
 United Nations  ESCAP/74/14 

 

Economic and Social Council Distr.: General 

5 February 2018 

 

Original: English 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

Seventy-fourth session 
Bangkok, 11–16 May 2018 

Item 3 (d) of the provisional agenda* 

Review of issues pertinent to the subsidiary structure 

of the Commission, including the work of the regional 

institutions: environment and development 

 

 

_____________________ 
* ESCAP/74/L.1. 

B18-00170  (E)  TP270318  

Report of the Governing Council of the Centre for Sustainable 

Agricultural Mechanization on its thirteenth session 

Summary 

The Governing Council of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization expressed 

appreciation to the Centre for the progress that it had achieved in 2017 in implementing its 

programmes aimed at promoting sustainable agricultural mechanization in the Asia-Pacific region. It 

commended the Centre for the success achieved in mobilizing additional resources, including in-kind 

contributions from national and regional stakeholders, for the execution of its activities and events. 

The Council expressed appreciation to the Government of China, as the Centre’s host country, 

for its financial contributions towards supporting the Centre’s operational and programmatic costs. 

The Council also expressed appreciation to member countries which had provided valuable financial 

contributions to the Centre, and to Japan for its contribution to the Centre’s Asian and Pacific Network 

for Testing of Agricultural Machinery project. The Council noted the importance of diversifying the 

Centre’s resource base and encouraged the Centre to strengthen efforts to mobilize additional 

resources from and strengthen partnerships with a broader range of countries and stakeholders. 

The Council noted the need for the Centre to focus its efforts on Sustainable Development 

Goals 1 (No poverty) and 2 (Zero hunger), and also recommended that, wherever possible, the Centre 

should leverage opportunities to contribute to other Goals through its work on sustainable agricultural 

mechanization, such as Goals 6 (Clean water and sanitation) and 13 (Climate action), in accordance 

with the Centre’s mandate.  

In relation to the further development of the Centre’s programmes on sustainable agricultural 

mechanization, the Council recommended that the Centre should do the following: (a) address the 

needs of different segments of the farming community; (b) enable value addition along the whole 

value chain, including post-harvest and processing; (c) enhance efforts with respect to the availability 

of reliable and comparable data in the region, and the sharing of experiences among member States 

in relation to policy and strategy development and implementation; (d) enhance efforts for the 

engagement of the private sector in sustainable agricultural mechanization development; (e) explore 

opportunities to address the areas of livestock and fisheries in the medium to long term; (f) strengthen 

monitoring and evaluation of its training programmes and workshops in order to further enhance their 

efficiency and effectiveness; and (g) continue to make efforts to promote effective knowledge-sharing 

and exchange. 

The Council endorsed the Centre’s work report and financial status report for 2017, as well 

as its proposed workplan for 2018. It also endorsed the Centre’s updated midterm development 

strategy (2017–2019). 

The Commission may wish to review the report of the Council and provide the secretariat 

with guidance on the future work of the Centre. 
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 I. Matters calling for action by the Commission or brought 

to its attention 

1. The Governing Council of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural 
Mechanization expresses appreciation to the Government of China, as the 
Centre’s host country, for its financial contributions towards supporting the 

Centre’s operational and programmatic costs. The Council also expresses 
appreciation to member countries which have provided valuable financial 

contributions to the Centre, and to Japan for its contribution to the Centre’s 

Asian and Pacific Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery project. 

2. The Council notes the importance of engaging high-level officials, 

particularly from line ministries, with a view to promoting sustainable 
agricultural mechanization. It also encourages member States to voice the 

importance of sustainable agricultural mechanization at the seventy-fourth 
session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP). 

3. The Council recommends that its fourteenth session be held in 
November or December 2018. It recommends the Centre to explore 

opportunities to co-organize the session with other key events in order to 

economize resources. 

 II. Proceedings 

 A. Report on the Centre’s activities and financial status for 2017 
(Agenda item 2) 

4. A representative of the Centre presented the report on the activities of 

the Centre and its financial status in 2017 (see E/ESCAP/CSAM/GC(13)/1). 

5. The Council expressed appreciation for the progress achieved by the 
Centre in 2017 in implementing its programmes aimed at promoting 

sustainable agricultural mechanization in the Asia-Pacific region, in the areas 
of the promotion of regional and technical cooperation, capacity-building, 
normative research and advocacy, communication and knowledge-sharing, and 

outreach and partnership-building. 

6. The Council noted the need for the Centre to focus its efforts on 

Sustainable Development Goals 1 (No poverty) and 2 (Zero hunger), and also 
recommended that, wherever possible, the Centre should leverage 

opportunities to contribute to other Goals through its work on sustainable 
agricultural mechanization, such as Goals 6 (Clean water and sanitation) and 

13 (Climate action), in accordance with the Centre’s mandate. 

7. The Council expressed appreciation to the Government of China, as the 
Centre’s host country, for its financial contributions towards supporting the 
Centre’s operational and programmatic costs. The Council also expressed 
appreciation to member countries which had provided valuable financial 
contributions to the Centre, and to Japan for its contribution to the Centre’s 

Asian and Pacific Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery project. It 
commended the Centre for the success achieved in mobilizing additional 

resources, including in-kind contributions from national and regional 
stakeholders, for the execution of its activities and events. In that context, the 
Council noted the importance of diversifying the Centre’s resource base and 

encouraged the Centre to strengthen efforts to mobilize additional resources 
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from and strengthen partnerships with a broader range of countries and 

stakeholders. 

8. The Council emphasized the need for the Centre to coordinate its 

programmes with relevant stakeholders, and recommended that the Centre 
should share information about its programmes in advance in order to enable 
opportunities for partnership and cooperation with member States and relevant 

stakeholders.  

9. The Council noted the importance of engaging high-level officials, 

particularly from line ministries, with a view to promoting sustainable 
agricultural mechanization. It also encouraged member States to voice the 
importance of sustainable agricultural mechanization at the seventy-fourth 

session of the Commission.   

10. The Council endorsed the Centre’s work report and financial status 

report for 2017. 

 B. Discussion of the proposed plan of work for 2018 
(Agenda item 3) 

11. The Director of the Centre presented the Centre’s proposed workplan 

for 2018 (see E/ESCAP/CSAM/GC(13)/1). 

12. In relation to the further development of its programmes on sustainable 

agricultural mechanization, the Council recommended that the Centre should: 

(a) Address the needs of different segments of the farming 

community, with particular emphasis on smallholders;  

(b) Enable value addition along the whole value chain, including 

post-harvest and processing;    

(c) Enhance efforts with respect to the availability of reliable and 
comparable data in the region, and the sharing of experiences among member 

States in relation to policy and strategy development and implementation; 

(d) Enhance efforts for the engagement of the private sector in 
sustainable agricultural mechanization development;  

(e) Explore opportunities to address the areas of livestock and 

fisheries in the medium to long term;  

(f) Strengthen monitoring and evaluation of its training programmes 

and workshops in order to further enhance their efficiency and effectiveness; 

(g) Continue to make efforts to promote effective knowledge-

sharing and exchange.  

13. The Council endorsed the Centre’s proposed workplan for 2018. 

 C. Endorsement of the Centre’s Midterm Development Strategy (2017–2019)  
(Agenda item 4) 

14. The Director of the Centre presented the Centre’s updated midterm 
development strategy (2017–2019), outlining the proposed future priorities of 

the Centre and their delivery modalities, including linkages between its work 
and the relevant Sustainable Development Goals (see 

E/ESCAP/CSAM/GC(13)/2). 
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15. The Council endorsed the Centre’s updated midterm development 

strategy (2017–2019). 

 D. Date of and venue for the fourteenth session of the Governing 

Council  
(Agenda item 5) 

16. The Council recommended that its fourteenth session should be held in 
November or December 2018. It recommended the Centre to explore 
opportunities to co-organize the session with other key events in order to 

economize resources. 

 E. Other matters  
(Agenda item 6) 

17. The representative of Cambodia proposed that the Centre should co-
organize a regional workshop concerning the role of mechanization in 
conservation agriculture in Cambodia in 2018. The Council expressed support 

for the proposal in principle. The exact title, date and venue of the workshop 

would be further considered. 

18. The Council was informed that next elections, covering the period from 
2018 to 2021, would be held during the seventy-fourth session of the 

Commission. 

 F. Adoption of the report 
(Agenda item 7) 

19. The Council adopted the present report on 3 January 2018. 

 III. Organization 

 A. Opening, duration and organization of the session 

20. The Council held its thirteenth session in Kathmandu on 13 December 2017. 

21. The Director of the Centre welcomed the members of the Council, and 

delivered the remarks of the Executive Secretary of ESCAP. In those remarks, 
the Executive Secretary noted the importance of promoting sustainable and 
climate-resilient agriculture in the Asia-Pacific region for achievement of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and underscored the key role of 
sustainable agricultural mechanization in that regard. The Executive Secretary 

also invited the Council members to cooperate fully with the Centre in its 
efforts to promote South-South cooperation and enhance the outreach and 

visibility of its work. 

 B. Attendance 

22. The session was attended by representatives of all nine members of the 
Council: Bangladesh; Cambodia; China; India; Indonesia; Pakistan; Sri Lanka; 

Thailand; and Viet Nam. 



ESCAP/74/14 

 

B18-00170 5 

 C. Election of officers  

23. The Council elected the following officers: 

Chair:  Mr. Li Hong (China) 

Vice-Chair: Ms. Tam Thi Dinh (Viet Nam) 

 D. Agenda 

24. The Council adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening of the session: 

  (a) Opening statements; 

  (b) Election of officers; 

  (c) Adoption of the agenda. 

2.  Report on the Centre’s activities and financial status for 2017. 

3.  Discussion of the proposed plan of work for 2018. 

4.  Endorsement of the Centre’s Midterm Development Strategy 

(2017–2019). 

5.  Date of and venue for the fourteenth session of the Governing 

Council. 

6.  Other matters. 

7.  Adoption of the report. 
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Annex I 

List of documents 

Symbol Title Agenda item 

General series   

E/ESCAP/CSAM/GC(13)/1 Work report for 2017 and plan of work for 2018 of the 
Centre  

2 and 3 

E/ESCAP/CSAM/GC(13)/2 Midterm Development Strategy of the Centre (2017–2019) 4 

Limited series 
 

 

E/ESCAP/CSAM/GC(13)/L.1 Annotated provisional agenda 1 (c) 

E/ESCAP/CSAM/GC(13)/L.2 Draft report 7 
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Annex II 

Financial statement of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural 

Mechanization for the year ended 31 December 2017 
(United States dollars) 

Income 

Contributions 2 083 510  

Interest income  25 818  

Exchange difference —     

Total income 2 109 328  

Less: Expenditure (1 139 821) 

Net income over expenditure 969 507  

Fund balance as at 1 January 2017 2 306 923  

Fund transfer from/to grants — 

Fund balance as at 31 December 2017 3 276 430 
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Annex III 

Financial statement of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization for the year ended 31 December 2017, by project 

component 
(United States dollars) 

 

Joint 
contributions: 

capacity 
development 

project 

Government  
of China: 

capacity 
development 

project 

Establishing 
regional 

cooperation 
mechanisms and 

platforms for 
agricultural 

mechanization in 

Asia and the Pacific 

Asian and Pacific 
Network for 
Testing of 

Agricultural 
Machinery: 

cooperation 
project with Japan 

Asian and Pacific 
Network for 

Testing of 
Agricultural 

Machinery: 
cooperation 

project with Japan 

(phase II) 

Total 

Income 

   

  

 

Contributions 1 821 000  —  —  126 141  136 369  2 083 510  

Interest income  19 219   5 813   117  —   669   25 818  

Exchange difference —  —  — —  —  —  

Total income 1 840 219   5 813   117   126 141   137 038  2 109 328  

Less: Expenditure (975 578) (148 609)  984  (16 618) —  (1 139 821) 

Net income over expenditure  864 640   (142 796)  1 101   109 523   137 038   969 507  

Fund balance as at 1 January 2017  233 201  2 061 302   12 419  —  —   2 306 923  

Fund transfer from/to grants 1 591 942 (1 445 419) —   (109 523)  (37 000)  —  

Fund balance as at 31 December 2017 2 689 784   473 087   13 520  —   100 038  3 276 430  
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Annex IV 

Cash contributions to the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural 

Mechanization for the institutional support account received for the 

year ended 31 December 2017 
(United States dollars) 

Country/area 
Year ended 

31 December 2017 

Year ended 

31 December 2016 

Bangladesh 3 000 3 000 

Cambodia 2 000 2 000 

China 1 720 000 1 680 000 

Fiji — — 

India — — 

Indonesia  30 000 30 000 

Japan 262 510 — 

Mongolia — — 

Philippines 30 000 30 000 

Republic of Korea 10 000 10 000 

Sri Lanka 5 000 5 000 

Thailand 15 000 15 000 

Vietnam 6 000 — 

Total 2 083 510 1 775 000 

_________________ 


