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Background 

Statistical business registers (SBRs) have been a core feature in many countries' 

national statistical systems, and are in the roadmap for plenty of others. Statistical 

business registers come in many shapes and sizes, but ultimately serve as a repository 

of data on enterprises from various data sources for use in statistical purposes. Aside 

from deriving insights from the SBR itself, SBRs provide value in planning and 

coordinating business surveys, and ultimately help guide and measure progress in 

towards achieving Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

The global threat of COVID-19 pandemic puts a renewed emphasis on the need for 

high-quality, reliable, and timely statistical data on the units that make the economy. 

The information obtained from SBRs can shed light on how the different types of units 

and their structures have been affected by the pandemic the policies put in place to 

respond to it. The information can also provide guidance for policymaking on how to 

best recover from it. 

 

Developing SBRs that can respond to disruptive shifts in the economy requires long-

term strategic planning and continued commitments from the National Statistics Office 

(NSO) and their data providers. Enhancing the relevance of SBRs hinges on improving 

its timeliness and coverage, and increasing capacity to be integrated with administrative 

systems and other statistical infrastructure, and often warranting integration with new 

and novel types of data sources. This presents challenges for many developing 

economies that have yet to make substantial investments in building and operating their 

own SBRs. 

 



The need for high-quality SBRs are reflected in their inclusion into many statistical 

capacity building programs of international development agencies, but these initiatives 

have to contend with various challenges both common across the regions and unique to 

each economy.  

 

This online meeting organized by the ADB and UN ESCAP provides a venue for select 

experts in to present their work, technical expertise, and insights from experience in 

mature SBRs and building capacity in NSOs for establishing and enhancing their own 

SBRs. 

 

Objectives of the meeting 

• To discuss how the participating agencies' current capacity building activities are 

designed and results from past activities 

• To discuss challenges and issues being faced in the implementation of SBRs in 

developing national statistical systems 

• To discuss key challenges facing the international community and potential areas 

and modes of collaboration 

 

Expected attendees 

• Experts and officials from international development agencies and national 

statistical offices 

 



 


