
   ESCAP/AHWG/2021/2 

  

Distr.: General 
7 April 2021 
 
Chinese, English and Russian only 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Working Group on the Asian Highway 

9th meeting 
Bangkok and online, 16 and 17 June 2021 
Item 3 of the provisional agenda* 
Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the 
Asian Highway network 

 

 

__________________________ 
* ESCAP/AHWG/2021/L.1. 

B21-00280  (E)  T040521  

Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the 
Asian Highway network 

Note by the secretariat 

Summary 

The present document serves to take stock of recent developments with regard 
to the Asian Highway network, which provides a framework for the coordinated 
development of the roads to ensure transport connectivity within Asia and between Asia 
and Europe. 

The document contains an overview of the current situation of the network and 
the impact of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic on transport connectivity 
along the Asian highways. Selected operational connectivity issues that have featured 
prominently in the recent developments along the network are presented, including data 
collection and analysis of physical and operational connectivity along the network; 
continued facilitation of cross-border and transit transport; harmonization of transport 
policy responses to disruptive events; leveraging digitalization and smart transport 
solutions; decarbonizing road freight transport operations; and making transport 
connectivity along the network safer and more inclusive. 

The Working Group on the Asian Highway may wish to discuss policy matters 
and share further information on perspectives and challenges in developing and 
operationalizing the network based on national experiences and good practices and 
taking into account the developments related to COVID-19. The Working Group may 
also wish to offer further guidance in that regard to the secretariat on its activities to 
support member countries. 
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 I. Introduction 

1. The Asian Highway network, which was established by the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway Network, in force since 
4 July 2005, provides a framework for the coordinated development of the roads 
to ensure transport connectivity within Asia and between Asia and Europe. 

2. The Asian Highway network, together with the Trans-Asian Railway 
network and the network of dry ports of international importance, form the 
backbone of the integrated, international and intermodal transport system for the 
Asia-Pacific region. This integrated network serves as a building block for the 
realization of sustainable transport connectivity in the region as articulated in the 
Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Transport Connectivity in Asia and the 
Pacific (E/ESCAP/73/15/Add.1) and in resolution 73/4 of the Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) on the implementation of 
the Ministerial Declaration. 

3. The present document serves to takes stock of recent developments with 
regard to the network and contains an overview of the current situation of the 
network and the impact of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic on 
transport connectivity along the Asian highways. Selected operational 
connectivity issues that have featured prominently in the recent developments 
along the network are presented. 

 II. Current situation of the Asian Highway network 

4. As of April 2021, there are 32 member countries of the network, two of 
which, Malaysia and Singapore, are not parties to the Agreement. The member 
countries are home to 99.7 per cent of the total population of the Asia-Pacific 
region and their economies make up 99.8 per cent of the region’s gross domestic 
product.  

5. With the adoption of the most recent amendments to the Agreement, the 
overall length of the network increased to 145,000 km (see figure I). There are, 
currently, close to 60 Asian Highway routes, including 9 which cross more than 
one subregion. The network covers East and North-East Asia, North and Central 
Asia, South-East Asia and South and South-West Asia. 

  



ESCAP/AHWG/2021/2 

 

B21-00280 3 

Figure I  
Asian Highway length and density by subregion 

 

Source: Review of Sustainable Transport Connectivity in Asia and the Pacific 
2019: Addressing the Challenges for Freight Transport (United Nations publication, 
2019). 

6. Overall road density in South-East Asia, South-West Asia and South 
Asia is greater than the average road density of the Asian Highway. These 
subregions comprise countries of a smaller size that are located at the crossroads 
of major economic and transport corridors and rely heavily on roads for domestic 
and international movement of cargoes. In landlocked countries, more routes 
(0.55 km per 100 km2) have been assigned to become major transport and 
economic corridors. By contrast, North and Central Asia and East Asia, which 
are predominantly composed of countries with large landmasses, have a road 
density below the Asian Highway average. One of the contributing factors to the 
lower road density may be low overall population density, for example in 
Mongolia and the Russian Federation. Uneven population distribution may also 
be a contributing factor. For example, the east coast of China, which has a high 
population density, has more roads that are assigned to be Asian Highway routes 
in comparison to the more sparsely populated western part of China. 

7. Member countries have set out to continuously improve the quality of 
roads along the network. Currently, according to the latest information available 
to the secretariat, 35 per cent of the network roads are classified as class I and 
above roads and 38 per cent are classified as class II roads. The remaining 
27 per cent of the network consists of class III and below roads. The quality of 
Asian Highway routes differs substantially across countries and subregions; 
North-East Asia leads the subregions in route quality while North and Central 
Asia lags behind significantly (see figure II). 
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Figure II  
Road classification of Asian Highway routes by subregion 

 

Source: Review of Sustainable Transport Connectivity in Asia and the Pacific 2019 
(see figure I).  

8. The role of the Agreement as an institutional platform for regional 
transport connectivity was emphasized during the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
reflected by the convening of a virtual expert group meeting on safe and seamless 
transport connectivity along the Asian Highway network during and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic on 25 June 2020. 

 III. Transport-related response to the coronavirus disease 
pandemic along the Asian Highway network 

9. Half a year after the 8th meeting of the Working Group on the Asian 
Highway, held in September 2019, countries were confronted with an 
unprecedented health crisis and a major connectivity shock. In order to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, Governments took various measures to contain the 
pandemic, including restrictions on the movement of passengers and goods at 
the national and international levels, disrupting the overall logistics of the supply 
chain network.  
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10. The information collected by the secretariat during the initial months of 
the COVID-19 pandemic suggests that the member countries made it a priority 
to preserve the flow of cross-border trade, especially of essential goods, along 
the network.1 All member countries exempted the flows of essential 
commodities and, in many cases, general freight movement, from transport 
restrictions, while introducing necessary sanitary and health requirements.  

11. However, the pandemic led to new restrictions on international road 
transport along the network, which have created additional costs for the road 
transport operators (table 1). At the same time, the pandemic accelerated 
facilitation and digitalization of cross-border transport processes (see table 2). 
The new control and safety measures for international road transport along the 
network include the following:  

(a) Additional procedures for obtaining visas for drivers; 

(b) New control measures with regard to the handling of transported 
goods, and introduction of vehicle handling controls, including with regard to 
the driver's workplace; 

(c) Additional requirements for the equipment of rolling stock and 
transportation procedures; 

(d) Domestic restrictions on the movement of vehicles; 

(e) Additional medical control measures for drivers and personnel 
during work; 

(f) Additional control measures for products during transport. 

  

 
1 ESCAP, “Policy responses to COVID-19: transport connectivity in Asia and the 

Pacific”, 22 April 2020. 



ESCAP/AHWG/2021/2 

 

6 B21-00280 

Table 1  
Additional costs incurred by road transport operators due to the 
coronavirus disease 

Category Details 

Labour costs Recruitment and hiring of additional drivers to 

replace those who are sick or in quarantine 

Health check requirements Arrangement and payment for additional health 

tests of drivers and preparation of 

accompanying documents 

Idle time  Additional downtime, including at paid 

parking 

 Unpaid vehicle mileage due to forced 

change of the route, termination of started 
transportation and empty runs due to the 

impossibility of reloading 

 Payments to drivers for the actual increase 

in working hours on the route and living 

expenses, including during the period of 

forced quarantine 

Insurance Complying with more stringent insurance 
requirements 

Operational costs  Hygiene products for drivers  

 Means and procedures for sanitizing 

vehicles and transported goods 

Business losses  Losses from disruption to the transport 

schedule or the transport itself 

 Penalties from cargo owners 

Source: Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), 
Seamless and Smart Connectivity along the Asian Highway Network in the Time of 
COVID-19 (Bangkok, 2020). 
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Table 2  
Examples of road transport facilitation measures introduced to fight the 
outbreak of the coronavirus disease 

Country Cross-border transport facilitation measures 

Armenia Setting up a green lane agreement with Georgia and the Russian 

Federation for the cargo of the Eurasian Economic Union countries 

Bhutan Simplification of import clearance procedures and acceptance of copies 

of official documents 

Georgia Specially developed 24-hour regime protocol for freight vehicles passing 

through the customs checkpoint on the Georgia-Azerbaijan border 

China Removing all road tolls (including for bridge and tunnels) across the 

country for all vehicles and putting in place a no-stop, no-check, toll-free 

policy for vehicles transporting emergency supplies and essential 

personnel 

India 24/7 customs clearance services at designated border crossing; 
coronavirus help desk appointed to quickly resolve issues hampering 

trade and facilitate the speedy clearance of import and export goods; and 

paperless customs procedures and machine-based automated release of 

import consignments 

Kazakhstan Green lanes for movement of road freight containing medical and 

socially significant goods 

Malaysia Special measures introduced for essential services or supplies (e.g. lorry 

drivers, vegetable supply truckers, frozen supply truckers) transported 

via land and sea crossings  

Republic of 

Korea 

Allowing cargo to be transported directly to manufacturing plants 

without entry into the terminal after arrival in order to solve the problems 
of delayed unloading and shortage of storage space at airports and 

seaports driven by the concentration of imports  

Russian 

Federation 

Customs green lane for food and non-food essential goods procured by 

large trading networks and importers; and temporary exemption from 

weight control of vehicles carrying essential goods and temporary 
cancellation of restrictions on the movement of such vehicles and their 

loading and unloading within city limits 

Singapore Exemption from the entry approval and quarantine (Stay-Home Notice) 

requirements of the Ministry of Manpower for the essential services, or 

supplies (e.g. lorry drivers, vegetable supply truckers, frozen supply 

truckers) via land and sea 

Source: ESCAP, “Policy responses to COVID-19 in Asia and the Pacific”. 
Available at www.unescap.org/covid19/policy-responses (accessed on 20 March 
2021). 
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12. Despite the national efforts made, freight transport has not always been 
able to flow freely across borders. The transport industry and the regional press 
reported cases of severe bottlenecks at borders including in Central and North 
Asia and South-East Asia. In several cases, bottlenecks were caused by new 
controls or quarantine measures imposed on the transport crew, notably the truck 
drivers, sea crews and other transport personnel. Cargo congestion at seaports 
and airports were caused by extensive delays in the claiming of cargoes by 
consignees and cargo owners as a result of domestic lockdowns. 

13. As an immediate response to the pandemic, the secretariat issued a policy 
brief on policy responses to COVID-192 to assess the transport connectivity 
situation and collect data and information on initial national responses. The 
analysis revealed the fragmentation of policy responses immediately following 
the outbreak, which suggested that there were insufficient cooperation 
mechanisms in place in the region to ensure continuous and seamless 
international road freight connectivity in times of pandemic or other disruptions. 
The secretariat then convened the virtual expert group meeting on safe and 
seamless transport connectivity along the network during and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic.3  

14. Participants at the meeting reviewed the considerable efforts made at the 
national level to ensure that essential road transport could continue along the 
network. While highlighting major steps in digitalization and the facilitation of 
cross-border transport introduced as part of the COVID-19 response, they 
expressed significant concerns regarding the state of regional connectivity and 
recalled that regional cooperation was the most effective means of response to 
the crisis and its aftermath. They recommended that the member countries of the 
network consider common responses and regional arrangements, including the 
following: (a) setting up a centralized source of information on national 
measures affecting regional transport connectivity; (b) developing 
recommendations on standardized cross-border freight transport procedures and 
formalities under special circumstances including COVID-19; and (c) regional 
or subregional arrangements for joint collective actions such as the establishment 
of green lanes, mutual recognition or waiver of transport documents and other 
appropriate actions. 

15. In response, the secretariat has prepared technical and policy tools to 
support a more harmonized approach to the pandemic response in cross-border 
transport. It has also mobilized additional resources under the framework of the 
United Nations system-wide rapid response project entitled “Transport and trade 
connectivity in the age of pandemics: United Nations solutions for contactless, 
seamless and collaborative transport and trade”. 

16. In summary, the COVID-19 pandemic did not disrupt overall 
connectivity along the network but posed significant challenges with regard to 
the cost-efficient and seamless flow of goods which is critical to defeating the 
pandemic and ensuring a full and sustainable recovery. The pandemic has given 
rise to a new normal in which the further operationalization of the transport flows 
along the network will need to proceed and which provides a broad strategic 
context for repositioning the secretariat’s efforts to support the 
operationalization of the network. 

 
2 Ibid.  
3 See www.unescap.org/events/virtual-expert-group-meeting-safe-and-seamless-

transport-connectivity-along-asian-highway. 
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 IV. Priorities and issues in the operationalization of the Asian 
Highway network in the time of the coronavirus disease 
pandemic 

17. As the Asia-Pacific region seeks to defeat the pandemic and recover from 
its impact, the ongoing efforts to facilitate transport operations along the 
network, important as ever, benefit from greater momentum with regard to 
digitalization and the use of new technologies. At the same time, in line with the 
ambition to build back better, member States should also seek to build a solid 
foundation for a more harmonized response to ongoing and future disruptions 
and to make transport connectivity more inclusive and environmentally 
sustainable. Selected ongoing initiatives of the secretariat to support the 
facilitation efforts are highlighted in the following paragraphs. 

 A. Data collection and analysis of physical and operational connectivity 
along the Asian Highway network 

18. As the COVID-19 crisis unfolded, it became increasingly difficult to 
track and monitor national responses affecting freight distribution, prompting 
the United Nations system, including the World Trade Organization and the 
World Customs Organization, and many other international agencies, to set up 
ad hoc monitoring mechanisms. The situation has underscored the traditional 
challenge of accessing reliable and sufficiently comprehensive information on 
infrastructure and operational connectivity in global and regional transport 
networks. 

19. Data collection on the status of the Asian Highway network has 
traditionally been a significant challenge. Over the past years, the secretariat has 
informed the Working Group of the difficulties in updating the information on 
the quality of Asian Highway routes as defined in the Agreement. The secretariat 
has also developed a set of indicators on the state of road transport connectivity 
as part of the Handbook on Cross-Border Transport along the Asian Highway 
Network.4 The Handbook includes a set of indicators developed to measure 
cross-border performance between two network member countries and identify 
existing bottlenecks and opportunities for improvement. 

20. At its 8th meeting, the Working Group acknowledged the importance of 
maintaining an updated Asian Highway database to support the analysis of the 
current state of the network and to promote evidence-based transport policies. 
The Working Group strongly urged countries to submit data on their Asian 
Highway routes to the secretariat.5 

21. To facilitate data collection, validation and analysis, the secretariat is 
setting up an interactive platform using a geographic information system to 
visually represent the situation of the network, incorporate relevant information 
on infrastructure and operational connectivity available from the ESCAP study 
reports and expert meetings and enable cross-referencing with other sources of 
geographic or socioeconomic information. 

 
4 ESCAP (Bangkok, 2017). 
5 See ESCAP/AHWG/2019/4. 
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 B. Continued facilitation of cross-border and transit transport along the 
Asian Highway network 

22. To support countries in implementing the modalities and attaining the 
targets included in or deriving from the Regional Strategic Framework for the 
Facilitation of International Road Transport, the secretariat maintains the eight 
mutually complementary transport facilitation models, which gained particular 
relevance during the pandemic. National and multi-country workshops are 
organized at the request of the ESCAP members and associate members to 
enhance the knowledge and skills of officials involved in cross-border and transit 
transport and to support them in the implementation of the models. 

23. The secretariat also continues to support the implementation of the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on International Road Transport along the Asian 
Highway Network, signed by the Governments of China, Mongolia and the 
Russian Federation. The 1st meeting of the Joint Committee established under 
the Agreement (Manzhouli, China, 3 and 4 July 2019) launched the practical 
operation of the Agreement. In December 2019, the secretariat organized an 
expert group meeting to discuss the main issues and challenges in the initial 
period of the Agreement’s implementation and identify ways of addressing 
them. Participants also explored the possibility of extending the scope of the 
Agreement to passenger operations. The plans discussed, and implementation 
overall, have been heavily affected since early 2020 by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and related restrictions. 

24. Lastly, the secretariat is currently implementing a study project on 
operationalizing sustainable transport connectivity along the China-Central 
Asia-West Asia Economic Corridor to implement the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. Target countries in the project include China, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The project activities illustrate that countries 
along the Corridor are connected by a network of rail and road routes but that 
infrastructure quality differs widely along the routes. In addition, some countries 
also face challenges due to mountainous topography and harsh climate. 
Moreover, despite being parties to numerous international conventions and 
various agreements, the countries continue to suffer from a wide range of 
operational challenges along the Corridor. The project will facilitate dedicated 
expert group meetings and studies to increase the capacity in target countries to 
identify and implement coordinated arrangements for the efficient and 
sustainable operationalization of transport connectivity along the Corridor. 

 C. Harmonization of transport policy responses to future disruptive 
events 

25. Under the above-mentioned project entitled “Transport and trade 
connectivity in the age of pandemics: United Nations solutions for contactless, 
seamless and collaborative transport and trade”, the secretariat took stock of 
current bilateral and multilateral agreements on international road transport in 
the Asia-Pacific region, analysing the presence of clauses related to crisis 
response and mutual assistance in emergency situations. The key findings were 
discussed at a capacity-building webinar on road and rail transport agreements 
in the context of the COVID-19 crisis response, held online on 27 and 28 January 
2021. The findings show that existing legal instruments covering the 
international carriage of goods and passengers may lack provisions on 
cooperation to respond to critical situations such as the current COVID-19 crisis 
or other potential extraordinary situations which may disrupt the operation of 
international supply and logistics chains. They also include a proposal to 
consider the possibility of inserting crisis-response provisions into bilateral and 
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multilateral transport agreements among the member States and/or drafting a 
model bilateral agreement with such recommended clauses. 

26. At the subregional level, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Transport Facilitation Working Group, with assistance from the 
secretariat and the International Transport Forum of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, developed the “COVID-19 recovery 
guidelines for resilient and sustainable international road freight transport 
connectivity in ASEAN”.6 The guidelines include policy recommendations and 
road maps for ASEAN member States for the development of national and 
subregional plans focused on resilient and sustainable road freight connectivity 
in times of pandemic. The recommendations for responses to the pandemic fall 
into the following three priority areas: (a) transport workers’ safety and training; 
(b) preserving connectivity for efficient and resilient supply chains; and 
(c) building back better through digital, resilient and decarbonized transport 
connectivity. The possible actions in each area are presented as part of an 
immediate-, medium- and long-term framework to support the development of 
cross-border road freight transport in the region. 

 D. Leveraging digitalization and smart transport solutions  

27. To further support digitalization and the use of technology in 
international road transport, the secretariat has published a technical study 
entitled Seamless and Smart Connectivity along the Asian Highway Network in 
the Time of COVID-19.7 The study contained recommendations for policy 
responses using new technologies and smart road solutions, including a list of 
smart transport solutions, associated risks and benefits, and aspects of 
implementation.  

28. The identified solutions included the following: (a) preliminary 
electronic declaration to the control and supervisory authorities; (b) electronic 
queues and fast lanes for freight at border-crossing points; (c) green lanes to 
facilitate uninterrupted freight movement at border-crossing points; 
(d) applications for real-time updates on operational conditions along routes; 
(e) telemedicine for remote medical monitoring of drivers; (f) remote approval 
and registration of permits for large, heavy and dangerous goods; (g) automated 
real-time remote monitoring and control of parameters of vehicles; (h) electronic 
permit system for international freight road transport; (i) remote electronic 
customs control with navigation seals and smart containers; (j) smart 
tachographs; (k) information systems for interactions at transport terminals; and 
(l) use of unmanned transport technology. Online and hybrid training sessions 
on smart road solutions to address the COVID-19 pandemic will be offered to 
interested ESCAP member States in 2021. 

29. The study complements the secretariat’s ongoing study project on 
facilitating the deployment of highly and fully automated vehicles in road traffic 
along the network, which is aimed at developing guidelines on the topic. Within 
the scope of the project, the secretariat is conducting research to assess technical 
differences and differences in standards as well as technology gaps among 
countries along the network, which will serve as the basis for recommendations. 
Draft guidelines on the use of highly or fully automated vehicles along the 
network will be considered at a dedicated expert group meeting in 2021. 

 
6 ASEAN (Jakarta, 2021).   
7 ESCAP (Bangkok, 2020).  
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 E. Decarbonizing road freight transport operations 

30. The response to the COVID-19 pandemic had a very strong 
environmental component from the start. A dramatic drop in the nitrogen dioxide 
and carbon dioxide emissions in China and around the world demonstrate how 
much drastically reducing transport and industrial activity can impact emissions 
and how the sector is still very much dependent upon the use of fossil fuels. 
Building back better will entail decarbonizing road transport, which supports 
tremendous movements of freight volume and remains the backbone of national 
economies. 

31. In the above-mentioned “COVID-19 recovery guidelines for resilient and 
sustainable international road freight transport connectivity in ASEAN”, 
decarbonized transport connectivity is positioned as one of three key priorities 
for recovery, and guiding principles and actions in support of decarbonizing road 
transport are listed (see table 3). These and other actions may be considered by 
network member countries as they prepare and progress in their road transport 
recovery policies. 

Table 3  
Possible actions to support the decarbonization of road transport as part of 
coronavirus disease recovery policies 

Policy area Policy actions 

1. Increase road 
transport 
network 
efficiency  

 Improve truck routing schemes through route 
optimization 

 Manage network traffic and provide traffic flow 
information  

 Simplify procedures at cross-border checkpoints to 
reduce wait times and travel delays  

 Strengthen the last-mile network through greater 
collaboration among freight operators 

2. Increase 
vehicle 
optimization  

 Minimize empty loads 

 Optimize fleet utilization 

3. Increase fuel 
efficiency of 
road freight 
vehicles 

 Enhance the understanding of vehicle efficiency policy 
options (e.g. vehicle fuel efficiency and emission 
standards, market-based approach and fiscal measures) 

 Improve vehicle size and weight regulations 

 Prevent overloading and overweighting of vehicles 

 Incentivize improvements in vehicle design through the 
adoption of technology improvements 

 Support switch to cleaner alternative fuels 

 Participate in green freight programmes, with the goal of 
creating better access to financing mechanisms and 
information about fuel-saving technologies, strategies 
and fleet performance 

 Develop a fuel economy standards road map for heavy 
duty vehicles 

Source: Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), “COVID-19 recovery 
guidelines for resilient and sustainable international road freight transport connectivity 
in ASEAN” (Jakarta, 2021).  
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 F. Making transport connectivity along the Asian Highway network 
safer and more inclusive 

32. The COVID-19 pandemic brought the social development and 
inclusiveness gaps to the forefront of public policy discussions, and addressing 
them is another fundamental element of building back better. 

33. The social dimension of transport connectivity is partially addressed in 
annex II bis to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway 
Network, entitled “Asian Highway Design Standards for Road Safety”. The 
adoption of the annex was a much-needed step towards strengthening the 
Agreement’s role in helping countries to promote higher quality road safety 
standards and comply with their continued ambitions to improve road safety, as 
evidenced most recently by General Assembly resolution 74/299, adopted on 
31 August 2020, in which the period 2021–2030 was proclaimed the Second 
Decade of Action for Road Safety, with the goal of reducing road traffic deaths 
and injuries by at least 50 per cent between 2021 and 2030. 

34. The entry into force of annex II bis would constitute a major step in the 
development of the network, triggering an interactive process whereby member 
countries could amend the annex to accommodate road safety facilities along the 
Asian Highway routes and enhance the safety of transport along the network. 

35. Gender equality is another area in which road transport could be made 
more socially inclusive. Despite the strong growth in career opportunities in 
transport and logistics, the road sector, which is traditionally male dominated, 
remains slow in attracting and engaging women in its workforce. According to 
a recent study conducted by the International Transport Forum, women remain 
underrepresented in most transport-related industries, accounting for only 
17 per cent of employees on average across a sample of 46 countries.8 In the 
Asia-Pacific region, the percentage of women working in the transport and 
logistics sector is typically less than 20 per cent.9 However, women’s 
participation varies widely among member States. For example, according to a 
study published by the International Labour Organization (ILO), women 
accounted for 37 per cent of employees in the transport and logistics sector in 
Kyrgyzstan, 29 per cent in China, 9.5 per cent in the Philippines and less than 
4 per cent in Nepal and Pakistan.10 In consequence, women are also particularly 
few in senior roles in transport, logistics and infrastructure; indeed, according to 
the International Transport Forum study, only 14 per cent of senior positions 
were filled by women.11 Given the underrepresentation of women in senior roles, 
gender perspectives are less likely to be considered in decision-making. 

36. The secretariat is conducting a study project on the gender gap in 
transport and logistics, in which it will assess both opportunities and challenges 
for women in the transport and logistics sector workforce; analyse initiatives and 
national policies; and develop policy recommendations to mainstream gender 
issues and promote gender inclusiveness in the transport and logistics sector. 

 
8 Wei-Shiuen Ng and Ashley Acker, “The gender dimension of the transport workforce” 

(Paris, International Transport Forum, 2020).  
9 International Transport Forum, “ITF work on gender in transport”. Available at 

www.itf-oecd.org/itf-work-gender-transport (accessed on 2 April 2021). 
10  Professor Peter Turnbull, “Promoting the employment of women in the transport 

sector: obstacles and policy options”, Working Paper No. 298 (Geneva, ILO, 2013).  
11  International Transport Forum, “ITF work on gender in transport”.  
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 V. Issues for consideration by the Working Group 

37. The Working Group may wish to review the present document and 
consider the policy issues discussed therein. In particular, it may wish to provide 
further feedback and guidance on the secretariat’s efforts to support the 
following: 

(a) Data collection and analysis of physical and operational 
connectivity along the network; 

(b) Continued facilitation of cross-border and transit transport along 
the network; 

(c) Harmonization of transport policy responses to future disruptive 
events; 

(d) Leveraging digitalization and smart transport solutions; 

(e) Decarbonizing road freight transport operations; 

(f) Making transport connectivity along the network safer and more 
inclusive. 

_________________ 


