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Background 

 

Energy cooperation and power interconnections have been a long-discussed topic in North-East Asia with 

the presence of some of the largest producers and consumers of energy in the region, representing the 

potential for a regional power grid that could benefit all countries through power trade. Many studies carried 

out over the years have demonstrated the technical and economic feasibility of different interconnection 

options. Political support has also been given at the highest levels of government of all countries in the 

Greater Tumen Region as well. 

Despite these positive discussions and developments over the years, there are equally significant 

challenges to overcome in order to launch a multilateral power interconnection programme in North-East 

Asia, such as the need to build trust, balance competing interests of various stakeholders and coordinate 

large investment projects, just to name a few.  

In 2020 with support from the Government of the Republic of Korea, ESCAP developed a report entitled 
“Regional Power Grid Connectivity for Sustainable Development in Northeast Asia: Policies and Strategies” 
which examined existing cross-border interconnections and arrangements in the region, and the 
interconnection initiatives proposed up to now, with the aim of providing policy recommendations and 
strategies for addressing the challenges ahead and for making the most of the benefits that a regionally 
interconnected sustainable power system in North-East Asia has to offer.   
  
The Report proposes 9 strategies for moving forward including “coordinating, harmonizing and 
institutionalizing policy and regulatory frameworks”, as well as “moving towards multilateral power trade 
and creating competitive markets for cross-border electricity trade”. In other words, there are a number of 
“soft connectivity” issues to tackle for effective cross-border power interconnection and trade, and the 
success of these mega infrastructure projects critically depend on proficient institutional and regulatory 
conditions.  
 
In addition, institutional reforms and introduction of legislation by countries and the establishment of a robust 
regulatory framework will act as a catalyst for promoting investments for regional power interconnection 
infrastructure.   
  
As such, capacity development of various stakeholders to support and prepare for future regional power 
interconnection is a major prerequisite for developing a level of common understanding and norm setting. 
To ensure that the capacity development is demand-driven and not redundant, and to address the potential 
differences in existing capacities among various stakeholders, the proposed project will perform a 
diagnostic assessment of capacity needs and gaps among GTI member governments, utilities, regulators 
and other key stakeholders and design a corresponding capacity building programme in order to support 
the development of sustainable power interconnections and trade in the region.   
  



A proposal to carry out a capacity building needs assessment for effective power interconnection 

cooperation in North-East Asia was developed together with the Ministry of Energy, Mongolia and presented 

at the 9th Energy Board Meeting of the Greater Tumen Initiative held on 8 July 2021. The four member 

countries of the Energy Board – China, Mongolia, Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation expressed 

interest and approval of the proposal last year. 

Against this backdrop, the Inception Workshop is organized with members of the GTI Energy Board to 

agree on the scope of the needs assessment and identify relevant stakeholders to engage as target 

groups for capacity development.   

 

Programme 

 

14:00 – 14:10 Opening and Introduction  

• Mr. Sangmin Nam, Deputy Head of Office, ESCAP ENEA Office 
 

 

14:10 – 14:30  Overview of the Capacity Needs Assessment Project and Situation Analysis 

• Ms. Yejin Ha, Programme Officer, ESCAP ENEA Office 

 
 

14:30 – 14:50  Capacity requirements for effective power interconnection cooperation 

• Mr.  Kanat Botbaev, Transit Expert, Energy Charter Secretariat 
 

 

14:50 – 15:10 Ongoing capacity building projects on power interconnection in Asia Pacific  

• Ms. Randi Kristiansen, Economic Affairs Officer, Energy Division, ESCAP 

 

15:10 – 16:00 Facilitated discussion on scope and stakeholders 

 Moderator: Mr. Lei Xiaomeng, Chief Expert, China Electricity Council 

 

16:00 – 16:05 Next steps  

• Ms. Yejin Ha, Programme Officer, ESCAP ENEA Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 


