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UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION FEDERAL STATE STATISTICS SERVICE 

Inaugural forum for the project  

Nurturing young official statisticians in Central Asia as catalysts for the future of official statistics 

21-22 October 2021 

Virtual, via Zoom 

Concept note 

1. Background and rationale 

Evidence-based decision-making for and assessing progress towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) requires the availability of high-quality data and statistics, including SDG indicators that 

are disaggregated along all relevant dimensions. The Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway shows, however, 

shows considerable data gaps in the countries of North and Central Asia, and especially for indicators 

under Goals 5, 10, 11, 14, 16 and 17.1 

The Collective Vision and Framework for Action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community for 

advancing official statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,2  adopted by the 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) Committee on 

Statistics at its fifth session in December 2016, aspires that “... by 2030, national statistical systems 

are enabled and empowered to lead development of and to deliver innovative, trusted and timely 

products and services for urgently needed and evolving statistical requirements of Agenda 2030”. To 

achieve this ambition, the vision and framework for action highlights the need for entities 

comprising national statistical systems to transform into learning organizations that foster 

innovation and continuously modernize and transform.  

In this context, statistical organizations need to be able to attract and retain talent and diversify the 

traditional skills base to include expertise on management, communication, coordination and the 

use of innovative new data sources and approaches. This latter need is also recognized in the 

Declaration on Navigating Policy with Data to Leave No One Behind,3 adopted by ESCAP as a 

resolution in 2019, in which member States commit, among others, to strengthening of legislative 

provisions and institutional mechanisms to enable national statistical systems to take advantage of 

new data, data sharing and innovative technologies.  

The need to address skill gaps of national statistical systems was also taken up by the Committee on 

Statistics at its seventh session in August 2020, when it decided “… that the strengthening of 

national statistical offices, including the development of training and train-the-trainer programmes 

to address skill gaps in line with the 2030 Agenda, should be among the priorities of the 

Committee.”4 

In order to support the national statistical systems of Central Asia in attracting and retaining talent 

and diversifying skills bases, ESCAP, in collaboration with the Russian Federation Federal State 

Statistics Service (Rosstat), is embarking upon the implementation of the project Nurturing young 

official statisticians in Central Asia as catalysts for the future of official statistics, funded by the 

 
1 https://data.unescap.org/data-analysis/sdg-progress#. 
2 https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/E.ESCAP_.CST%285%29.1.Rev_.1.Collective_Vision.English.pdf.  
3 https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/ESCAP_CST_2018_7_Declaration.pdf.  
4 https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/ESCAP.CST_.2020.6_Report_of_CST7_English.pdf.  

https://data.unescap.org/data-analysis/sdg-progress
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/E.ESCAP_.CST%285%29.1.Rev_.1.Collective_Vision.English.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/ESCAP_CST_2018_7_Declaration.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/ESCAP.CST_.2020.6_Report_of_CST7_English.pdf
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Russian Federation. The overall aim of the project is to strengthen the capability of young 

statisticians in Central Asia to build national statistical capacity by creating a network for country-to-

country exchange of expertise, with a focus on new data sources and methods.  

The project will be implemented in two phases. In the first phase, the project will develop training 

materials in Russian on communication, negotiation and advocacy for official statistics, and translate 

pre-existing manuals, tools and guides on innovative new approaches to official statistics into 

Russian. The manuals, tools and guides to be translated will be decided upon based on priorities 

identified at the forum. In the second phase, selected young official statisticians will use the 

developed and translated materials to (1) conduct a university relay where they will visit statistics 

and related departments at Central Asian universities to highlight the need for official statistics and 

the key role a career in official statistics can play in national development, and (2) deliver technical 

assistance in topics needed by national statistical offices. 

2. Objectives 

The objectives of the forum are: 

• To familiarize the participating young official statisticians with the aims of the project 

• To decide on the objectives and functioning of the network 

• To identify priorities for the development of training materials in Russian on communication, 

negotiation and advocacy for official statistics, as well as for the translation into Russian of 

statistical manuals, tools and guides on innovative new approaches to official statistics, 

including the use of big data for official statistics 

3. Participants 

The forum is designed for young star-performing staff members of entities comprising the national 

statistical systems of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Participants are expected to be working on, or have interest to work 

on, new data sources and methods for official statistics. 

Following the forum, the participants are expected to contribute actively to the to be established 

network. The expected time commitment for participating in the network is two hours per week on 

average during 2021-2022. The participants are expected to be available to conduct the university 

relay and to deliver technical assistance needed by national statistical offices. 

4. Design and contents 

The forum will be online and feature presentations and discussion. The forum will comprise two 

sessions of three hours each on two consecutive days. Simultaneous interpretation from English to 

Russian and vice versa will be provided during both days of the forum. 

Session 1 

Session 1 will be an introductory session covering the following topics: 

• Objectives, outcomes, outputs and activities of the project 

• Introduction to available manuals, tools and guides on new data sources and methods for 

official statistics (see annex for selected material) 

• Discussion on the network: opportunities, functioning, infrastructure, engagement, etc. 

What do participants want out of the network and what can they contribute? 

• Discussion on purpose of and preparations for session 2 



  Draft, 13 Sep 2021 

3 
 

Session 2 

• Country presentations on: 

o HR management in the offices of participants, career paths, openness to innovation, 

development opportunities, etc. 

o The experience with and need for new data sources and methods, including big data 

and geospatial information, for official statistics 

• Discussion on the development of training materials on communication, negotiation and 

advocacy for official statistics and the translation of manuals, tools and guides on innovative 

new approaches to official statistics 

• Outcomes from the two sessions and agreement on next steps 

 

5. Nomination of participants 

Nominated participants should register no later than 7 October 2021 at this link. 

6. Contact 

Mikhail Gundarev, Project Coordinator, mikhail.gundarev@un.org  

7. Time in participating countries 

Armenia 11:00 – 14:00 hours 

Azerbaijan 11:00 – 14:00 hours 

Kazakhstan (Nur-Sultan) 13:00 – 16:00 hours 

Kyrgyzstan 13:00 – 16:00 hours 

Russian Federation (Moscow) 10:00 – 13:00 hours 

Tajikistan 12:00 – 15:00 hours 

Turkmenistan 12:00 – 15:00 hours 

Uzbekistan 12:00 – 15:00 hours 

 

 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccCd9B9NVaw9Fr5o2qUs_E21UOVkyUkoxMlNRUURDRUdMRUQ0QVg0SjYzNS4u
mailto:mikhail.gundarev@un.org
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Annex: Selected manuals, tools and guides on new data sources and methods for official statistics 

United Nations Global Working Group on Big Data for Official Statistics: 

• AIS Handbook

• Earth Observations for Official Statistics

• Handbook on the Use of Mobile Phone Data for Official Statistics

• UN Privacy Preserving Techniques Handbook

• Big Data Maturity Matrix

• Competency Framework for big data acquisition and processing

• Global assessment of institutional readiness for the use of big data in official statistics

United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM): 

• Integrated Geospatial Information Framework, Part 1: Overarching Strategic Framework

• Integrated Geospatial Information Framework, Part 2: Implementation Guide

• Future trends in geospatial information management: the five to ten year vision, third

edition

• COVID-19: Ready to Respond: The Role of the Geospatial Community in Responding to

COVID-19

• The Global Statistical Geospatial Framework

• Framework for Effective Land Administration

• Guidance and Recommended Actions aligned with IGIF Strategic Pathway 2

• Compendium on Licensing of Geospatial Information

• Strategic Framework on Geospatial Information & Services for Disasters

• The Global Fundamental Geospatial Data Themes

ESCAP: 

• Producing land cover change maps and statistics: Step by step guide on the use of QGIS and 
RStudio

• Asia-Pacific Guidelines to Data Integration

• Big data for population and social statistics: Stats Brief, April 2021, Issue no. 29

• Big data for economic statistics: Stats Brief, March 2021, Issue no. 28

• Geospatial information for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Stats Brief, 
December 2020, Issue no. 27

--- 

https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/AIS/AIS+Handbook+Outline
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/task-teams/earth-observation/UNGWG_Satellite_Task_Team_Report_WhiteCover.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/task-teams/mobile-phone/MPD%20Handbook%2020191004.pdf
https://marketplace.officialstatistics.org/privacy-preserving-techniques-handbook
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/task-teams/training/Big%20Data%20Maturity%20Matrix%20v1.0.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/task-teams/training/UNGWG_Competency_Framework.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/task-teams/training/UN_BigData_report_v5.0.html
https://ggim.un.org/IGIF/part1.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/IGIF/part2.cshtml
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/10th-Session/documents/Future_Trends_Report_THIRD_EDITION_digital_accessible.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/10th-Session/documents/Future_Trends_Report_THIRD_EDITION_digital_accessible.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/10th-Session/documents/Covid-19_Ready-to-Respond.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/10th-Session/documents/Covid-19_Ready-to-Respond.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/9th-Session/documents/The_GSGF.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/10th-Session/documents/E-C.20-2020-29-Add_2-Framework-for-Effective-Land-Administration.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/9th-Session/documents/E-C.20-2020-13-Add_1_Legal_and_Policy_Frameworks_Implementation_Guidance.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/documents/E-C20-2018-9-Add_2-Compendium-on-Licensing-of-Geospatial-Information.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/documents/UN-GGIM_Strategic_Framework_Disasters_final.pdf
https://ggim.un.org/documents/Fundamental%20Data%20Publication.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/producing-land-cover-change-maps-and-statistics-guide-advanced-use-qgis-and-rstudio
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/producing-land-cover-change-maps-and-statistics-guide-advanced-use-qgis-and-rstudio
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/Data_Integration_Guidelines_ESCAP.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/resource-series/stats-brief
https://www.unescap.org/resource-series/stats-brief
https://www.unescap.org/resource-series/stats-brief
https://www.unescap.org/resource-series/stats-brief
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/Stats_Brief_Issue27_Dec2020_Geospatial_data_for_SDGs.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/Stats_Brief_Issue28_Big_data_for_economic_statistics_Mar2021.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/Stats_Brief_Issue29_Big_data_for_population_and_social_statistics_Apr2021.pdf



