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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The 1st Capacity Building Workshop for the subregion of South and Southwest Asia in the ESCAP-ITF 

Joint Capacity Building Programme on Sustainable Transport Connectivity and COVID-19 Pandemic: 

Pathways for Greater Resilience and Sustainability (hereafter, “the Workshop”) was collaboratively 

organized by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and 

the International Transport Forum (ITF) at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD). 

2. The Workshop was organized to support countries in incorporating the best practices and lessons learned 

from the COVID-19 pandemic response into their medium- and long-term transport policies, as well as to 

implement appropriate transport policies that will achieve greater resilience, inclusiveness, connectivity 

and environmental sustainability of their transport systems. The workshop also aimed at familiarizing the 

participants with the ITF’s modeling framework and the ways in which the ITF’s data collection exercises 

feed into the models.  The ultimate objective of the project is to facilitate developing and implementing a 

sustainable transport pathway in the subregions, namely, 1) South and Southwest Asia, 2) North and Central 

Asia and 3) Southeast Asia. 

3. The Workshop was attended by the representatives of countries in the South and Southwest Asia 

subregion, including Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Sri Lanka, and Turkey.   

4. The first session focused on the "Impact of COVID-19 on Transport Connectivity” for the subregion of 

South and Southwest Asia. In particular, the lessons learned in prior experience and identified as potentially 

helpful in building back better were highlighted. Digitalization was raised as an overarching theme. ESCAP 

shared the relevant initiatives implemented during the pandemic, including the pilot projects in Sri Lanka 

and Bangladesh. In addition, the learning in reform priority and the pathway to boost sustainability were 

highlighted. 

5. During the second session, the ITF presented an overview of the ITF Transport Outlook 2021, which 

provides the development of transport demand and emissions up to 2050, based on three policy scenarios 

(Recovery, Reshape, and Reshape+). The 2021 edition includes a special focus on the impacts of the 



 

 

COVID-19 pandemic on transport systems and the potential short- and long-term impacts in terms of 

challenges and opportunities. ITF elaborated upon the use of the models to develop scenarios for projections 

of demand and related emissions for the subregion to help identify the different pathways for meeting 

different sustainability targets.  

6. During the third session, entitled “COVID-19 Recovery and Resilience Building,” participants were 

presented with the short- and long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on transport systems with 

respect to freight and passenger transport. In addition, the role of recovery measures in improving transport 

resilience, sustainability, and social equity was discussed. The ITF’s Statistics Brief on Unprecedented 

Impact of Covid-19 on Freight Volumes in Second Quarter was also presented. Finally, the ITF concluded 

the presentation by highlighting the importance of infrastructure adaptability, in the face of increasing 

uncertainties due to climate change and other disruptions, and proposed key recommendations for different 

transport subsectors. 

7. During the fourth session, on “Freight and Passenger Transport Modelling Framework,” the ITF 

presented an overview of its global modelling framework, a data-driven modelling tool for evidence-based 

policy analyses. The presentations explained the models' principles and structure that estimate the freight 

and passenger flows of the transport networks for the urban and inter-urban cases. For the subsequent 

estimation of emission, the IEA Mobility Model (MoMo) is utilized. A discussion took place among 

participants regarding the level of details for data collection and the resolution for analysis and decision 

support. Another issue discussed was the coordination and cooperation among government agencies to 

address the impact on transport from other factors, such as trade agreements and land-use plans.  

8. During the fifth session, entitled “Linkages between Data Collection and Model Development," ITF 

presented the overview of the data used for the ITF’s modelling framework, including the introduction to 

the Glossary for Transport Statistics to emphasize the importance of data standardization and 

harmonization. In addition, the ITF explained how different types of required data are collected and 

incorporated into the transport demand and emission models, and the best time to start collecting data is 

now. The presentation was concluded with the plan for future data collection (for example, sidewalks, bike 

lanes, parking spaces, etc.) to address the evolving needs of urban transport. Finally, participants discussed 

non-traditional transport data collection methods, the infrastructure investment gaps in the subregion and 

policy scenarios are not projections but just a way to illustrate the impact of different policies in future 

demand and emissions.  

9. During the sixth session, focusing on the "Application of Model Outputs,” ITF demonstrated the process 

of applying the outputs in the form of transport demand and emissions to different policy scenarios and 

determining policy priorities accordingly. Examples were shared from the ITF’s Decarbonising Transport 

in India stream of work.  The importance of a tool capable of assessing transport systems by taking a life-

cycle assessment approach was emphasized so the energy needs and environmental effects occurring across 

different stages of the life-cycle of transport systems or services can be evaluated in advance. Another 

example shared was from the Argentina component of the Decarbonising Transport in Emerging 

Economies project. The scenarios were built into the models with direct stakeholder engagement to ensure 

their relevance to and alignment with stakeholders’ interests. The seven scenarios evaluated were 

intermodal and infrastructure improvements, fleet renewal with a transition to gas, urban fleet electrification, 

E-commerce, global trends, and the combined scenario, in addition to the baseline base.  

10. During the seventh session, focusing on “Sub-Regional Policy Priorities and Challenges,” ESCAP 

pointed out that South and Southwest Asia is the least integrated subregion and emphasized the crucial role 

of cross-border and multi-modal connectivity. In addition, the importance of bilateral and multilateral 



 

 

cooperation was highlighted when addressing the policy priorities and the associated challenges specific to 

the subregion. ITF presented some preliminary results on transport demand and related emissions in the 

South and Southwest Asia subregion. Some policy priorities and challenges for the transport sector in the 

subregion were also presented along with a quick overview of the ITF’s policies questionnaire and its 

importance for obtaining accurate results from the models. For providing an example of regional transport 

connectivity work, ITF shared a case-specific policy analysis, Enhancing Connectivity and Freight in 

Central Asia. Participants were invited to share their policy priorities and related challenges in the subregion. 

Discussion questions include (1) the priority policy areas to meet sustainable transport goals, (2) examples 

of sustainable transport policies in COVID-19 recovery plans, (3) the main challenges for decarbonizing 

the transport sector, (4) the tools available to help evaluate sustainable transport policies, and (5) the method 

to foster greater international cooperation. In addition, two poll questions were circulated for further 

analysis (https://bit.ly/Q_SSWA). Accessibility and connectivity seemed to be a priority for this subregion.    

12. The organizers of the Workshop thanked the representatives of the participating countries for their 

valuable contribution to the deliberations of the Workshop. The follow-up steps of the joint capacity-

building programme include the data collection with the target completion time in one month (three 

statistics and one policy questionnaire are due on 12 November 2021), the incorporation of the verified 

data into the ITF modeling framework, the expected completion of the draft report for consultation in 

December 2021 or January 2022, and the launch of the formal publication in March 2022. 
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