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Dr. Vadym Kaptur
ICT Consultant of ESCAP
Dr. Vadym Kaptur is an International expert in the fields related
to broadband networks, economics in telecommunications,
cybersecurity and ICT in general.
As an ICT Consultant of UN ESCAP he authored a number of
methodologies and studies are related to co-deployment of ICT
infrastructure with road-transport and energy infrastructure and
simulation of a new digital transport corridors.
He is also acting as a Vice-Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 1 and
co-Rapporteur on ITU-D Question 1/1 "Strategies and policies
for the deployment of broadband in developing countries".

As PhD in Telecommunications, he is an author of more than
280 scientific publications and developer of more than 60
software products.
His projects in the field of child online protection are twice
recognized as winners of the international competition “WSIS
Project Prizes” (2012 & 2017) and he himself is a laureate of
State Prize in Science and Technology of Ukraine (2015).

Ms. Anna Lobanova
ESCAP Consultant, Energy Division
As ESCAP consultant Anna supports the implementation of RECI
project. Her work includes capacity building, facilitation of the
subregional meetings, communication with partners and stakeholders
and social media support.
Prior to joining UN ESCAP Anna worked as a researcher at the
Analytical Center for the Government of Russian Federation, where she
was responsible for analysis of current economic situation in Russian
and in the world. Then she joined the Russian Ministry of Energy,
where she worked on climate change issues, development of energy
efficiency and renewable energy projects. Afterwards she moved to
UNDP office in Fiji where she worked as Climate Change Analyst
implementing disaster risk management projects in the Pacific
countries.

Additionally, she is an author and co-author of articles and chapters on
various economic and energy issues in such monographs as “Energy
subsidies in the modern world. G20”, “Human Development in Russia
in the conditions of economic recession”, “Human Development in
Russia: Sustainable Development Goals”.
Anna Lobanova earned her Masters in Economics and Bachelors in
Economics from Higher School of Economics, Moscow. She is currently
a PhD student there.

Ms. Elena Dyakonova, ESCAP
Consultant, Information and
Communications Technology and
Disaster Risk Reduction Division
Elena is Information and communications technology (ICT) expert
and certified Project Management professional (PMP®).
Her current work with UN ESCAP comprises variety of activities
under the framework of RECI project aimed at deepening
regional connectivity through the development of ICT
infrastructure in Asia and Pacific, with focus on the codeployment of ICT with transport and energy infrastructures and
e-resilience of the networks. The activities include national and
subregional capacity building, facilitation of the
intergovernmental meetings, research and ICT policy advocacy,
among others.
Prior to joining UN ESCAP Elena worked for private sector
multinational companies - telecom and IT solutions and services
vendors - where she obtained technical as well as management
experience contributing to the implementation of corporative
digitalization strategies and telecommunication infrastructure
network development and resilience for main telecom service
providers in Russian Federation.

Mr. Talaibek Makeev, ITTLLDC
Consultant for Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan on RECI project of ESCAP
Talaibek is a sustainable development expert with in-depth specialisation
in disaster risk reduction and environmental management.
The scope of his current functions includes facilitation of the webtool
content development and capacity building and generating policy
makers’ skills in using of the web portal. He also contributes to content
management of the web-tool for the potential digital transport corridors.
The project maintains partnership between ESCAP and ITTLLDC.

His experience in the past 12-year period was closely linked to the
production of the environmental data and indicators with their follow-up
use in the development of various online accessible assessments in order
to promote the Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) covering
Central Asian countries in the Pan-European regional context.
Has 16-year experience in international programmes and projects
implementation and management with UNDP, UNECE, the Central Asian
Environmental Centre (CAREC), Austrian Environmental Agency (UBA)
being both a staff member and consultant.
Has a recent consultancy experience with UN ESCAP Transport Division,
developing a study report on resilience of road and rail infrastructure,
including the Asian Highway Network in Kyrgyzstan to the disruptive
events e.g. COVID-19, natural disasters.

Mr. Odkhuu Tsolmondelger,
ITTLLDC Consultant for Mongolia
on RECI project of ESCAP
Odkhuu is the broadband network expert.
The scope of his work includes the development of a centralised digital
portal with methodology for ICT co-deployment with energy and transport
sector, and development a simulation model to follow-up on feasibility
assessment for the potential corridors). In addition he contributes to the
development of an e-resilience monitoring framework and the e-learning
packages.
His current work is Chief Strategy Officer of ICN government state-owned
LLC, which is Mongolian biggest backbone network owner company. He
has 10 years of managing experience of Telecommunications
infrastructure projects.
Odkhuu has worked for private sector multinational companies - telecom
vendor and public sector – government authority. He has been working
Mongolian ICT sector policy papers including Sustainable development
goals 2030, ICT policy up to 2025 and other broadband, tariffs papers.
Recently, he has been working with ESCAP with Asia-Pacific Information
Superhighway project and ICT co-deployment study.

Mr. John Ure
ESCAP Consultant on Digital
Transformation & ICT Services in NCA
Dr. John Ure is an economist specializing in ICT policy,
development and regulatory issues. He founded the Technology
Research Project (TRP) at the University of Hong Kong 1993 and
is co-founder and director of TRPC Pte Ltd (Singapore).
He is a principal author and editor of two books:
Telecommunication in Asia: Policy, Planning and Development
(HKU Press 1995; 1997) and Telecommunications Development
in Asia (HKU Press, 2008).
As Associate Professor at HKU he taught at masters level and as
supervisor, and examiner for PhD students, and serves on the
international editorial boards of the Telecommunications Policy
and Digital Policy, Regulation and Governance journals.

He works extensively with international and regional
organizations as well as the private sector with a focus on the
Asia-Pacific region. His CV is available at www.trpc.biz

Mr. Askar Tazhiyev: ESCAP Consultant
on Digital Transformation and ICT
Services in North and Central Asia and
Mongolia
Mr. Tazhiyev is specialized in economic, political
and development aspects as covered by
various UN programmes.
Background: With over 30 years of professional
experience in senior positions at national,
regional and international/multilateral levels,
he covers a wide spectrum of thematic areas,
starting with ICT and green economy, resources
mobilization, financing programs and projects
in the developing countries in Central Asia and
in the Middle East.

Ms. Zhanar Sultanbekova: ESCAP
consultant on strengthening the
financial sustainability of
institutions on digital
transformation using new ICT
technologies in NCA and SPECA.
With over 25 years of professional experience in
advising on investment and government
development projects, as an independent private
company Investment Group ACME Co Ltd.;
consulting Government of the Republic of
Kazakhstan; researching in economies of countries
of Central Asia, China, Iran, and Russia.
Zhanara contributed to the development of state
strategies for regional development and to the
number of discussion papers, such as on financing
water related SDGs by ESCAP (2017).
As part of her contribution to the Green Growth
program of ESCAP, Zhanara developed conceptual
solutions for financial institutions and augmented
the "green funds“.
In addition, Zhanar Sultanbekova was an
independent international consultant to ADB

Mr. Yernur Izbassar
ESCAP consultant
As ESCAP consultant, Mr Izbassar supports development of the
subregional research for setting up of the Subregional Digital Solutions
Center. This work includes development of the report and facilitate
delivery of the subregional meetings between the RECI project team
and the governments of Central Asia and Mongolia. In order to
enhance the ESCAP visibility and presence at the intergovernmental
meetings, RECI consultant will also develop visual communication
products to enhance RECI products through social media support.
Mr. Izbassar has many years of experience in conducting expertise and
coordinating scientific, technological and innovative projects,
supporting scientific organizations in obtaining government support
measures, attracting potential business partners to finance projects.
As the chief analyst of the National Agency for Innovation Development
“Qazinnovations”, Mr. Izbassar is directly involved in the elaborating
visionary and strategies for national innovation system, drafting
proposals for state policy in the field of innovation and improvement of
legislation for technological uplift of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
In addition, Mr Yernur Izbassar conducts research and analysis of
publication activity (including bibliometric analysis), as well as IT audits
of higher educational institutions and scientific organizations in Central
Asia, aimed at forming recommendations to improve the performance
of universities in the country and (or) international rankings.

Olga Chepelianskaia, ESCAP
Consultant on Disaster Risk
Reduction
Olga Chepelianskaia is an international sustainability expert and Founder of
UNICITI. She specializes on sustainable urban development in Asian cities
with a focus on climate resilience, natural ecosystems and heritage revival,
institutional development and capacity building. She also advises on
climate finance, clean technologies and clean energy. Over 15 years of her
professional engagement, she managed 7 major international programs,
covered over 20 cities and 40 countries, and worked with leading
international institutions such as ADB, CDIA, ISOCARP, Rockefeller
Foundation, UNDP, UNECE, UNEP, UNESCAP and UNIDO.

Her technical expertise covers climate risk and vulnerability assessment,
downscaling climate projections, integrated urban planning and urban
design, heritage revival and valorisation of cultural and natural assets,
sustainable tourism and placemaking, urban infrastructure services and
climate finance. Her cross-cutting expertise covers program management;
policy, governance and institutional development; public participation and
stakeholder engagement; capacity building; PR and communication. Her
brand approach is to help Asian cities become vibrant, sustainable, climate
resilient, economically dynamic, inclusive and culturally unique by placing
their cultural and natural assets at the core of their development.
She is a speaker and moderator at a number of international events
including, lately, at the 56th ISOCARP World Planning Congress 2020
(online), the Paradox of Planning Implementation Across the Globe
(Durban, South Africa – online), the World Urban Forum 10 (Abu Dhabi,
UAE), the Placemaking India Weekend 2019 (Pune, India), the Asia-Pacific
Urban Forum 7 (Penang, Malaysia), the Marmara Urban Forum (Istanbul,
Turkey), the 55th ISOCARP World Planning Congress (Jakarta, Indonesia),
the World Bank’s Smart Republic 2019 (Delhi, India), the 361 Degrees
Designing for the Future Conference (Mumbai, India), the Placemaking
Week 2018 (Wuhan, China), TEDxFMS (New Delhi, India) or the 4th Global
Climate Policy Conference (Sao Paulo, Brazil).

Ms. Jannat Salimova-Tekay,
ESCAP Consultant, Infrastructure
Financing

Jannat is an emerging markets infrastructure finance professional
managing deals from origination to commercial/financial close.
Experience includes advisory on PPP, Project Finance, M&A,
investment management, strategy. Deep understanding of reform
agenda and regulatory issues relating to renewable energy, transport,
infrastructure tariffs, demand-and supply-side subsidies, private
sector enabling, etc. Geographic exposure includes Central Asia and
Caucasus.

As part of the RECI team, Jannat finalized two national studies on
infrastructure financing in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan in high quality
and following UN standards for advanced reporting, and prepared a
consolidated learning material on infrastructure financing.

Mr. Zorikto Gomboin
ESCAP consultant
Zorikto is an ICT and Digital Policy researcher with a background in
international organizations and project management.
He has been advising Russian delegation to the UN system
organizations, WTO, APEC, and other foras working in the digital
sphere. He has been distinguished with several awards, including the
Russian Federal Communications Agency “Appreciation” award. He has
also been elected as a Convenor of APEC TELWG Liberalisation Steering
Group, and has held a number of other positions.

Recently, Zorikto has been leveraging his experience to support the UN
ESCAP IDD, IDS on creating a methodology for a quantitative
composite index measuring e-resilience in Asia-Pacific.
Zorikto has published several long-read articles in leading Russian
academic journals. His research interests include statistics, financing
for development, ICT/digital development assistance and project
evaluation.

