
    

 

Strengthening the environment-health nexus and One 
Health in Asia and the Pacific 

ESCAP-FAO-UNEP-WHO Side event at the Seventh Committee for 

Environment and Development 
 

Wednesday, 30 November 2022, 12:30-13:45pm 
UNCC Meeting Room H, Bangkok, Thailand and online via Zoom 

Background 

Climate change, biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation are amongst the biggest health 
threats facing Asia and the Pacific. Human health is negatively affected by extreme weather 
events, environmental pollution, poor air quality, unsafe and insecure food and water as well as 
various diseases linked to environmental change.  The costs of natural and biological hazards 
resulting from the impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss, and current food system design 
in the Asia-Pacific are estimated to reach over USD 7 trillion per year in the next decades. To 
address these challenges, a better understanding of the environment-health nexus, and how to 
operationalize it through the One Health approach, provides important opportunities.  

In October 2022, the “Quadripartite” including FAO, UNEP, WHO, WOAH published a One Health 
Joint Plan of Action (2022-2026) and identified a number of interventions and technical areas 
that the environment sector can lead towards achieving a better integration of environment into 
One Health. These include preserving and restoring habitat, biodiversity and ecosystems; 
implementing climate change adaptation and mitigation measures; improving waste, effluent and 
pollution management; preventing agriculture and urban encroachment through land use 
planning; and implementing sustainable, climate-smart and ecofriendly agricultural development 
among others.  

There is an urgent need for the environment sector to understand their important role in One 
Health, and to engage with actors from the health and agriculture sectors to develop joint 
agendas and mobilize a whole-of-society approach to address threats to health and ecosystems 
at the human-animal-environment interfaces. This side event will review and discuss the multiple 
opportunities for countries in the Asia and the Pacific region to manage environment-health risks 
and deliver co-benefits for advancing multiple SDGs using a One Health lens. A policy guide, 
entitled “Operationalizing the Environment-Health Nexus in Asia and the Pacific: a policy guide for 
enhancing health, climate change, biodiversity, and food system action at national and regional 
level” will also be presented and launched during the event.  

 

 



    

 

Objectives 

• Advance understanding on the One Health, the important role of the environment sector, 

and the environment-health nexus  

• Clarify interlinkages among climate, biodiversity, food systems and health outcomes  
• Discuss opportunities and best practices towards operationalizing One Health at country-

level and in the region 
 
Working programme 
 

75 min Wednesday, 30 November 2022, 12:30-13:45pm 

5min Opening  

25 min Presentations  

- One Health – moving from the old to the new paradigm and the role of the 

environment sector (FAO) 

- Presentation on the Quadripartite One Health Joint Plan of Action and the roll 

out in the Asia-Pacific region (WHO) 

- Launch the Policy Guide “Strengthening the environment-health nexus through 

climate, biodiversity, food system action in Asia and the Pacific” (ESCAP) 

40 min Roundtable 

- Country speakers sharing opportunities and best practices to address the 
environment-health links related to climate change, biodiversity loss and food 
systems 

5 min Closing   
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