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 I. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

1. The following decisions adopted by the Committee on Transport are 

brought to the attention of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 

the Pacific (ESCAP): 

Decision 1 

The Committee on Transport welcomes the finalization of the 

“Guidelines for harmonization of national laws on multimodal transport in 

Asia and the Pacific” and the revision of the Model Subregional Agreement on 

Transport Facilitation as means of addressing the issue of crisis-related 

provisions in road transport agreements. 

Decision 2 

The Committee on Transport calls for renewed support to enhance the 

transport connectivity of countries in special situations, including through 

continued capacity-building activities on transport connectivity and logistics 

and other initiatives such as the preparation of a regional strategy to accelerate 

rail digital transformation in Asia and the Pacific. 

Decision 3 

The Committee on Transport welcomes evidence-based approaches to 

ensuring better planning, development and upgrading of the regional transport 

system and in particular the initiative to establish an online interactive platform 

on Asian highways, trans-Asian railways, dry ports and major maritime ports, 

and requests members and associate members to work closely with the 

secretariat on the final verifications and testing of the platform. 
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Decision 4 

Taking note of the conclusions reached at the Asia-Pacific Regional 

Forum on Connecting Global Supply Chains through Interregional Land 

Corridors and Maritime Routes, held in 2022, the Committee on Transport 

requests the secretariat to follow up on the proposal to develop a regional 

approach to green shipping corridors and to continue to provide support to 

initiatives on the development of land and multimodal transport corridors in 

Asia and the Pacific, including through the exploration of new interregional 

transport corridors and routes. 

Decision 5 

The Committee on Transport endorses, in principle, the basic 

provisions of the guiding principles for sustainable freight transport in Asia 

and the Pacific (ESCAP/CTR/2022/3, annex) as a means of further promoting 

the sustainability of freight transport in the region, and requests the secretariat 

to organize the finalization of the guiding principles in consultation with 

members and associate members. 

Decision 6 

The Committee on Transport supports the establishment of the regional 

cooperation mechanism on low-carbon transport to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions from the transport sector, as set out in the Regional Action 

Programme for Sustainable Transport Development in Asia and the Pacific 

(2022–2026). 

Decision 7 

The Committee on Transport supports the Asia-Pacific initiative on 

electric mobility to accelerate the transition to electric mobility for public 

transport in the region. 

Decision 8 

The Committee on Transport endorses the Regional Plan of Action for 

Asia and the Pacific for the Second Decade of Action for Road Safety 

2021–2030 (ESCAP/CTR/2022/5, annex). 

Decision 9 

The Committee on Transport acknowledges the work of the secretariat 

on the seven thematic areas of the Regional Action Programme for Sustainable 

Transport Development in Asia and the Pacific (2022–2026) and requests the 

secretariat to continue to assist members and associate members through its 

analytical work and capacity-building activities on these thematic areas. 

 II. Organization 

 A. Opening, duration and organization of the session 

2. The Committee held its seventh session in Bangkok and online from 

23 to 25 November 2022. The session was opened by the Executive Secretary 

of ESCAP and special remarks were made by the Permanent Secretary of the 

Ministry of Transport of Thailand, Mr. Chanyatan Phromsorn, on behalf of the 

Minister of Transport of Thailand. 
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 B. Attendance 

3. Representatives of the following members and associate members of 

ESCAP attended: Armenia; Australia; Azerbaijan; Bangladesh; Bhutan; 

Cambodia; China; Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Fiji; Georgia; 

India; Indonesia; Iran (Islamic Republic of); Japan; Kazakhstan; Kiribati; 

Kyrgyzstan; Lao People’s Democratic Republic; Maldives; Mongolia; Nauru; 

Nepal; Niue; Pakistan; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Russian Federation; 

Sri Lanka; Tajikistan; Thailand; Timor-Leste; Tonga; Türkiye; Turkmenistan; 

Uzbekistan; and Viet Nam. 

4. Representatives of Switzerland, a Permanent Observer to ESCAP, 

attended. 

5. Representatives of the following offices of the Secretariat and other 

United Nations entities attended: Economic Commission for Europe; 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean; United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP); and United Nations Office for Project 

Services. The Special Envoy for Road Safety also attended. 

6. Representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations 

attended: Asian Development Bank (ADB); Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN); Conference on Interaction and Confidence-building 

Measures in Asia; Economic Cooperation Organization; Eurasian Economic 

Commission; Intergovernmental Organisation for International Carriage by 

Rail; International Transport Forum; Islamic Development Bank; Organization 

for Cooperation between Railways; Shanghai Cooperation Organization; and 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation. 

7. Representatives of the following non-governmental organizations, civil 

society organizations and other entities attended: Asian Institute of Transport 

Development; German Agency for International Cooperation; International 

Association of Public Transport; International Coordinating Council on 

Trans-Eurasian Transportation; International Council on Clean Transportation; 

International Road Assessment Programme; International Road Transport 

Union; and Thai Intelligent Transport Systems Association. 

8. In accordance with rule 12 of the rules of procedure of ESCAP, the 

bureau examined the credentials of the representatives of member States and 

reported upon them to the Committee. The credentials of the representatives of 

35 member States were found to be in order. Acknowledging the report of the 

Credentials Committee to the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session, 

and in line with Assembly resolution 396 (V) of 14 December 1950, the bureau 

decided to defer any action on the credentials pertaining to the representatives 

of Myanmar at the seventh session of the Committee pending a decision by the 

Assembly on the representation of Myanmar. 

9. The Committee took note of the oral report of the bureau on credentials. 

 C. Election of officers 

10. The Committee elected the following officers:  

Chair:   Ms. Min Meanvy (Cambodia) 

Vice-Chairs:   Ms. C.A. Chaminda I. Colonne (Sri Lanka) 

Mr. Arman Issetov (Kazakhstan) 



ESCAP/CTR/2022/L.3 

 

4 B22-01109 

 D. Agenda 

11. The Committee adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening of the session: 

(a) Opening statements; 

(b) Election of officers; 

(c) Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Review of the implementation of the Regional Action 

Programme for Sustainable Transport Development in Asia and 

the Pacific (2022–2026). 

3. Major issues in transport: 

(a) Efficient and resilient transport and logistics networks and 

mobility for economic growth; 

(b) Environmentally sustainable transport systems and 

services; 

(c) Safe and inclusive transport and mobility. 

4. Other matters. 

5. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its seventh session. 

 E. Other events 

12. The following round table and side events were held in conjunction 

with the Committee session: 

(a) 23 November 2022, high-level round table: “Achieving the 

transport-related Sustainable Development Goals through sustainable, 

inclusive and resilient transport development in the region”, organized by 

ESCAP; 

(b) 23 November 2022, side event: “Sustainable mobility for Asia 

and the Pacific: #RoadSafetyMatters”, organized by ESCAP, the Special 

Envoy for Road Safety and the United Nations Road Safety Fund; 

(c) 24 November 2022, side event: “Opportunities and challenges: 

stringent vehicle emissions standards and electric vehicle technology for 

heavy-duty vehicles in ASEAN countries”, organized by ESCAP, UNEP and 

the International Council on Clean Transportation; 

(d) 25 November 2022, side event: “Expert group meeting on 

sustainable maritime connectivity in the Pacific”, organized by ESCAP, the 

Pacific Community and UNCTAD; 

(e) 25 November 2022, side event: “Data-driven sustainable urban 

transport in ASEAN metropolitan regions”, organized by ESCAP, ADB and 

the German Agency for International Cooperation; 

(f) 25 November 2022, side event: “North-South Corridor: 

opportunities and challenges”, organized by the Russian Federation. 
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 III. Account of proceedings 

13. The discussions held during the session will be summarized in an 

account of proceedings that will become available within a week following the 

conclusion of the session and be annexed to the present report. 
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Annex 

List of documents 

Symbol Title Agenda item 

General series 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/1 Review of the implementation of the Regional Action 

Programme for Sustainable Transport Development in 

Asia and the Pacific (2022–2026) 

2 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/2 Efficient and resilient transport and logistics networks 

and mobility for economic growth 

3 (a) 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/3 Encouraging a regional approach to sustainable 

multimodal freight transport in Asia and the Pacific 

3 (a) 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/4 Environmentally sustainable transport systems and 

services 

3 (b) 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/5 Safe and inclusive transport and mobility 3 (c) 

Limited series 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/L.1 Provisional agenda 1 (c) 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/L.2 Annotated provisional agenda 1 (c) 

ESCAP/CTR/2022/L.3 Draft report 5 

Information series   

ESCAP/CTR/2022/INF/1 Activities implemented under the Regional Action 

Programme for Sustainable Transport Development in 

Asia and the Pacific (2022–2026) 

2 

Information available online 

www.unescap.org/events/2022

/committee-transport-seventh-

session 

Information for participants  

www.unescap.org/events/2022

/committee-transport-seventh-

session 

List of participants  

www.unescap.org/events/2022

/committee-transport-seventh-

session 

Tentative programme  
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