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1.     We are submitting to the GCM’s Asia-Pacific Regional Review Forum this joint 
statement summarizing key issues and recommendations to GCM Objectives 2, 5, 6, 12 
and 18, with the aim of ensuring voluntary, regular, safe and orderly migration. We thank 
the ESCAP for making the process inclusive and transparent for all stakeholders who 
contributed to this. 
  
2.     COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the vulnerabilities of migrants and their families. 
Many have lost their jobs and have been repatriated home while others have fallen 
victims to wage theft and trafficking. Undocumented migrants or those in irregular 
situations are criminalized.  

  
3.     States should coordinate their response for a more effective, fair, rights-based and 
intersectional migration governance in the Asia-Pacific. Cooperation, collaboration and 
participation of all stakeholders, especially migrants and civil society, is key. 

 
4.     Decent work, including sea-based work, access to basic services, access to justice, 
upholding and protection of migrants’ rights – these are at the core of the 
recommendations that we put forward to States.  

  
Our recommendations to States include: 

 
1. Prioritize creation of decent jobs, especially in migrant-source countries, and address 

other key drivers of migration including natural disasters, political conflicts and climate 
change through an intersectional perspective and cross-state collaborative approach. 
 

2. Uphold obligations under international law to ensure domestic legislation and procedures 
contain adequate safeguards to uphold rights, safety and dignity of migrants, especially 
during crises. 

 
3. Develop a fair and transparent recruitment mechanism that ensures social protection 

and applies international labour standards, while reviewing and implementing good 
practices. 

 
4. Ensure improvement of basic and adaptive social services and protections that are 

accessible to all migrants regardless of status, including access to justice systems, free 
healthcare and legal clinics, and migrant- and child-friendly information. Improve referral 
mechanisms for migrants in accessing services.  

 



5. Develop bilateral and multilateral agreements and frameworks to facilitate mutual 
recognition of skills and qualifications of migrant workers across borders.  

 
6.  Address dynamic characteristics of mixed migration in existing protective measures, 

particularly linking the implementation reviews of both the GCM and the Global Compact 
on Refugees. 

 
7. Prioritize civil and political rights of migrants, especially their freedom of association, in 

government policies and measures.  

 
8. Develop human rights-based alternatives to arrest, detention and deportation of 

migrants, especially the undocumented, children, and people with disabilities. 

 
 


