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Inequalities in CRVS: Let’s really get every one in the picture! 

Using secondary sources to assess inequality in civil registration 
Experts’ Group Meeting 

11 and 12 February 2021, 11:00 – 14:00 (Bangkok time, GMT +7) 

 

A. About the session 
 
A well-functioning civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) system helps to ensure that every person 
has a legal identity, facilitating access to the benefits and protections of the State. Despite national and 
universal efforts to “get every one in the picture”, disparities in coverage of hard-to-reach and 
marginalized populations remain. Therefore, the Regional Action Framework on CRVS goes beyond the 
measurement of civil registration completeness at the national level and includes inequality assessment 
as part of the essential tools for achieving universal and well-functioning civil registration systems. 
 
While many countries expressed willingness to undertake inequality assessments, they often struggle to 
understand how these should be undertaken, especially where capacity is low. The COVID-19 pandemic 
and the disparities in its impact have highlighted the importance of death registration to be able to 
measure and report on this. The pandemic underscored the importance of ensuring that CRVS systems 
are strengthened and improved, to respond better to any future pandemic, and have a better 
understanding of the ensuing mortality and morbidity. Assessing inequalities in civil registration is 
required to strengthen CRVS systems.  
 
This session will hear experts discuss the secondary sources which might be used to assess inequality in 
civil registration. These sources can include population and housing censuses, household surveys and 
administrative data such as that from health and education information systems, health and demographic 
surveillance sites and sample registration sites. Sharing their experiences and perspectives, the session 
will explore questions such as: 
 

(a) What are the advantages and disadvantages of the different data sources for assessing inequality 
in civil registration?  

(b) What are the criteria for determining which data sources are the most appropriate, when are they 
appropriate to be used, which assumptions are made and do those assumptions hold?  

(c) How may these data sources be improved to be a better resource for assessing inequality?  
 

This is the second of a three-webinar series which will be conducted to provide vital inputs to the three 
associated Expert Group Meetings. The activities ultimately hope to provide practical and clear guidance 
for countries in Asia and the Pacific with lower capacity on filling the gap in inequalities in CRVS.   

 

B. Objectives: 
 
This session will build on the webinar held previously. Based on the presentations, experts will discuss the 
following questions:  
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1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using each of these data sources for assessing 

inequalities?  

2. What criteria can be developed to guide countries in which data sources can be used and under 

which conditions?  

3. How can these data sources reasonably be improved to facilitate inequality assessments?  

 
This is the second of three Expert Group Meetings and associated webinars. These activities are intended 
to provide practical and clear guidance for countries in Asia and the Pacific with lower capacity on filling 
the gap in inequalities in CRVS.   
 
C. Deliverables : 

 
1. Evaluation of potential for using different secondary data sources in Asia and the Pacific to 

identify gaps in completeness and coverage in birth and death registration for inequality 

assessments  

2. Guidance on criteria for using different data sources 

3. Recommendations for improvement of data sources and further research  

 
D. Programme and Mechanics: 
 

The EGM will be in held virtually in Microsoft Teams application.  

Participants are encouraged to review the associated webinar and discussions. A summary will be 

provided ahead of the meeting. 

Day 1: 3 hours with 10 min break 

Part 1: Introduction  

1. Welcome and tour de table (10 minutes) 
2. Summary of webinar and key points (20 minutes) 
 

General guide: For each data source, the following will be considered: 

• Evaluation of potential use of source for completeness and coverage for birth and death 

registration for use in inequality assessments 

o Which measures (fertility and mortality) can be derived from this source?  

o Is the data easily accessible to the agency assessing inequalities? 

o Does the source usually have full coverage of the population or partial coverage only? 

Are some populations at risk of being excluded from the source? 

o What kind of analysis can be done with the data? 

o Can it be used to monitor the evolution of inequalities over a short period of time? 

o What is the periodicity and/or timeliness? Is it sufficient?  

• Criteria and assumptions made for using the different data sources for births and deaths 

o What are the potential caveats in using the source? 
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o Is recent data from the source required for its use in inequality assessments? How 

recent? 

o How will the data be used?  

o For deaths – differences between child and adult deaths?  

• Examples of use of the source  

o What are the inequalities that were identified with the source? 

o How was the analysis presented to the civil registration authority? 

o Did it give sufficient information to guide the civil registration authority in developing 

policies to register the population(s) of interest? Were the insights from the analysis of 

any use for them? 

• Practical recommendations for improving the data sources for use in CRVS inequality 

assessments.  

Part 2: Census and Administrative Data 

A) Census (90 mins) 

 

B) Administrative data: Health Information System (HIS) and EIS (50 mins) 

 

Day 2: 3 hours with 10 min break 

Recap of Day 1 (5 mins) 

Part 3: Health and Demographic Surveillance Sites; Sample Registration System; and Household Surveys 

C) HDSS and SRS (50 mins) 

 

D) Household surveys (90 mins) 

 

Part 4: Wrap up, conclusions and way forward (30 mins) 

Duration: three (3) hours  

 
E. Requested preparations/actions from participants: 
 
Before the event, participants are requested to 

• kindly review the presentations made during webinar 2 (Using secondary sources to assess 
inequality in civil registration) held on 08 February 2021; and 

• submit the participant’s registration form to the Secretariat (escap-crvs@un.org) by 10 February 
2021 
 

During the event, participants are requested to 

• contribute to the discussion; and  

• prepare to respond to the key questions from the General Guide of this concept note, that will 
be considered in discussing each data source. If possible, kindly forward your thoughts and/or 

mailto:escap-crvs@un.org
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responses to these questions  to the Secretariat (escap-crvs@un.org) on or before 10 February 
2021.  

 
After the event, participants are encouraged to:  

• comment on the draft highlights of the EGM to be prepared by the Secretariat 

• review and input into the deliverables 
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