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Background and context

The Australian Bureau of Statistics uses data sourced from jurisdictional Registries of Births, 

Deaths and Marriages as foundations for key national statistics and many other research studies

At a national level, registration rates are high and the quality of key data items supports wide 

ranging uses of these data. However, registration rates are not uniform across all regions 

Registries work to overcome barriers to registration through community engagement, outreach 

programs and initiatives aimed at increasing access to registration in remote areas

It is important that any limitations of the births and deaths datasets are understood and mitigated 

when these data are used to inform policies so the data remain fit for purpose

Alternative data sources can highlight and help mitigate data limitations and can support 

strategies to enhance registration for all



Deaths data - Census data enhancement project

This project was aimed at increasing the quality of key datasets that could be used to improve the 

lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia

Linkage between the Census and Deaths datasets provided insights into Indigenous identification 

across both datasets and also highlighted potential areas of under-coverage

Overcoming these data limitations enabled the production of life expectancy estimates for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from the CRVS dataset

This project highlighted the benefits of secondary sources to assess the quality of CRVS data and 

enhance the utility of these data for use in policy and planning

The study provided important insights into quality issues relating to death registration and this 

information can provide important guidance for RBDMs



Births data: ‘Birth of a child’ and linkage studies

While completeness of birth registrations in Australia is high, timeliness of registration can vary significantly 

between regions and communities

When a child is born, parents enroll their child with Medicare and Centrelink and also register the child with 

the jurisdictional RBDM

The ‘Birth of a child’ project aims to bundle these three services to reduce administrative burdens on new 

parents. This approach would mean that the incentives for enrolment with all government services would be 

shared and this would be especially helpful for enhancing the timeliness of birth registration. 

This project is underway, but implementation will take time. As the synergies between these key 

administrative datasets are better understood, more information could be made available to registries on 

areas where registrations are particularly lagged or where potential under-coverage may exist.

Where this information can be used to enhance registration, this will result in more individuals being 

registered in a timely manner and better delivery of services and support to communities throughout Australia


