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 I. Conclusions and recommendations 

 A. Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway 

Network 
(Agenda item 2) 

1. The Working Group on the Asian Highway noted that the number of 

parties to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway Network 

remained at 30. 

2. With regard to changes to the legal text, the Working Group noted that 

the amendments to annex I to the Agreement, as proposed by the Governments 

of Cambodia and Pakistan and adopted at the previous meeting, had entered 

into force on 4 August 2020. 

3. The Working Group noted that the number of acceptances required 

under article 8, paragraph 5, of the Agreement for the entry into force of 

annex II bis entitled “Asian Highway Design Standards for Road Safety”, had 

not yet been reached. As a result, annex II bis was not yet part of the Agreement 

and had no legal effect on the parties. The Working Group reiterated that the 

Asian Highway network could contribute significantly to the implementation 

of the United Nations global and regional mandates and, in particular, the 

Second Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021–2030. Against that 

background, the Working Group strongly encouraged parties to the Agreement 

to consider depositing their instruments of acceptance of annex II bis. 

4. The Working Group noted that the decision of the Government of Japan 

to disassociate from the future application of annex II bis, as recorded in the 

report of the Working Group on its 7th meeting, remained unchanged. 
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 B. Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the Asian 

Highway network 
(Agenda item 3) 

5. The Working Group welcomed the Governments’ continuous 

commitment to develop and upgrade road networks in their respective 

countries, including routes along the Asian Highway network as well as its 

linkages with the wider transport networks. The representatives of Bangladesh, 

China and Pakistan informed the Working Group of current and future projects 

being implemented or considered in their respective countries to further expand 

and improve the routes of the network. The Working Group acknowledged the 

importance of those efforts and requested the secretariat to continue providing 

capacity-building support and advisory services on addressing the 

infrastructure and operational connectivity issues along the network. 

6. The Working Group acknowledged that since the first quarter of 2020, 

countries had been confronted with an unprecedented crisis. Governments had 

taken various measures to contain the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

pandemic, including restrictions on the movement of passengers and goods, 

causing disruption to the road transport sector as well as to overall logistics and 

supply chain networks at the national and international levels. To ensure the 

continuous flow of cross-border trade, various transport facilitation measures 

had been implemented in a majority of Asian Highway countries to mitigate 

cross-border challenges, balancing the need to contain the pandemic against 

the need to keep borders open, notably for the movement of essential goods. 

Examples of facilitation measures included the establishment of green lanes, 

the simplification of border crossing administrative procedures and 

documentation and the continuous operation of customs clearance. 

7. The Working Group noted that the policy responses immediately 

following the outbreak had nevertheless been fragmented and characterized by 

lack of clarity, which adversely impacted transporters and undermined the 

seamless logistics and supply chain connectivity. The Working Group 

recognized that existing legal instruments covering the international carriage 

of goods and passengers did not include sufficient provisions on cooperation 

to respond to critical situations such as the current COVID-19 crisis or other 

potential extraordinary situations that might disrupt international supply and 

logistics chains. It therefore called for Governments to consider inserting 

crisis-response provisions into bilateral and multilateral transport agreements 

among member States and/or drafting a model bilateral agreement that would 

include such provisions. It further called for Governments to consider the 

establishment of a crisis-response mechanism that would allow them to better 

coordinate and streamline the exchange of information, notably to assess which 

measures impacted the seamlessness of international road transport 

connectivity during crises. The Working Group welcomed the policy briefs and 

analytical papers prepared by the secretariat under the United Nations 

Development Account project on trade and transport connectivity in times of 

pandemic, which contained further relevant guidance and policy advice. 

8. The Working Group reaffirmed the benefits of the use of new 

technologies in the transport and logistics sector and issued a call to leverage 

digitalization and smart transport solutions to achieve seamless and sustainable 

transport connectivity in Asia and the Pacific. The use of new technologies, 

including logistics information systems and automation technologies, would 

allow for more streamlined mechanisms to ensure the faster, more efficient and 

safer movement of goods and services along the supply chain network. 

Automation would also reduce human-to-human interaction and, thus, the 
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chances that the pandemic would spread. In that regard, the Working Group 

welcomed a technical study by the secretariat on Seamless and Smart 

Connectivity along the Asian Highway Network in the Time of COVID-19 and 

encouraged member States to consider implementing the recommended 

technical and policy recommendations. Furthermore, the Working Group 

welcomed the progress in the implementation of the project on facilitating the 

deployment of highly and fully automated vehicles in road traffic along the 

Asian Highway network, which was aimed at assisting Governments in 

increasing the common understanding and awareness of the use of highly or 

fully automated vehicles along the international road corridors of the network. 

The Working Group encouraged member States to support the secretariat’s 

project by integrating new technologies into the transport sector and requested 

the secretariat to report on the results of the project at the 10th meeting. 

9. The Working Group reaffirmed the importance of seamless 

international road transport operations along the network, which could be 

achieved by facilitating relevant cross-border and transit transport measures in 

network member States. In that connection, the Working Group expressed 

support for the implementation of the Intergovernmental Agreement on 

International Road Transport along the Asian Highway Network, signed by the 

Governments of China, Mongolia and the Russian Federation, and requested 

the secretariat to continue providing capacity-building assistance in that area. 

The Working Group also noted the proposal by the representative of China to 

expand the scope of the Intergovernmental Agreement on International Road 

Transport along the Asian Highway Network to include arrangements on 

passenger transport. 

10. In addition, the Working Group noted the importance of the Agreement 

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Member States on the Facilitation 

of International Road Transport for the operationalization of relevant Asian 

Highway routes. It further welcomed the continued efforts of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization member States to achieve progress in the 

implementation of that Agreement. 

11. The Working Group welcomed the numerous capacity-building events 

organized by the secretariat through national online workshops and webinars, 

such as the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP)-Indonesia Logistics and Forwarding Association training-of-trainers 

capacity-building workshop on the implications of COVID-19 for the logistics 

sector: impact, opportunities and momentum for forwarders, and the ESCAP-

Philippine Multimodal Transport and Logistics Association Incorporated 

training-of-trainers capacity-building workshop. The workshops contributed 

directly to enhancing human resources development in the transport and 

logistics sectors of ESCAP member States and provided a platform for them to 

share national experiences and initiatives to improve the performance of the 

road transport sector in the region. The Working Group requested the 

secretariat to continue supporting human resources development in the 

transport and logistics sector in member States by holding appropriate 

capacity-building events. 

12. The Working Group reiterated the importance of maintaining an 

updated Asian Highway database to support the analysis of the current state of 

the network and to promote evidence-based transport policies and encouraged 

Governments to submit data on their Asian Highway routes to the secretariat. 

13. The Working Group noted the secretariat’s initiative to create an 

interactive platform using a geographic information system to visually 

represent the situation of the network. 



ESCAP/AHWG/2021/4 

 

4 B21-00448 

 C. Consideration of proposals for amending the Intergovernmental 

Agreement on the Asian Highway Network 
(Agenda item 4) 

14. The Working Group was informed by the Chair that, by communication 

dated 28 May 2021, the Government of Bangladesh had notified the secretariat 

of its decision to withdraw its proposal to amend annex I to the Agreement as 

contained in document ESCAP/AHWG/2021/3 and circulated by note verbale 

on 30 April 2021. The Government of Bangladesh clarified that the proposed 

amendment to the route numbered AH41 could be considered at a future 

meeting, after completion of the construction of the Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman Tunnel (Karnaphuli Tunnel). 

15. Having noted that information, the Working Group considered the 

remaining proposals, from the Governments of Cambodia and Pakistan, to 

amend the routes contained in annex I to the Agreement and decided on them 

as in the following paragraphs. 

Amendment proposal from the Government of Cambodia 

16. In annex I to the Agreement, replace the entry for the route numbered 

AH21 with the following: 

AH21 Quy Nhon port – Pleiku – Le Thanh/O Yadav (Viet Nam-Cambodia border) – 

Banlung – Stung Treng – Preah Vihear Tbaeng Meanchey – Siem Reap Boeng 

Mealea – Sasar Sdam – Serei Saophoan 

Amendment proposal from the Government of Pakistan 

17. In annex I to the Agreement, add a new route, to be numbered AH52, 

as follows: 

AH52 Lahore – Multan – Sukkur Motorway – (Sukkur – Hyderabad Motorway) 

– Hyderabad – Karachi 

18. The texts of the proposals as adopted will be transmitted to the 

depositary for circulation to all parties, in accordance with article 9, 

paragraph 4. 

 D. Enhancing sustainability of freight transport in the decade of action 

for the Sustainable Development Goals 
(Agenda item 5) 

19. The Working Group was informed of the secretariat’s work on 

enhancing the sustainability of freight transport in the decade of action for the 

Sustainable Development Goals. The Working Group noted the current 

initiatives of the Governments of China and Pakistan on promoting sustainable 

transport systems. The representatives of the Asian Institute of Transport 

Development and the International Transport Forum also briefed the Working 

Group on their current relevant initiatives and thematic studies. 

20. The Working Group welcomed the regional approach to sustainable 

freight transport and its key elements, including the guiding vision, objectives, 

cross-cutting enabling conditions and priority areas as elaborated in 

information document ESCAP/AHWG/2021/INF/1, and was of the view that 
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the regional approach would provide the required focus on sustainability issues 

in freight transport to ensure that the benefits of freight transport were 

maximized and the negative externalities minimized. 

21. In that connection, the Working Group underlined the importance of 

decarbonizing road transport and requested the secretariat to continue its work 

on supporting the pathways to further decarbonize the region’s transport sector. 

The Working Group was of the view that the decarbonization of road transport 

should be part of COVID-19 recovery policies and encouraged member States 

to develop and implement policies and initiatives to increase road transport 

network efficiency, including those related to routing optimization, vehicle 

fleet optimization and the fuel efficiency of road freight vehicles. Furthermore, 

the Working Group emphasized the importance of making transport 

connectivity along the Asian Highway network safer and more socially 

inclusive, including from a gender perspective. The Working Group noted the 

importance of developing policy recommendations to mainstream gender 

issues and of promoting gender inclusiveness in the transport and logistics 

sector and requested the secretariat to report on the progress in that area at the 

10th meeting. 

22. The Working Group noted the initiative of the Asian Institute of 

Transport Development to set up a centre for green transport and the request 

by the Institute’s representative that the secretariat collaborate with the 

Institute on the issues related to sustainability of freight transport, including by 

organizing regional training courses on intermodal transport and road safety. 

23. In conclusion, noting that deepening the sustainability of freight 

transport involved all modes of transport, the Working Group was of the view 

that the regional approach to sustainable freight transport should be presented 

and discussed at the fourth Ministerial Conference on Transport, preferably 

concluding with a ministerial declaration on sustainable freight transport, and 

requested the secretariat to carry out the necessary preparations. 

 E. Other matters 
(Agenda item 6) 

24. The Working Group was briefed on the preparations for the fourth 

Ministerial Conference on Transport, to be held in December 2021, and for the 

next phase of the Regional Action Programme for Sustainable Transport 

Connectivity in Asia and the Pacific for the years 2022 to 2026, to be adopted 

at the Conference. 

25. The Working Group noted that the secretariat had organized a policy 

segment on regional cooperation on road transport in times of pandemic, to be 

held on the morning of 17 June 2021. 

 F. Adoption of the report of the Working Group on its 9th meeting 
(Agenda item 7) 

26. The Working Group adopted the present report on 17 June 2021. 
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 II. Organization 

 A. Opening, duration and organization of the meeting 

27. The 9th meeting of the Working Group on the Asian Highway was held 

in Bangkok and online on 16 and 17 June 2021. The Director of the Transport 

Division of ESCAP delivered an opening statement. 

 B. Attendance 

28. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following member 

States: Azerbaijan; Bangladesh; Bhutan; China; Georgia; India; Iran (Islamic 

Republic of); Japan; Kazakhstan; Kyrgyzstan; Mongolia; Myanmar; Pakistan; 

Philippines; Republic of Korea; Russian Federation; Sri Lanka; Tajikistan; 

Thailand; Turkey; Turkmenistan; United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland; Uzbekistan; and Viet Nam. 

29. The meeting was also attended by representatives of the following 

organizations: Asian Institute of Transport Development; Economic 

Cooperation Organization; International Road Transport Union; and 

International Transport Forum. 

30. In accordance with rule 12 of the Commission’s rules of procedure, the 

Chair and Vice-Chairs examined the credentials of all the representatives and 

found them to be in order. 

 C. Election of officers 

31. The meeting elected the following officers: 

Chair:   Mr. Danai Ruengsorn (Thailand) 

Vice-Chairs: Ms. Huiyu Zhang (China) 

   Ms. Raushan Yesbulatova (Kazakhstan) 

 D. Agenda 

32. The meeting adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening of the meeting: 

(a) Election of officers; 

(b) Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian 

Highway Network. 

3. Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the Asian 

Highway network. 

4. Consideration of proposals for amending the Intergovernmental 

Agreement on the Asian Highway Network. 

5. Enhancing sustainability of freight transport in the decade of 

action for the Sustainable Development Goals. 

6. Other matters. 

7. Adoption of the report of the Working Group on its 9th meeting. 
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Annex I 

List of documents 

Symbol Title Agenda item 

General series   

ESCAP/AHWG/2021/1 Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on 

the Asian Highway Network 

2 

ESCAP/AHWG/2021/2 Policies and issues related to the operationalization 

of the Asian Highway network 

3 

ESCAP/AHWG/2021/3 Proposals for amending the Intergovernmental 

Agreement on the Asian Highway Network 

4 

ESCAP/AHWG/2021/4 Report of the Working Group on the Asian 

Highway on its 9th meeting 

 

Limited series   

ESCAP/AHWG/2021/L.1 Annotated provisional agenda 1 (b) 

ESCAP/AHWG/2021/L.2 Draft report 7 

Information series   

ESCAP/AHWG/2021/INF/1 Enhancing sustainability of freight transport in 

the decade of action for the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

5 

  



ESCAP/AHWG/2021/4 

 

8 B21-00448 

Annex II 

Chair’s summary of proceedings of the 9th meeting of the Working 

Group on the Asian Highway 

 I. Introduction 

1. Owing to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, the 

9th meeting of the Working Group on the Asian Highway was held in Bangkok 

and online on 16 and 17 June 2021 for four hours per day.  

2. The Chair’s summary covers the discussions and the proceedings of the 

Working Group at its 9th meeting, under agenda items 3, 5 and 6. 

 II. Summary of discussions under agenda items 3, 5 and 6 

 A. Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the Asian Highway 

network 

(Agenda item 3) 

3. Statements were made by the representatives of Bangladesh and China. 

4. The representative of Bangladesh informed the Working Group that 

three Asian Highway routes, namely AH1, AH2 and AH41, were within the 

country’s territory and that constructions were under way on the new 

alignment of route AH41. The representative also expressed support for the 

secretariat’s initiative to develop an interactive platform using a geographic 

information system to visually represent the situation of the Asian Highway 

network and welcomed technical assistance provided by the secretariat. 

5. The representative of China reaffirmed the Government’s support for 

seamless connectivity along the network and updated the Working Group on 

the implementation of the Intergovernmental Agreement on International Road 

Transport along the Asian Highway Network, signed by the Governments of 

China, Mongolia and the Russian Federation. The representative requested the 

secretariat to continue providing capacity-building assistance in that area and 

expressed interest in expanding the scope of the Intergovernmental Agreement 

on International Road Transport along the Asian Highway Network to include 

arrangements on passenger transport. The representative emphasized the 

importance of strengthening cooperation and improving communication 

channels among countries to better cope with ad hoc situations and ensure 

continuous seamless connectivity during crises, and reiterated the importance 

of maintaining an updated Asian Highway database. Recognizing that 

databases were effective information platforms, the representative proposed to 

establish a database with relevant information that could support seamless 

international road transport, such as information on road freight vehicles and 

personnel, including drivers and crew; information on transport enterprises and 

logistics service providers; and information pertaining to border crossing 

requirements and procedures, including visas information. Such a database 

would help to make information easily accessible to all stakeholders, ensuring 

clarity and transparency. 
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 B. Enhancing sustainability of freight transport in the decade of action for 

the Sustainable Development Goals 

(Agenda item 5) 

6. The Working Group was apprised of the implementation of the United 

Nations Development Account project on promoting a shift towards 

sustainable freight transport in the Asia-Pacific region, with the overarching 

objective of deepening sustainability in the development and implementation 

of freight transport policies. 

7. Statements were made by the representatives of China and Pakistan as 

well as the Asian Institute of Transport Development and the International 

Transport Forum. 

8. The representative of China emphasized the importance of socially 

inclusive and sustainable transport, notably in relation to road safety, poverty 

alleviation, rural transport and pandemic control. The representative informed 

the Working Group of initiatives at the national level to promote low carbon 

infrastructure through the increased use of electric and lightweight vehicles 

and the promotion of biofuel and other clean fuels to reduce adverse emissions. 

In addition, the representative briefed the Working Group on initiatives to 

further enhance the efficiency of integrated intermodal transport networks by 

redirecting road freight to the more environmentally sustainable modes of rail 

and waterborne transport. Lastly, the representative highlighted the potential 

of new technologies, notably digitalization and smart solutions, in the road 

transport sector, and offered to share national experience and technical 

know-how with the countries represented at the meeting. 

9. The representative of Pakistan informed the Working Group of efforts 

to improve the quality of road infrastructure within the country’s territory by 

building primary class roads and motorways, routes which constituted part of 

the future amendments to AH52 connecting Lahore and Karachi. 

10. The representative of the International Transport Forum delivered a 

presentation on the Forum’s ongoing work to enhance the sustainability of 

freight transport. The representative also informed the Working Group of the 

guidelines developed by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 

with technical assistance from the Forum and the secretariat, entitled 

COVID-19 Recovery Guidelines for Resilient and Sustainable International 

Road Freight Transport Connectivity in ASEAN. In addition, the representative 

emphasized the significant gender gaps in the transport sector and called for 

gender mainstreaming in national transport policies. 

11. The representative of the Asian Institute of Transport Development 

highlighted the need for the optimal integration of modes of transport through 

efficient intermodal interfaces and emphasized that the central issue in 

transport policy and planning was to determine the optimal intermodal mix in 

the context of dynamic economic growth. To do so required integrating 

economic, social and environmental imperatives into the development of 

transport networks and promoting rational modal choices. He also informed 

the Working Group of relevant studies conducted in cooperation with the 

secretariat and of the initiative to set up a centre for green transport in 

association with the German Agency for International Cooperation. In 

addition, the Institute proposed to explore opportunities to jointly conduct 

training programmes on road safety and intermodal transport. 
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 C. Other matters 

(Agenda item 6) 

12. The representative of Japan expressed support for the overall work 

related to the Asian Highway network but reiterated the decision of the 

Government of Japan to disassociate from annex II bis to the 

Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway Network. 

13. A policy segment on regional cooperation on road transport in times of 

pandemic was held on the morning of 17 June 2021. The segment was 

organized by the secretariat under the framework of the ongoing projects on 

transport and trade connectivity in the age of pandemics and on facilitating the 

deployment of highly and fully automated vehicles in road traffic along the 

network. The segment featured technical presentations on the following issues: 

(a) contactless, seamless and collaborative United Nations solutions for smart 

connectivity along the network in the age of pandemics; (b) development and 

deployment of highly and fully automated vehicles; and (c) impact of 

COVID-19 on the road transport industry. 

14. Through the presentations, representatives were informed of new 

technologies which could reduce people-to-people contact, speed up 

cross-borders verification processes and improve the efficiency of 

international road transport and supply chain connectivity. They were also 

informed of existing technologies and infrastructure that could support highly 

and fully automated vehicles, as well as the potential benefits of such 

technologies and national experiences in their development. Lastly, in 

delivering the presentation on the impact of COVID-19 on the road transport 

industry, the representative of the International Road Transport Union called 

for the vaccination of employees in the road transport sector to be prioritized. 

_________________ 


