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Background 

Throughout the last 50 years, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has 

transformed from a loosely constructed regional organization to one of the major players in 

the world encompassing almost all countries in Southeast Asia. Besides its deepening political 

integration, ASEAN created the world’s sixth-largest market and works with the third-largest 

labour force. By 2030, ASEAN is projected to become the world’s fourth-largest economic bloc. 

If by then it were a single economy, it would be ranked 4th place amongst all world’s economic 

powers. While its potential for future growth and rising prosperity seems unlimited, to convert 

them into reality, more efforts need to be undertaken to ensure inclusive and sustainable 

development of the region as a whole. In this regard, the establishment of the ASEAN 

Economic Community (AEC) in 2015 and adoption of ASEAN Vision 2025 Forging Ahead 

Together moved the bloc toward fostering closer economic, political, social, and cultural 

cooperation.  

As the ASEAN is growing into a more mature and integrated community approaching 2025, it 

is also facing considerable new challenges, from outside and within the community. This 

requires careful management of external uncertainties while strengthening internal cohesion. 

Additionally, the impact of the digital economy and new technologies and the urgencies to act 

to threats of climate change, make it imperative that ASEAN commits to a longer strategy of 

sustainable development embracing all ASEAN peoples in an inclusive way. Recently a strategy 

for next two decades has been unveiled as ASEAN Vision 2040. “ASEAN Vision 2040 seeks to 

assess the challenges that ASEAN faces now and sets out a vision for the next 2 decades and 

the strategies to achieve it. At base, in light of the new deeply uncertain environment the 

region faces, ASEAN Vision 2040 calls for ASEAN to step boldly forward and be more pro-

active, nimble, forward looking, united, and more deeply focused on people empowerment 

and engagement.“ (ASEAN Vision 2040: Towards a Bolder and Stronger ASEAN Community, 

Vol.1, p.2, 2019).  

About the ASEAN Economic Integration Forum (AEIF) 

The 4th ASEAN Economic Integration Forum 2019 (AEIF 2019) aims to provide a platform that 

allows global leaders from social society, industry, academia and government to discuss 

innovative solutions and to tackle obstacles that are shared among all members of AEC. The 

4th AEIF follows the ones successfully organized in Oxford in 2015, Kuala Lumpur in 2016 and 

Bangkok in 2017. The AEIF 2019 offers a multistakeholder platform to dive deeper into the 

ASEAN Vision 2040. Like in previous years, it strives to produce actionable policy takeaways to 

facilitate the implementation of a sustainable development framework that benefits all 

ASEAN. The AEIF 2019 highlights keynote addresses from distinguished speakers and forum 

on selected sub-themes including business and human rights, rural economic and community-

based development, entrepreneurship, trade and investment as well as sector-specific issues, 

such as aviation industry, sustainable tourism, and others. Plenary sessions will be 



 

 

complemented by several parallel sessions to present best practices from both public and 

private sectors and applied research from academia. This AEIF 2019 strives to feature the 

identification of and proposals for bridging inter- and intra-regional development gaps in the 

ASEAN region, to contribute to policy making that looks at holistic and bottom-up approach 

within the region, to promote meaningful discourse on ASEAN community that goes beyond 

economic imperatives and to highlight the importance of social forces in promoting ASEAN 

community.   

Provisional Program * 

Day 1: 9 December 2019 

0800-
0900 

Registration UNCC, Ground floor 

0900-
1000 
CR3 
 

Opening Session 
 
Welcome: Ms. Mia Mikic, Director Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) 
 
Keynote Speakers:  

1. Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCAP 

 

2. Mr. Sri Dato' Noor Azlan Ghazali, Graduate School of Business, Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia 
 

3. Mr. Asi Mamanee, Deputy Director-General of Department of ASEAN 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand 

1000- 

1015 

Group photo 

Break (Foyer of Conference Room 3)  

1015-

1115 

CR3 

Plenary 1: ASEAN and People Empowerment Towards 2040 
ASEAN Visions seek to enhance commitment, participation and social responsibility of ASEAN 

peoples through an accountable and engaging mechanism for the benefit of all, towards a 

community of engaged and empowered peoples who are provided the platforms to participate in 

ASEAN processes as well as to enjoy the benefits from the various initiatives.  This session discusses 

how ASEAN and its people work together towards making the people of ASEAN to embrace 

community building and to view ASEAN’s visions as part of their lives and to strengthen the voice 

of people in the making of ASEAN Community. 

 

Chair:  Ms. Jantima K. Kheokao, Assoc. Professor, University of the Thai 

Chamber of Commerce  

1. Ms. Nirmala Rao, Vice Chancellor, Asian University for Women 

2. Ms. Deanna Morris, Catalyzing Women Entrepreneurship for Economic 

Empowerment, ESCAP 



 

 

3. Ms. Vanessa Steinmayer, Social Development Division, ESCAP 

1115-

1130 

Break (coffee served in front of CR3) 

(please also make your way to the meeting rooms) 

1130-

1245 

Concurrent Forum Session 1 

Meeting Room A  Meeting Room H  

Towards Responsible Business 
Practices in ASEAN  
Responsible business and human rights issues 

are increasingly becoming priorities in the 

ASEAN region. With close to 80% of global 

trade and 60% of global production taking 

place within global supply chains - many of 

which based in this region – pressure is 

mounting on companies to show that they 

comply with responsible business principles 

and standards, both within core operations 

and in their supply chains. In line with this, 

several Governments in the ASEAN region are 

now working to develop national action plans 

on business and human rights. This session 

will discuss current trends and how to 

accelerate action to ensure responsible 

business and human rights among companies 

in the region. 

 
Chair: Mr. Sean Lees, Business and 
Human Rights Specialist, UNDP  
 
Panelists: 

1. Mr. Andika Abd Wahab, IKMAS, 
Malaysia 

2. Ms. Thanyaporn 
Krichtitayawuth, Executive 
Director of Global Compact 
Network Thailand 

3. Mr. Emil Benjamin B Tapnio, 
Philippine Development 
Foundation  

4. Ms. Jomkwan Kongsakul, 
Assistant Secretary-General, 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission Thailand  

 Policy Uncertainty, Trade 

Tensions and ASEAN 
How are ASEAN member States affected 

by trade tensions between two trade 

super-powers, China and the US? While 

most agree that in a long run there are 

no winners, in a short run, there are also 

winners among the third parties. Most of 

them are found among ASEAN members 

which are already well integrated in the 

regional parts of the GVCs. Is it possible 

to convert these “war gains” into the 

long-term gains? Is there a regional 

defense from the growing policy 

uncertainty risks? 

 

Chair: Ms. Chanintira Na Thalang, 

Assoc. Professor, Thammasat 

University 

 

 

Panelists: 

1. Ms. Deborah Elms, Founder 
and Executive Director, Asian 
Trade Centre  

2. Mr. Stephen Olson, Research 
Fellow, Hinrich Foundation  

3. Mr. Henry Gao, Professor, 
Singapore Management 
University 

4. Mr. Juergen Keitel, European 
Adviser, IKMAS 

1245-
14.00 

Lunch  

1400-
1515 
CR3 

Plenary 2:  A Look from the Outside: Challenges of the Changing Global and 
Regional Environment Facing ASEAN 2040 



 

 

ASEAN 2040 is being conceived in a period of great uncertainty arising from megatrends in the 

global economy: shifts in the geo-economic and geo-political landscape, 4th industrial revolution 

(and digitalization of economies), deepening income inequalities, aging, climate crisis, etc.  Panel 

to discuss how these challenges could be turned into opportunities for ASEAN drawing also on the 

experiences and lessons from nations outside ASEAN. 

 
Chair: HE Ms. Diedrah Kelly, Ambassador of Canada to the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
Panelists: 

1. HE Mr.  Tahamoana Macpherson, Ambassador of New Zealand to the Kingdom 
of Thailand, Kingdom of Cambodia and Lao PDR 

2. HE Mr. Georg Schmidt, Ambassador of Germany to the Kingdom of Thailand 
3. Mr. Sang Wuk AHN, Professor, Division of International & Area Studies, 

Pukyong National University 
4. Mr.  Manfred Elsig, Professor, World Trade Institute, Switzerland (via Video 

link)  

1515-
1530 

Break 
 

1530 -
1645 
CR3 

Plenary 3: ASEAN in the Indo-Pacific, Opportunities and Challenges for Future 
Economic Development 
The ‘Indo-Pacific’ construct has gained significant traction recently. The Indo-Pacific is a natural 

region and is home to not just opportunities but also challenges. The ten countries of ASEAN 

connect the two great Oceans i.e. Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean in both the geographical 

and civilizational sense. Building economic relations lie at the very core of the Indo-Pacific. Indo-

Pacific countries emphasize connectivity in the Indo-Pacific and underline cooperation over 

rivalry. ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) talks of further strengthening and optimization 

of ASEAN-led mechanisms, including the East Asia Summit (EAS), the ASEAN Regional Forum 

(ARF), the Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF) etc. In the light of this, one important 

question that could be posed is whether there is a need for additional mechanisms and if so, 

what form and shape this should take. In answering this, the session may also dwell on the role 

of the Indo-Pacific in the context of the current multipolar world order characterised by 

uncertainty and a palpable decline in multilateralism. In view of the above, the objective of the 

session is to generate deeper understanding of the Indo-Pacific concept and to identify shared 

perspectives, new avenues and challenges for ASEAN. 

Chair: Mr. Surat Horachaikul, Director, India Study Centre, Chulalongkorn 
University, Thailand 

Panellists:  

1. Mr. Naoyoshi Noguchi, Head, Bangkok Research Centre, JETRO, 
Thailand  

2. Mr. Zaw Oo, Executive Director, Centre for Economic and Social 
Development, Myanmar 

3. Mr. Prabir De, Professor, ASEAN-India Centre, Research and Information 
System for Developing Countries, India 

4. Mr. Piti Srisangnam, Director, Academic Affairs, ASEAN Studies Centre, 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand   



 

 

End of day 1 

Day 2: 10th December 2019 

0900-
1000 
 

Special info session – The role of Youth Leadership, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship towards ASEAN 2040 
There are currently 213 million youth (15-34 years) in ASEAN countries, constituting the largest 
ever cohort of ASEAN youth. (ASEAN Youth Development Index).  Today, young people are more 
connected, more creative, more informed and more persuasive than any previous generation. 
With this context, it is important to understand the role that young people in ASEAN can play to 
unlock the potential of ASEAN 2040. 

 
Chair: Mr. Jules Guiang, TV Host, PTV-4, Philippines 
Panelists: 

1. Ms. Quynh Huong Hoang, Co-founder, Save your Ocean, Viet Nam 
2. Ms. Ke Lin, Youth Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation Coordinator, 

UNDP Asia-Pacific  
3. Mr. Thanakorn Phromyos, Co-founder, Young Happy, Thailand 

1000-
1130 

Plenary 4 
ASEAN Grand Challenge – Connectivity  
Modern connectivity is proving to be a game changer. Seamless and comprehensive connectivity 
can promote competitiveness, inclusiveness, and a greater sense of ASEAN Community. There is 
substantive progress across its five Strategic Areas; namely Sustainable Infrastructure, Digital 
Innovation, Seamless Logistics, Regulatory Excellence, and People Mobility. Three priority 
deliverables are selected to address important challenges facing ASEAN; namely, infrastructure 
development, urbanization, and promotion of MSMEs, which account for between 95 to 99% of 
businesses in ASEAN. Effective delivery requires coordinated planning and decision-making, 
participatory approach, cooperative endeavor, mutually beneficial partnership and shared 
responsibility on the part of relevant stakeholders. 

 
Chair: Mr. Sudam Pawar, Mekong Institute, Thailand 
Panelists: 

1. HE Dr. CHHEM Kieth Rethy, Minister Attached to the Prime Minister, 
Council of Ministers Office, Cambodia 

2. Mr. Thitsar Thitsar, IFC/ World Bank Group 
3. Mr. Simon Lacey, Vice President, Global Government Affairs, Huawei 

Technologies Co., Ltd., China 
4. Mr. Albert Frances Park, Director, HKUST-IEMS, Hong Kong, China 
5. Mr. Kuik Cheng Chwee, Professor, Institute of Malaysian and 

International Studies, UKM 

 

1130-
1145 

Coffee break (in front of CR3) 
(please also make your way to meeting rooms)  

1145-
1300 

Concurrent Forum Session 2  

Meeting Room A Meeting Room H 

Community Based Economic 
Development 
 

ASEAN Embracing a Digital Future  
 

https://asean.org/storage/2017/10/ASEAN-UNFPA_report_web-final-05sep.pdf


 

 

Community-based development (CBD) is an 
approach to implement local development 
projects that advocate for community 
participation in decision-making and 
management. It enables communities to 
design and build partnerships among them to 
strengthen local economies that fit the 
character and scale of the local community. 
CBD cultivates local economies by utilizing 
tools in consolidated marketing, business 
incubation, microloans, enhancement districts, 
public-private partnerships to attract domestic 
business investment. This community project 
can also increase the attraction of visitors in 
tourism, grow agriculture business and 
broader educational opportunities. The 
community based economic development will 
create jobs opportunity for the youth, women 
and society in the rural community. 

 
Chair:  Ms. Nornigainy Mohd Tawil, 
UKM 
 
Panelists: 

1. Mr. Bounlird Singsombuth, 
MOIC, Lao PDR 

2. Mr. Poonchai 
Chitanuntaritaya, Vice 
Chairman SE Thailand  

3. Mr. Ahmad Zaidi Abd Wahab, 
President of Copper 
Association, Trengganu 

Recent World Bank (2019) report proclaimed 
that ASEAN economies have potential to speed 
the growth of the digital economy but warned 
about region’s technology disparity, if left 
untacked, becoming a serious obstacle to such 
growth. This Report but also other literature 
identified several priority areas of actions to 
overcome these obstacles, including affordable 
high-speed internet, improved digital skills, 
enhance spread of digital payments, making 
logistics fit for digital economy, closing the wide 
gaps on all sorts of data-related regulations,  
walking the talk by digitizing operations of 
governments and their provision of public 
services. This session will examine those and 
other obstacles and compare actions proposed 
in AMS, (so-far, missing) the whole of ASEAN 
approach, and the role of different actors on this 

journey into a digital future.   
 
Chair: Ms. Mia Mikic, ESCAP 
 
Panelists: 

1. Ms. Devi Ariyani, Executive 
Director, Indonesia Services 
Dialogue Council, Indonesia 

2. Ms. Gloria Pasadilla, Leadership 
Design Studio Pte., Ltd. 
Singapore  

3. Ms. Tham Siew Yean, ASEAN 
Study centre, ISEAS and UKM, 
Singapore 

4. Ms. Lei Motilla, Co-Founder 
AI4GOV, Philippines 

1300 - 
1400 

Lunch (Public Foyer) 
 

1400 – 
1515 
CR 3 

Plenary 5 – Empowering Rural Economy under the AEC and ASCC Pillars 

The ASEAN rural development and poverty eradication plan aim to improve vulnerable groups’ 
and poor households’ access to productive natural resources, financial and support services. Rural 
communities need help in empowering their economies from Government, private and NGOs. To 
enable the rural economy, poor and vulnerable groups must be allowed to participate in socio-
economic opportunities, including through financial innovation and strengthening social 
enterprise. There are needs in promoting social entrepreneurship through documentation of 
workable business models. While the digital economy provides a broad spectrum of opportunities 
to AEC and most parts of the world, rural areas may have a disadvantage if the facilities and 
infrastructure are not well prepared for them. Thus, to empower the rural people and the 
development, the digital and creative economy could be one of the strategies in creating inclusive 
economic opportunities through the digital economy and digital technology as a platform for a 
better livelihood with more opportunities for these communities to empower their economy to 
grow. 



 

 

 

Chair:  Mr. Tamat Sarmidi, Assoc. Professor, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

Panelists: 

1. Hon. Sheikh Umar Bagharib, State Executive Councillor, State of Johore, 
Malaysia  

2. Mr. Takeru Ohe, Professor, Waseda University, Japan 
3. Mr. Nut Cham, Homestay, Cambodia 

 

1515 – 
1545 
CR 3 

Launch of ASEAN related initiatives and publications  

1545-
1615 
CR 3 

Closing address  
Mr. Vo Tri Thanh, Senior Expert, CIEM, Viet Nam 

1615-
1630 
CR3 

Closing remarks 
Professor Dr Sufian Jusoh, Director, Institute of Malaysian and International 

Studies 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia  

*Program likely to be adjusted after all expression of interest to present papers are 

reviewed.  


