
 
 

 
 

Third Meeting of the Asia-Pacific MSME Policymakers Network 

Launching the Policy Guidebook for MSME Development 

in Asia and the Pacific 

Concept note 

18 May 2022, 14:00 – 16:00 (UTC +7) 

Background 

In 2012, ESCAP launched its first edition of the Policy Guidebook for SME Development in Asia 

and the Pacific. At the time, the Guidebook represented the first time ESCAP had published a 

document that tied together the broadest possible range of issues related to SME development and 

presented a holistic framework for conceiving of SME policy in the region. The Guidebook 

received a warm reception from policymakers and proved a valuable reference for the decade 

following its publication. 

However, the economic and social environment in which small and medium enterprises are 

embedded does not remain the same over time. Furthermore, as the economic and social fabric 

changes, so too do the particular areas of most significant interest to both domestic and 

international policymaking communities. One salient change since the release of the first edition 

of the Guidebook, for example, is an increasing focus on microenterprises. As such, we often refer 

to “MSMEs” (micro, small and medium enterprises) instead of just SMEs. With the advent of the 

Sustainable Development Goals, more and more countries are focusing on holistic development 

strategies that strive not only for growth but also socially responsible and environmentally 

sustainable growth across all sectors, including MSMEs. 

Since early 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has also created severe global challenges. Although 

all businesses, large and small, have been affected by the pandemic, industries such as tourism, 

hospitality, and retail have been particularly affected. As these industries are typically substantially 

composed of MSMEs, the creation of policies designed for the recovery of economies post 

COVID-19 must be particularly attentive to the needs of these smaller firms. 

To reflect all the above concerns, ESCAP’s development and launch of the 2nd edition of the Policy 

Guidebook for (M)SME Development in Asia and the Pacific is timely. To accompany this new 

Guidebook, ESCAP has also developed an Online Resource Centre to bring forward the policy 

content and extended material to the Internet, where it can be regularly updated and expanded. 

https://www.unescap.org/resources/policy-guidebook-sme-development-asia-and-pacific
https://www.unescap.org/resources/policy-guidebook-sme-development-asia-and-pacific


 
 

The new guidebook 

The 2nd edition of the Guidebook updates and expands on the 2012 version, with substantially 

additional coverage of topics such as sustainability, gender, the Sustainable Development Goals, 

and responding to disasters. The new Guidebook comprises four parts: 

1. Setting the scene: mapping the current policy, institutional, and legal framework for 

MSMEs in Asia and the Pacific 

2. General economic policies influencing MSMEs 

3. Specific MSME targeted policies: Competitiveness 

4. Specific MSME targeted policies: Sustainability 

While there is expanded and updated discussion on many topics, information from the previous 

edition regarding building MSME competitiveness and understanding the place of MSMEs within 

the broader economic setting has been retained. The new Guidebook draws extensively from recent 

works from United Nations entities, other international development partners, and information 

published by countries in the region regarding their MSME sectors. 

The Guidebook aims to provide policymakers with a resource that enables them to place the 

development of MSMEs within the broader context of economic development. It catalogs a range 

of policy examples and MSME innovations that show how MSMEs can contribute to sustainable 

development while also being successful enterprises. 

Objective of the meeting 

This meeting of the Asia-Pacific MSME Policymakers Network is being held primarily to present 

and launch the new Guidebook and its accompanying Online Resource Centre for MSME 

Development. These will be the primary focus for presentations and discussion in the first half of 

the meeting. The Network will understand the rationale for the new publications (both the 

Guidebook and its related Online Resource Centre), the contents, and how it can enhance their 

formulation of MSME policies in their countries. 

The meeting will also enable a general discussion of some current developments in the MSME 

policy space, with additional presentations related to MSMEs and ESG, and how MSMEs can fit 

into a new trade finance ecosystem. Time will also be allocated to discuss matters of interest or 

domestic examples of MSME policy raised from the focal points of ESCAP Member States. 

  



 
 

 
 

Asia-Pacific MSME Policymakers Network: 
Third Meeting – Launch of the Policy 

Guidebook for MSME Development in Asia and 
the Pacific 

 

18 May 2022 
14:00-16:00 hours, Bangkok time (UTC+7) 

Programme 

18 May 2022                                                                                 Virtual Meeting (via MS Teams) 

14:00 - 14:10 Opening remarks 

• Rupa Chanda – Director; Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, 

ESCAP, and  

Introduction by Tientip Subhanij – Chief of Investment and Enterprise 

Development; Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, ESCAP 

Part 1: The New Guidebook and Online Resource Centre 

Moderator: Tientip Subhanij, Chief of Investment and Enterprise 

Development; Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, ESCAP 

14:10 – 14:25 Presentation: Policy Guidebook for MSME Development in Asia and the 

Pacific 

• Eddie Hu – Consultant, ESCAP; and Managing Director, Elegant 

Hallmark Sdn Bhd, Malaysia. 

14:25 – 14:35 Presentation: ESCAP Online Resource Centre for Asia-Pacific MSME 

Policy 



 
 

• Benjamin McCarthy – Associate Economic Affairs Officer; 

Investment and Enterprise Development Section; Trade, Investment 

and Innovation Division; ESCAP 

14:35 – 14:50 Open floor discussion: the Policy Guidebook and Online Resource Centre 

• All participants 

Part 2: Trade Finance, ESG, Competition Policy and MSMEs 

Moderator: Benjamin McCarthy, Associate Economic Affairs Officer;    

Investment and Enterprise Development Section; Trade, Investment and 

Innovation Division; ESCAP 

14:50 – 15:05 Presentation: Solving the SME Financial Inclusion Challenge: A 

Roadmap for a new trade finance ecosystem 

• Pamela Mar – Executive Vice President, Knowledge and 

Applications, Fung Group 

15:05 – 15:20 Presentation: A SMExESG Framework: A Collaborative Project by the 

Research Centre for ESG at HSUHK and World Green Organisation 

• Professor Louis Cheng – Dr. S H Ho Professor of Banking and 

Finance; Director of the Research Centre for ESG; The Hang Seng 

University of Hong Kong 

15:20 – 15:35 Presentation: Harnessing the Interaction between Digital Platforms and 

MSMEs: Behavioural recommendations for Digital Platforms 

• Mr. Pierre Horna – Legal Officer, Competition and Consumer 

Polices Branch, UNCTAD 

15:35 – 15:55 Open floor discussion: Supporting entrepreneurs, digital approaches for 

connecting governments and MSMEs, ESG, and country initiatives 

• All participants 

15:55 – 16:00 Closing remarks and final questions 



 
 

• Tientip Subhanij – Chief of Investment and Enterprise Development; 

Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, ESCAP 

 


