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CONCEPT NOTE  
UNESCAP REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON ESTIMATING 

COMPLETENESS OF CIVIL REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 
 
 

Background 
 
As part of the proclamation of the Asia and Pacific Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
(CRVS) Decade (2015-2024), governments in the region requested that further regional 
action be taken to support the improvement of CRVS systems. The regional action 
framework responds to that request as a catalyst for Governments and development 
partners to focus and accelerate their efforts to realize a shared vision and the three CRVS 
goals outlined in the framework during the Decade. The mid-term review of progress made 
by countries in the Asia-Pacific region since the beginning of the Decade was able to 
demonstrate significant achievements in many countries in the region, yet with identified 
shortcomings in countries’ ability to evaluate the completeness of their civil registration 
systems, as well as capability and capacity gaps in this sphere. 
 
To address this gap, ESCAP has produced guidelines on measuring the completeness of 
CRVS data. The guidelines, with an associated toolkit in the form of a suite of Excel 
worksheets, are designed to provide in-country practitioners with the essential skills to 
evaluate and estimate the completeness of their civil registration systems, with a focus on 
births and deaths. 

 
Training workshop design and content 
 
The workshop offers 6.5 hours of instruction and 6 hours of practical, hands-on, training to 
nominated staff from national statistical systems in the region. The workshop will run for 
2.5-3 hours a day over five days from 28 March to 1 April 2022. The workshop will 
commence with an hour-long ‘Stats Café’ – an online webinar with a number of in-country 
practitioners talking about their progress in improving the quality of their CRVS data. This 
will be an open event.  
 
The programme proposed is as follows: 
 
Date Time (Bangkok) Description 

Monday 28 March 12h00 – 13h00 Stats Café – Reflections on progress towards ‘Getting Everyone In 
The Picture’ (Link to Stats Café will be shared later.) 

 13h30 – 15h00 Instruction 

• Introduction to the workshop 

• Background to the Guidelines 

• Getting the basics right 

Tuesday 29 March 12h00 – 14h30 Instruction 

• Delayed registration and CRVS data 

• Birth registration completeness 

Wednesday 30 March 12h00 – 15h00  Practical session / Opportunity for consultation with the 
facilitator 

Thursday 31 March 12h00 – 14h30 Instruction 

• Death registration completeness 

Friday 1 April 12h00 – 13h30 
 
13h30 – 15h00 

Practical session / Opportunity for consultation with the 
facilitator 
Close-out, wrap-up, and next steps 

https://getinthepicture.org/midterm-report
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Practical session / Opportunity for consultation with the 
facilitator  

 

 

Mode of instruction and expected outcomes 
 
The workshop will be conducted online, using MS Teams. Instruction will be delivered 
synchronously. Practical sessions will consist of a series of exercises using MS Excel, which 
participants will be expected to complete on their own. The facilitator will be present online 
during the scheduled practical session times, to offer guidance to participants, either on the 
practical exercises themselves, or for general one-on-one consultation on matters of 
particular interest to individual participants.  
 
All instruction and practical sessions will be provided and facilitated by Professor Tom 
Moultrie with support from ESCAP staff.  
 
Participants will be provided with all necessary material but are expected to be reasonably 
proficient in the use of MS Excel. The instructor and ESCAP staff will be able to provide 
some guidance and assistance to those less proficient. No prior training in demography or 
experience in the analysis of CRVS is required, but these would be an advantage. 
 
At the end of the workshop, participants will have a greater understanding of the issues 
underpinning the assessment and evaluation of the completeness of vital registration data 
on births and deaths. Techniques for adjusting reported events for those which may still be 
reported in the future will be presented, along with a number of approaches to estimating 
the completeness of vital events using both alternative sources of data such as census or 
administrative data, as well as some of the demographic techniques and methods that may 
be of assistance in doing so. 

 

About the instructor 
 
Tom Moultrie is professor of demography at the University of Cape Town, South Africa. A 
technical demographer by training, he led the international team that in 2013 produced the 
online resource Tools for Demographic Estimation for the International Union for the Scientific 
Study of Population (IUSSP) with funding from UNFPA. In recent years, he has worked 
extensively with research agencies in South Africa to produce near-real time estimates of 
excess mortality from COVID-19 in the country using data from the country’s National 
Population Register. 
 
A South African national, he holds an undergraduate degree in actuarial science from the 
University of Cape Town, a Master’s degree in Development Studies from the London 
School of Economics, and a PhD in demography from the London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine. 
 

 


