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SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTEGRATED  

NATIONAL FINANCING FRAMEWORK IN PAKISTAN 

Marriott Hotel, Islamabad, Pakistan 

13 December 2022, 2:00 pm – 5:30 pm 

CONCEPT NOTE 
CONTEXT 

Seven years after the adoption of the 2030 and Addis Agendas, mobilization of sufficient finance remains a critical challenge in 

most countries. While the COVID-19 pandemic has undermined fiscal and external balances, additional disruption to food and 

energy prices caused by the war in Ukraine plus rising global interest rates and unprecedented natural disasters are threatening 

countries’ prospects for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In this context, integrated national 

financing frameworks (INFFs) can help policymakers map the landscape for financing sustainable development – including 

domestic public resources, development cooperation, and domestic and international private finance – through (i) aligning financing 

policies with national sustainable development priorities, and (ii) strengthening the links between national planning processes and 

financing policies. 

Streamlining and enhancing financing for the SDGs is particularly important in Pakistan. The country’s fiscal space appears limited, 

with a tax-to-GDP ratio of 9.2 per cent of GDP and a fiscal deficit of 7.9 per cent of the GDP in FY 2021-22, with the stock of 

public and publicly guaranteed debt reaching 78 per cent of the GDP at the end of June 2022. In addition, although Pakistan’s 

financial sector is becoming larger, more innovative, and efficient, it is smaller compared to peer economies. For example, the 

average ratio of bank credit to the private sector over GDP in 2016-2020 was 15.4 per cent in Pakistan compared to an average of 

44.9 per cent for the South and South-West Asia subregion of ESCAP. Amid this tight financial panorama, improving the country’s 

capacity to plan the financing of the SDGs appears particularly important, especially in the wake of the calamitous floods of 2022, 

estimated to cost $30 billion in damages and economic costs plus $16 billion in rehabilitation and reconstruction. 

OBJECTIVE 

This workshop will discuss (i) challenges and opportunities for Pakistan to advance the financing of its sustainable development 

and (ii) elements of an INFF that the country could prioritize to improve the country’s planning and implementation of financ ial 

policies to achieve the SDGs. For that purpose, an introduction to the concept of INFF will be presented, along with an overview 

of work undertaken by the United Nations in Pakistan in this area, and a rapid assessment prepared by ESCAP based on 

consultations with selected stakeholders. Among various possible options for the way forward, the workshop will focus on ways 

to strengthen the mobilization of domestic public resources through improvements in the efficiency of the country’s tax 

administration. Questions for discussion could include the following: 

• What are the key challenges of Pakistan in financing its sustainable development? 

• What financing options should the country prioritize? 

• What elements of the INFF framework should the country strengthen and how? 

• What options could the country implement to mobilize more resources for the SDGs, including through improvements in tax 

administration and supporting the preparation of bankable projects? 

PARTICIPANTS 

1. Government officials and representatives engaged in various aspects of SDG financing, public finance, and sustainable 

development; 

2. Representatives of the UN Country Team; 

3. Representatives of private sector organizations; and 

4. Experts from think tanks and academia; 

FORMAT 

• The meetings will be conducted in-person in English. 

• The meetings will include panel discussions on key topics. Depending on the session focus, presentations may be delivered 

by resource persons and experts. 

• A summary of the discussion and key conclusions will be shared with participants after the event. 
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  WORKSHOP PROGRAM  
 

TIME SESSIONS 

14:00 ~ 14:30 Welcome and Coffee 

14:30 ~ 14:50 Introduction to Financing Sustainable Development in Pakistan 

Welcome Remarks 

Ms. Ammara Durrani, Assistant Resident Representative and Chief, Development Policy Unit, 

UNDP, Pakistan 

Mr. Hamza Ali Malik, Director, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development 

Division, ESCAP (online) 

Special Remarks 

Mr. Ali Kemal, Economic Policy Advisor, SDG Support Unit, Ministry of Planning 

Development and Reform 

14:50 ~ 15:50 Towards an Integrated National Financing Framework for Pakistan 

This session will discuss a rapid assessment on SDG financing in Pakistan prepared by ESCAP. 

Presentation 

Mr. Alberto Isgut, Economic Affairs Office, Financing for Development Section, ESCAP;  

Mr. Ali Imtiaz and Mr. Khalid Mumtaz Khan, ESCAP and Bahria University Business School 

Moderated Roundtable Discussion 

Moderators: Mr. Ali Imtiaz and Mr. Khalid Mumtaz Khan,  

ESCAP and Bahria University Business School 

15:50 ~ 16:50 Way Forward to Expand SDG Financing in Pakistan through an INFF 

This session will review priority areas and actions to accelerate SDG financing through an 

Integrated National Financing Framework. 

Introduction 

Mr. Alberto Isgut, Economic Affairs Officer, Financing for Development Section, ESCAP 

Presentations 

Potential of INFF to enhance policy coherence in SDG financing in Pakistan, by Mr. Ali Kemal, 

Economic Policy Advisor, SDG Support Unit, Ministry of Planning Development and Reform 

The potential of digitalization to improve the efficiency of tax administration and improve tax 

collection in Pakistan, by Mr. Iftikhar Amjad, Director of Track and Trace/ Point of Sale at the 

Directorate General of Digital Initiatives, Federal Board of Revenue 

Leveraging private investments for Pakistan’s sustainable development: The SDG Investments 

and Climate Financing Facility, by Ms. Sana Ehsan, Financing for Development Analyst, UNDP 

Pakistan and Facility Team 

Open Discussion 

16:50 ~ 17:00 Closing Remarks and Award of Certificates  

Mr. Alberto Isgut, Economic Affairs Office, Financing for Development Section, ESCAP 

17:00 ~ 17:30 Refreshments 

 


