
Regional Workshop on National SDG Reporting Mechanisms:  
An End-to-End Process Framework 

 

BACKGROUND 
Four years into the SDG era, many countries in the Asia-Pacific region have initiated plans and 

are carrying out various activities in support of monitoring SDG implementation at the 

national level.  The very diverse national contexts in Asia-Pacific mean SDG monitoring 

practices, as reflected in the Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs), vary greatly from country to 

country.  

In face of such diversity of practices, the UN DESA Statistics Division facilitated the 

development of the “Principles of SDG Indicator Reporting and Dissemination Platforms and 

guidelines for their application”1 to foster interoperability of solutions, the exchange of data, 

and to create universally understood language and principles in establishing National 

Reporting and Dissemination Platforms. 

In Asia-Pacific, ESCAP is responding to the needs of member States for a framework that 

guides national-level SDG implementation. ESCAP has developed an end-to-end process 

framework for SDG implementation (Annex1) and associated resource kit to analyse 

countries’ situation and inform the SDG implementation process. Such a process framework 

is also seen as a powerful tool to facilitate the exchange of experiences and good practices 

among countries in the region through identification of commonalities and differences across 

countries in their respective national planning, monitoring and evaluation process.  

The draft framework covers five phases: 

• Getting started phase aiming at obtaining high level commitment; developing an initial 

implementation roadmap; identifying key national stakeholders and 

coordination/consultation mechanisms among those; and developing a 

communication and strategy 

• Agenda setting phase aiming at prioritizing SDG Goals and targets; selecting indicators 

and target values; mainstreaming SDG goals, targets and indicators into national 

development plans and national statistical indicator frameworks, developing 

reporting mechanisms (including in support of VNR preparation) 

• Analysis and intervention phase aiming at assessing interlinkages and causal 

relationships between Goals and Targets; identifying bottlenecks and selecting 

interventions to address those 

• Implementation phase aiming at formulating national implementation plans; and 

developing financing and investment plans 

• Follow-up and review phase aiming at establishing monitoring and evaluation 

mechanisms as well as oversight and accountability mechanisms 

                                                           
1  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/50th-session/documents/BG-Item3a-Principles-guidelines-SDG-
Monitoring-Reporting-Platforms-E.pdf  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/50th-session/documents/BG-Item3a-Principles-guidelines-SDG-Monitoring-Reporting-Platforms-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/50th-session/documents/BG-Item3a-Principles-guidelines-SDG-Monitoring-Reporting-Platforms-E.pdf


The framework also identifies steps in the implementation process where the National 

Statistical Office (NSO) is expected to play a pivotal role within the National Statistical System 

(NSS). This highlights the coordination aspect of the NSO’s work in the national 

implementation of the SDGs, intended to strengthen it in facilitating partnerships with other 

stakeholders such as line ministries and planning authorities.  

OBJECTIVES/FOCUS 
ESCAP is organizing this workshop as part of the Development Account project (10th Tranche). 

The workshop will bring together senior statisticians from NSOs and officials of other national 

stakeholders involved in SDG implementation with the aim of strengthening their capacity in 

establishing national mechanisms for SDG monitoring and reporting. This will be discussed in 

the context of integrating SDGs into  national planning and policy-making processes. It will 

also be an opportunity for sharing experiences and learning about existing tools and solutions 

available to countries to put in place SDG monitoring mechanisms.  

At the end of the workshop, participants should have a clear understanding of SDG monitoring 

and reporting opportunities to strengthen their national statistical system, as well as being 

acquainted with available tools and resources to close existing gaps. 

OUTLINE OF CONTENT 
- Using end-to-end process framework to review country practices on SDG 

implementation, monitoring and reporting, focusing on the role of NSS in the process 

- Review existing tools and initiatives that aim to support national SDG monitoring and 

reporting 

- Process of development of indicator frameworks for national development plans 

- SDG national reporting platform/open data portals  

o To what extents guidelines and principles are followed?  

o What tools and solutions are used?  

o What are the challenges and needs? 

- Data and metadata exchange (interoperability)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex 1- End-to-End Process Framework of stages, steps and activities for implementation of the 2030 Agenda – with NSO Filter 

(RED outline = NSO to lead; Orange outline = NSO to engage) 
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