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Excellency Chair, 

 

Madam Executive Secretary, 

 

Excellencies, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

  

 First and foremost, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude for the arrangements 
made for this Session. I am pleased to join Excellencies and delegations today, as we 
navigate through this time of uncertainty. 

 

 The theme of this Session is very timely, as we are all embarking on efforts towards 

recovery to improve our economies and the livelihoods of our people. Certainly, the past 

year and a half has taught us a valuable lesson which is, only concerted efforts and 

responses will be truly effective in combating any crisis, and that cooperation is 

paramount towards full recovery.  

 

 On this note, Brunei Darussalam would like to share two points.  

 

 First. The Commission’s commitment to support its members, including through the 

ESCAP Framework on Socio-Economic Response to COVID-19, is commendable, and we 

welcome ESCAP’s intention to leverage on its partnerships with non-UN entities in 

assisting countries in this regard.  

 

 Related to this, Brunei Darussalam acknowledges ESCAP’s ongoing engagements with 

ASEAN in supporting its regional integration efforts thus far through the ASEAN-United 

Nations Plan of Action for 2021 to 2025 among others. As ASEAN progresses towards the 

recovery phase, there are opportunities for ESCAP to deepen such collaboration in the 

implementation of the ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework.  

 



 

 We look forward to building on this regional partnership with ESCAP to create a more 

sustainable, inclusive and resilient future, as envisioned in the ASEAN Community 2025 

Vision and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

 In this, Brunei Darussalam is currently working with the ASEAN Member States, on 
introducing a Comprehensive Framework on Care Economy. This framework is expected 
to look at the potential of a care economy, reframe more comprehensive and enabling 
ASEAN policies, and enhance readiness and responsiveness of social protection measures 
while harnessing economic opportunities that may arise. 

 

 Second, we agree that the promotion and strengthening of multilateralism is pertinent 

in accelerating global economic recovery and in mitigating the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Therefore, we welcome the ESCAP resolution which will be adopted during this session 

that calls for closer cooperation in multiple sectors to enable the realisation of the building 

back better agenda. 

 

 As the ASEAN Chair 2021 under the theme of “We Care, We Prepare, We Prosper”, Brunei 

Darussalam continues to work together with ASEAN Member States and our external 

partners in preparing and adapting for the future to ensure resilience and to create 

opportunities for sustainable prosperity.  

 

 Towards this end, we have identified several initiatives such as the ASEAN Taxonomy on 

Sustainable Finance, the launch of the ASEAN-Canada Free Trade Agreement negotiation, 

ASEAN Plus Three Travel Corridor Arrangement, and ASEAN Plus Three Reserve of Medical 

Supplies. 

 

 To conclude, Excellencies, we have great opportunities ahead of us. By seizing them, 

together we can build a better and brighter future for Asia and the Pacific.  

 

Thank you. 
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