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// The Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (STRI)

 What it is: an evidence-based tool that identifies and
catalogues barriers to trade in services

— Regulatory database + composite indices
« Purpose: Provide up to date information on services trade

policies allowing to inform policy discussions and trade
negotiations.

- Country coverage: = 22 economies in Asia-Pacific
— 100 economies (Digital STRI)
— 65 economies (Computer services STRI)

* Interfaces: The STRI simulator and the STRI explorer



https://sim.oecd.org/Default.ashx?lang=En&ds=DGSTRI
https://oecd-main.shinyapps.io/STRI_Explorer/

// The STRI framework

Digital STRI
Infrastructure and connectivity
Electronic transactions
Payment systems
Intellectual property rights

Other barriers affecting trade in
digitally enabled services

Computer services STRI
Restrictions on foreign entry
Restrictions to the movement of
people
Other discriminatory measures

Barriers to competition

Regulatory transparency
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Common barriers to digitally enabled services

Restrictions on internet banking or insurance

Discriminatory access to payment settlement methods

Performance requirements affecting cross-border digital trade

Other restrictions on digitally enabled services

Restrictions on online advertising

Local presence is required in order to provide cross-border services

Limitations on downloading and streaming affecting cross-border digital trade

Commercial presence is required in order to provide cross-border services

Restrictions on the use of communication services

Cross-border transfer of personal data is possible when certain private sector safeguards
are in place

Cross-border data flows are permitted to countries with substantially similar privacy
protection laws

Certain data must be stored locally

Laws or regulations explicitly protect confidential information
Mational contract rule for cross-barder transaction deviate from internationally

standardised rules
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Common barriers to computer services in the region

Limitation on duration of stay for intra-corporate transferees (months) [ R N
Labour market tests: independent services suppliers _
Limitation on duration of stay for contractual services suppliers (months) _
Labour market tests: contractual services suppliers [ AR
Limitation on duration of stay for independent services suppliers (months) [ RN
Labour market tests: intra-corporate transferees _

Commercial presence is required in order to provide cross-border services 7
Performance requirements 8
Board of directors: at least one must be resident 9
Cross-horder data flows: certain data must be stored locally 11
Screening exists without exclusion of economic interests 13
Local presence is required for cross-horder supply 15
Acquisition and use of land and real estate by foreignersis restricted 18
Public procurement: Explicit preferences for local suppliers [ NN
Public procurement: The procurement pracess affects the conditions of competition in favour _

of local firms
0 5 10 15 20 25

M Barriers to competition W Other discriminatory measures W Regulatary transparency Restrictions on foreign entry B Restrictions to movement of people




Average STRI Score

Trends in digital services trade restrictiveness
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>> Conclusion

« STRI tools provide a comprehensive overview of key
regulations that affect digital trade

 Findings Asia-Pacific:
— Diverse regulatory policies affecting digital trade in the region

— Regulatory commonalities are prevalent in cross-cutting areas
(e.g. electronic signature), however dissimilarities regarding
cross-border data flows, FDI and movement of people persist.

— Scope for regulatory cooperation
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» Contact us

We look forward to hearing from you!

Access all of the You can reach us via We invite you to connect
information from the e-mail by sending your with us on Twitter by
Trade & Agriculture message to the following following:

Directorate at: address:

www.oecd.org/tad Irene.olivangarcia@oecd.org @OECDtrade

Trade and Agriculture Directorate | Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) | www.oecd.org/tad | tad.contact@oecd.org




