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Background 

 

In the run-up to the COP-26 of the UNFCCC in 2021, 39 member States in Asia and the Pacific 

had joined the group of over 130 countries that have announced the commitments to reaching 

carbon neutrality by or around mid-century. As the Asia-Pacific region account for more than 

half of global greenhouse gas emissions, the rapid and sustained reduction in the region is a 

major determinant to achieve the global goal of limiting temperature increase to 1.5°C. However, 

most countries have not shown a meaningful change in turning their emission trends yet due to 

heavy reliance on fossil-fuel based energy and manufacturing industries. Meanwhile, the Asia-

Pacific region is also vulnerable to climate impacts as the region houses 6 out of 10 most affected 

countries in the world by extreme weather events during the last two decades, according to the 

Global Climate Risk Index.   

 

Thus, the Asia and the Pacific region requires speeding up and scaling up the development and 

application of technologies and practices. The speed and scale of required actions cannot be 

effectively met without international and multilateral collaboration. ESCAP member countries 

could utilize their complementary potentials to jointly accelerate progress in achieving the goals. 

The transition to low carbon economy and eventually net-zero emissions entails technological 

innovation for enabling breakthroughs in technology development and deployment, policy 

innovation for catalyzing rapid and cost-effective reductions, and social innovation for 

mobilizing public and business support. Countries could mutually share practices in policy and 

social innovation and create space for public research institutions and the private sector to 

collaborate on developing low carbon technologies and expanding markets for the rapid 

deployment of the technologies.   

 

Considering the announcement of the carbon neutrality goals and the development of detailed 

plans, it is time to exchange the information of the plans and explore potential collaboration areas. 

As a first step, a side event during the 78th Commission Session of ESCAP will be held to bring 

countries together to exchange information and discuss modalities of collaboration at the 

regional level.   

 



  

Objectives 

 To facilitate information sharing on the national plans for carbon neutrality goals  

 To discuss the need and modality of regional cooperation on reaching the goals and targets 

in the Nationally Determined Contributions  

 To identify interests of member States in collaboration and the next step for further 

consultations. 

Provisional Agenda 

Time (GMT+7) Agenda 

12:45 – 12:55 
 

OPENING 
 

• H.E. Hyoeun Jenny Kim, Ambassador and Deputy Minister of 
Climate Change, Republic of Korea  

• Mr. Pham Van Tan, Deputy Director General, Department of 
Climate Change, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Viet Nam 

• Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary-General of 
the UN and Executive Secretary of ESCAP 

12:55 – 13:40 
 

Roundtable Discussion 
 
Topic 1: National Carbon Neutrality Goals and Approaches in the 
Asia-Pacific (20 min) 

• Mr. Hyunjun Kim, Second Secretary, Climate Diplomacy 
Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Korea  

• Dr. Vivi Yulaswati, Advisor to the Minister on Social Affairs 
and Poverty Reduction, Ministry of National Development 
Planning, Indonesia 

• Mr. Pham Van Tan, Deputy Director General, Department of 
Climate Change, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Viet Nam 

• Mr. TSUJI Keitaro, Deputy Director, Office of Director for 

International Cooperation for Transition to Decarbonization and 

Sustainable Infrastructure, Global Environment Bureau, Ministry 

of Environment, Japan (online) 

Topic 2: Policies and Measures fostering Carbon Neutrality in the 
Asia-Pacific (25 min) 

• Mr. Raja Syamsul Anwar, Director, International Department, 
Bank Negara Malaysia (online)  

• Dr. Zulfikar Yurnaidi, Senior Officer on Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency (REE) and 7th ASEAN Energy Outlook (AEO7) 
Project Manager, ASEAN Centre for Energy (online) 

• Mr. Jisu Min, Senior Investment Officer, Global Green Growth 
Institute (online)  

• Mr. Tae Kun Kim, Principal Researcher, Center for Climate 
Technology Cooperation Policy, Green Technology Center  



  

13:40 – 13:45 CLOSING 
 
Mr. Ganbold Baasanjav, Head, ESCAP East and North-East Asia Office 

 


