 

recovery and resilience for all. 

26. In addition, ESCAP identified and shared a range of good practices in 

South-South cooperation from across the region to accelerate the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda and participated in a range of related 
seminars and a South-South cooperation retreat in 2020. Some of these 

practices were featured in the report of the Secretary-General on the state of 

South-South cooperation (A/75/371), the United Nations Office for 
South-South Cooperation compendium entitled Good Practices in South-South 

and Triangular Cooperation for Sustainable Development: Volume 3 and the 

global knowledge-sharing and partnership platform, South-South Galaxy, 

administered by the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation. 

 III. Extrabudgetary contributions in 2020 

27. In 2020, ESCAP received extrabudgetary contributions for its 

Technical Cooperation Trust Fund and its General Trust Fund. The total 

extrabudgetary contributions amounted to $18.1 million (table 1). 

Table 1 

Summary of extrabudgetary contributions in 2020, by component 

Note: The contribution from the Government of India for the Subregional Office 

for South and South-West Asia for the year 2020 was received in January 2021 and 

will be reflected in the report covering 2021. 

 
2 Available at www.unescap.org/events/third-asia-pacific-forum-south-south-

cooperation. 

Component 
Contributions 

(United States dollars) 
Percentage 

Technical Cooperation Trust Fund 16 782 497 92.9 

General Trust Fund   

Subregional Office for East and 

North-East Asia: Republic of Korea 

1 140 980 6.3 

Subregional Office for North and 

Central Asia: Kazakhstan 
140 000 0.8 

Subtotal, General Trust Fund 1 280 980  7.1  

Total 18 063 477 100.0 

file:///C:/Users/Amy%20Mendenhall/Downloads/at
http://www.unescap.org/events/third-asia-pacific-forum-south-south-cooperation
http://www.unescap.org/events/third-asia-pacific-forum-south-south-cooperation
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28. It should be noted that the contribution of the Republic of Korea to the 

Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia covers the institutional costs 

of the office and contributes to the implementation of its programme of work. 
The contributions of Kazakhstan to the Subregional Office for North and 

Central Asia cover its institutional costs. 

 IV. Delivering the Commission’s technical cooperation 

programme in 2020 

29. With capacity development at its centre, the ESCAP technical 

cooperation work in 2020 was funded from both the regular budget of the 
United Nations and extrabudgetary resources. The regular budget comprised 

(a) the regular programme of technical cooperation (section 23) and (b) the 

Development Account (section 35). Extrabudgetary resources included 
voluntary contributions provided by individual Governments, entities of the 

United Nations system, intergovernmental organizations, development banks 

and foundations. Such contributions were provided as cash (funds-in-trust) and 

in kind. 

30. Of the 88 ongoing capacity development projects funded from 

extrabudgetary resources, 57 were scheduled to conclude in 2020 and 2021. 

Implementation of most of them has been impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, albeit to varying degrees. Of these 57 projects, 34 have 

been identified as in need of extension and changes to budget lines to 

accommodate the shifts to the alternate capacity development delivery 

modalities. 

31. In response to the situation, the secretariat identified a range of actions 

to ensure full project implementation. For example, policy dialogues and 

trainings were conducted through online meetings, webinars and national 
consultations. Apart from virtual communication, collaboration and 

conferencing platforms such as Microsoft Teams, Zoom and KUDO, the 

existing e-learning platforms of ESCAP (such as the Sustainable Development 
Goals Help Desk e-learning, APCICT Virtual Academy and Statistical Institute 

for Asia and the Pacific e-learning courses) have proved critical to maintaining 

continuity in the delivery of capacity development activities to member States 

and can serve as good practice examples to follow in the future. 

 A. Contributions to the Commission’s technical cooperation 

programme 

32. The total cash contributions received by ESCAP in 2020 for technical 

cooperation, from sources within and outside the United Nations, amounted to 

$22.7 million. Bilateral voluntary cash contributions by ESCAP member and 
non-member States remained the main extrabudgetary source of funding. 

A summary of the financial contributions by source in both dollars and 

percentage terms is provided in table 2. 

33. Representing 68.8 per cent of the total financial contributions in 

2020 for technical cooperation, bilateral donor country contributions 

amounted to $15.6 million. Further details on the extrabudgetary resources 

(funds-in-trust) received from bilateral sources are provided in annex I to the 
present document. The largest overall bilateral donor contributions were 

received from the Republic of Korea, Japan, China, Canada and the Russian 

Federation. The United Nations contributed $5.7 million, representing 
25.3 per cent of the total funds received for technical cooperation in 2020 (see 

table 2). 
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Table 2 

Summary of financial contributions for technical cooperation in 2020, 

by source  

Source 

Contributions 

(United States 

dollars) 

Percentage 

(a) Donor countries (see annex I) 15 614 630 68.8 

(b) United Nations system (see annex II)   

1. Regular programme of technical 

cooperation (section 23) 

3 449 800 15.2 

2. United Nations Development Account 

(section 35)  

3. United Nations programmes, funds and 

specialized agencies  

1 198 505 

1 087 684 

5.3 

4.8 

Subtotal (b) 5 735 989 25.3 

(c) Other organizations (see annex II) 1 361 163 6.0 

Total 22 711 782 100.0 

Regular budget ((b) 1 + (b) 2) 4 648 305 20.5 

Extrabudgetary contributions ((a) + (b) 3 + (c)) 18 063 477 79.5 

34. Intergovernmental organizations, the business sector and other 

organizations contributed approximately $1.4 million of the total funds 
received in 2020. Some of the more notable contributors under this category in 

order of the size of the voluntary contribution included the Korea Disabled 

People’s Development Institute, the Energy Foundation, the International 
Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, Inc. (Vital Strategies), the 

Korea Maritime Institute and ADB. More detailed information on 

contributions from other intergovernmental organizations, the business sector 

and other organizations for technical cooperation is given in annex II. 

35. The Commission’s technical cooperation work in 2020 was further 

facilitated by contributions in kind, such as the services of experts and the 

provision of host facilities and equipment. The former included a total 
81.5 work-months of services of experts in various disciplines provided by 

ESCAP member States on a non-reimbursable loan basis (see annex III). 

36. The volume of the secretariat’s technical cooperation delivery in 

2020 in financial terms totalled approximately $12.9 million.  

37. The distribution of extrabudgetary resources over the Commission’s 

nine subprogrammes in 2020 is shown in table 3. 
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Table 3 

Distribution of extrabudgetary funds allocation to the Commission’s 

subprogrammes in 2020 

(Percentage) 

Subprogramme Proportion 

Subprogramme 1: Macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction and 

financing for development 

1.4 

Subprogramme 2: Trade, investment and innovation 16.3 

Subprogramme 3: Transport 8.2 

Subprogramme 4: Environment and development 12.8 

Subprogramme 5: Information and communications technology 

and disaster risk reduction and management 

23.0 

Subprogramme 6: Social development 9.4 

Subprogramme 7: Statistics 16.2 

Subprogramme 8: Subregional activities for development 8.4 

Subprogramme 9: Energy 4.2 

Total 100.0 

 B. Highlights of technical cooperation work in 2020 

38. Some of the highlights of the technical cooperation work by the 

secretariat in partnership with and with funding from selected Member States 

are provided below. 

39. In partnership with the Government of Australia, ESCAP further 

enhanced ocean-specific environmental-economic accounting capabilities in 
countries in Asia and the Pacific. Under this project, ESCAP assisted the 

Government of Samoa in opening a dialogue to review existing policy, identify 

priority issues and population groups and develop a comprehensive monitoring 

framework. 

40. In partnership with the Government of Canada, ESCAP pursued its 

implementation of a project on catalysing women’s entrepreneurship to foster 

a gender-responsive entrepreneurial ecosystem, with a series of national 
consultations, technical advisory group meetings and expert meetings 

convened and knowledge products disseminated for the benefit of targeted 

countries in Asia and the Pacific. The project launched the Women MSME 
FinTech Innovation Fund, an innovative crowd-financing platform to create an 

alternative source of low-cost capital for women farmers by linking them with 

a farm sponsor. The project also launched a research challenge on 

evidence-based financial solutions for women entrepreneurs, with a view to 
designing technology-centric solutions for women in urban and rural settings 

to create social impact. In 2020, the project reached more than 7,000 women 

entrepreneurs in total by providing access to finance, business readiness, and 
skills-building in the area of information and communications technology 

(ICT). 
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41. In cooperation with the Government of China, ESCAP supported 

member States in a wide range of thematic areas, namely poverty reduction; 

science, technology and innovation; cross-border paperless trade; transport 
connectivity; sustainable urbanization; ICT for sustainable development; 

inclusive social development; and sustainable energy connectivity. In 2020, 

ESCAP, with support from the Government of China, further increased 

capacity and awareness of member States with regard to the Asia-Pacific 
Information Superhighway initiative, enhancing regional and subregional 

cooperation and supporting the development of seamless broadband 

connectivity. 

42. Under a new technical cooperation partnership established with the 

Government of France, ESCAP has initiated a response to two of the most 

urgent environmental challenges facing Asia and the Pacific: marine litter and 
air pollution. The aim of the new project is to raise awareness and develop 

training materials for senior environmental officials, with a focus on the nexus 

of biodiversity, health and climate change, to enhance the capacity of 

policymakers to address these critical challenges. 

43. In partnership with the Government of Japan, ESCAP launched a new 

project to support ASEAN cities in reducing their environmental impact by 

addressing plastic waste pollution and leakages into the marine environment. 
The secretariat conducted data collection and analysis of the plastic waste 

context in the four project cities. In partnership with Japan Space Systems, 

ESCAP initiated the development of an innovative digital tool to monitor 
macroplastics in municipal waterways. The timing of the project has been 

critical, given that plastic waste pollution has escalated in urgency owing to the 

increased use of single-use plastics and simultaneous decrease in waste 

management capacity in cities as a result of COVID-19. 

44. In collaboration with the Government of the Republic of Korea, both 

through the Korea-ESCAP Cooperation Fund and through partnerships with 

various line ministries in the country, ESCAP has supported member States in 
the areas of trade and transport facilitation; broadband and energy connectivity; 

sustainable transport development; climate action and environment; geospatial 

data management for disaster risk reduction; air pollution monitoring and 

management; and social protection. In 2020, the secretariat published a report 
entitled Regional Power Grid Connectivity for Sustainable Development in 

North-East Asia, which contains updates on the energy systems of the six focus 

countries, namely China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Japan, 
Mongolia, the Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation. The report also 

serves as the most comprehensive survey performed to date of studies on power 

system integration in North-East Asia and includes a set of concrete 
recommendations, in the form of nine strategies, for supporting increased and 

sustainable power system integration in the subregion. The secretariat, in 

collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme and UNDP, 

also conducted six country-level needs assessments on climate governance, 
climate finance and vertical integration in the ASEAN region. The objective of 

the needs assessments was to enhance policymakers’ understanding of their 

country needs with a view to preparing and implementing nationally 
determined contributions and inform the development of a plan to design 

integrated programmes for climate action. 

45. With support from the Government of the Russian Federation, ESCAP 
supported member States in thematic areas including sustainable development 

and quality statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals. In 2020, at the 

sixth session of the Committee on Environment and Development, ESCAP 

issued two publications funded by the Russian Federation to support countries 
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in meeting the commitments contained in the Paris Agreement. It also 

organized a training with the Institute on Global Climate and Ecology in 

Moscow to guide greenhouse gas emissions calculations for countries in 
Central Asia. In partnership with the National Research University Higher 

School of Economics, the capacity of statisticians in Central Asia was 

developed to implement the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting 

Central Framework. In addition, the secretariat delivered a range of activities 
and analytical work on sustainable transport connectivity, seeking to 

harmonize legal frameworks for multimodal transport operations in Asia and 

the Pacific and the operationalization of the International North-South 
Transport Corridor. In early 2020, field studies and feasibilities studies were 

also conducted to support the conservation of Amur tigers, Amur leopards and 

snow leopards in North-East Asia. 

46. With support from the Government of Switzerland, the ESCAP 

Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Tsunami, Disaster and Climate Preparedness in 

Indian Ocean and Southeast Asian Countries continued building the capacity 

of member States in areas including the following: (a) early warning regional 
cooperation; (b) strengthening multi-hazard early warning systems in complex 

situations of human insecurity; and (c) investing in climate risk management 

and harnessing science, technology and innovation. 

47. Partnering with the Government of the United Kingdom, ESCAP 

marked the tenth anniversary of the Regional Programme for the Improvement 

of Economic Statistics in Asia and the Pacific in 2020, producing a series of 
online dialogues, blogs and knowledge products as well as video, and 

providing continued technical assistance to member States upon request on 

diverse aspects of economic statistics and convening the Asia-Pacific Statistics 

Week.  

 V. Issues for consideration by the Commission 

48. The COVID-19 pandemic has offered the secretariat a rare opportunity 

to reflect on its capacity development support for member States and design 

new delivery models using information technologies and e-learning, blended 

with traditional training modalities, to realize transformative change. 

49. In 2020, the secretariat was able to expand its partnerships with a wide 

range of stakeholders for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and assist 

member States with the response to and recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Efforts were made to create synergies and multiplier 

effects, by identifying new sources of funding and focusing on delivering 

results through better monitoring and evaluation of projects. The enhanced 
cooperation through the new regional collaborative platform and with the 

United Nations country teams has allowed ESCAP to be more responsive to 

the demands of member States and ensure that its projects and programmes 

have a stronger impact at the national level, especially as the countries grapple 

with the pandemic.  

50. The year 2020 has also provided an opportunity to strengthen 

South-South and triangular cooperation. While the North-South cooperation 
model remains important, South-South and triangular cooperation have 

facilitated innovative solutions in responding to and recovering from 

COVID-19. 
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51. The capacity development work of ESCAP has been rapidly adjusted 

to accommodate the use of the e-learning modality either exclusively or in a 

hybrid format. In this regard, special attention will continue to be paid to the 
capacity development needs of the least developed countries, landlocked 

developing countries and small island developing States, with a view to 

building resilient, inclusive and sustainable societies and implementing the 

2030 Agenda in Asia and the Pacific. 

52. The Commission may wish to take note of the present document and 

provide the secretariat with further guidance on the direction and priorities of 

its partnerships and technical cooperation work. 
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Annex I 

Extrabudgetary resources provided by bilateral donors in cash for 

technical cooperation in 2020 (funds-in-trust) 
(United States dollars) 

Donors Resource 

Australia 8 892 

Bangladesh 37 000 

Brunei Darussalam 16 000 

Cambodia 10 000 

Canada 1 525 609 

China 2 914 334 

Hong Kong, China 30 000 

India 909 602 

Iran (Islamic Republic of)  178 415 

Japan 3 055 405 

Kazakhstan 145 000 

Macao, China 40 000 

Malaysia 35 000 

Micronesia (Federated States of) 5 000 

Mongolia 14 464 

Myanmar 3 000 

New Caledonia 4 945 

Republic of Korea 5 033 509 

Russian Federation 1 200 000 

Samoa 1 980 

Singapore 15 000 

Sri Lanka 20 000 

Switzerland 299 975 

Thailand 84 000 

Uzbekistan 7 000 

Viet Nam 20 500 

Total 15 614 630 
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Annex II 

Technical cooperation resources provided by the United Nations 

system and by intergovernmental and non-governmental 

organizations in 2020 
(United States dollars) 

Entity Contributions 

   

United Nations system 
 

 
Regular budget resources 

  

Regular programme of technical cooperation (section 23) 3 449 800 
 

United Nations Development Account (section 35) 1 198 505 
 

Subtotal, regular budget resources 4 648 305 

   

 
Extrabudgetary resources 

 

 

United Nations Road Safety Fund  570 000 
 

Joint Sustainable Development Goals Fund 440 368 
 

Other United Nations agencies and bodies 77 316 
 

Subtotal, extrabudgetary resources 1 087 684 
 

Total, United Nations system  5 735 989 
   

Other organizations 

 

 

Asian Development Bank 134 700 

 
Energy Foundation 307 586 

 

Aerospace Information Research Institute, Chinese Academy of 

Sciences 

61 000 

 

International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, Inc. 

(Vital Strategies) 
199 730 

 
Korea Disabled People’s Development Institute  357 671 

 
Korea Maritime Institute 150 300 

 
Korea Ports and Harbours Association  51 166 

 
Rehabilitation International 99 010 

 
Total, other organizations 1 361 163 

 
Grand total 7 097 152 
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Annex III 

Extrabudgetary assistance in kind (non-reimbursable loans) in 2020 

China 

(Total 10 work-months)  

Mr. Fei Xie  

Expert on Public-Private Partnerships and Infrastructure Financing 

Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division 
10 work-months  

Republic of Korea 

(Total 71.5 work-months)  

Ms. Sohee Gwag 

Expert on Regional Trade and Monetary Cooperation  

Trade, Investment and Innovation Division 

12 work-months  

Mr. Sunwoo Jung 

Expert on Land Transport Infrastructure 

Transport Division 
7.5 work-months 

 

Mr. Kiwook Chang 

Expert on Port Infrastructure and Logistics 
Transport Division 

10 work-months 

 
Mr. Yoonkeun Shin 

Expert on Sustainable Transport  

Transport Division 
3 work-months  

Ms. Eunjung Yoon  

Expert on Environment Policy 

Environment and Development Division 
12 work-months  

Mr. Chang Yong Son 

Expert on Information and Communications Technology 
Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division 

12 work-months  

Ms. Jeon-kyoung Cha 
Expert on Social Policy 

Social Development Division 

12 work-months 

 
Mr. Sung Hwan Kan 

Expert on Capacity-building of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

Statistics Division and Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia  
3 work-months 

_________________ 


