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Workshop on Outcomes and Recommendations: 

Air Pollution in ASIA and the PACIFIC: Subregional Dialogue Series 

8 April 2022 (Friday), 12:30 – 14:30 (GMT+7) (2 Hours) 

 

BACKGROUND 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and 

the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) organised six virtual dialogues to 

identify opportunities to address air pollution in the Region. These dialogues focused on 

strengthening regional cooperation and facilitating a broader exchange of innovative air 

pollution solutions and best practices, including policies, innovative uses of data, emerging 

technologies and capacity needs.   

Dialogues were held for East and North-East Asia (18 January 2022), South-East Asia (19 

January 2022), South and South-West Asia (20 January 2022) and North and Central Asia 

(25 January 2022), in coordination with the respective Sub-regional Offices and the United 

Nations Environment Programme. In addition, two thematic dialogues were organised in all 

subregions, focusing on 1) Health and Gender Implications (3 December 2021) and 2) Data 

and Technologies for Air Pollution (27 January 2022). 

Each sub-regional dialogue was structured in two segments:  

1) High-level dialogue for senior officials focused on regional cooperation, including 

enhanced regional modalities.  

2) Technical segment for other senior government officials, experts from academia 

and think tanks, representatives from international organisations and other relevant 

stakeholders from the respective sub-region.  

The recommendations unpacked in the dialogues will be compiled in a policy brief that will 

be shared with member states to mainstream adoption of needed measures and effective 

regional cooperation.  

Description 

This workshop on the outcomes of the Air Pollution in ASIA and the PACIFIC: Subregional 

Dialogue Series will be a platform to summarize and disseminate the main lessons learned 

during these discussions. Key recommendations that need to be taken forward immediately 

in the Region to effectively combat the adverse impacts of air pollution will be highlighted 

and open for discussion among speakers and participants.  

Components for discussion; 

• Air Quality Standards 

• Data and Innovation 

• Exchange of best practices 

• Capacity Building 
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• Strengthening Multi-Lateral Cooperation 
 

Objectives 

• Strengthen regional cooperation, including regional modalities and harmonised air 
quality standards, based on the WHO air quality guidelines 

• Address knowledge needs/gaps and mechanisms  

• Enhance the use of data and technologies to inform policies 

• Identify the most appropriate clean air solutions and means to accelerate 
implementation 

• Build capacity to ensure policy development/implementation 
 

Expected Outcome 

The side event will allow experts on mechanisms to mitigate air pollution in the Region to 

present their findings and engage with governments directly to identify actions that need to be 

urgently taken to reduce air pollution concentrations, exposure and impacts.  

 

Discussions that occur in this workshop will help to further inform an upcoming Policy Brief on 

the outcomes of the Air Pollution in ASIA and the PACIFIC: Subregional Dialogue Series.  

 

Participants 

For attendees of the Dialogue Series and delegates from Members and associate members 

and by invitation only. 

 

Programme: 2 Hours (120mins) 

Introduction 

Time (Min) Detail Speaker 

2 Technical Introduction Lucie Trotin, Intern, 
UNESCAP 

5 Introduction to the Air Pollution in ASIA and the 
PACIFIC: Subregional Dialogue Series  
 

Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy 
Executive Secretary, 
UNESCAP 
 

5 Opening Remarks  
 

Dechen Tsering, 
Director, Asia and the 
Pacific Office, UNEP  
 

5 Presentation on Intended event outcome  
 

Matthew Perkins, 
Economic Affairs 
Officer, UNESCAP  

   

Session 1: Air Quality Standards 

Time (Min) Detail Speaker 

 Objective: This session will focus on the 
challenges and opportunities presented by 
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standardization, including an overview of the 
diversity of standards and benefits of 
harmonization. 
 

3 Summary by the ESCAP Secretariat of input 
received  
 

Abigail Smith, 
Consultant, UNESCAP 

10 Presentation on Regulating Air Quality: the First 
Global Assessment of Air Pollution Legislation  

Renee Gift, Legal 
Officer at the National 
Environmental Law 
Unit, UNEP 
 

5 Interactive selection of best options MentiMeter Matthew Perkins, 
Economic Affairs 
Officer, UNESCAP 

 Outcome: The top challenges for standardization 
will be prioritized, together with the next steps 
most relevant for the region to realize the benefits 
of common but differentiated paths to the shared 
benefits of strengthened cooperation. 
 

 

   

Session 2: Data and Innovation 

Time (Min) Detail Speaker 

 Objective: Identification of opportunities to 
strengthen regional cooperation to address air 
pollution through sharing of data and innovative 
use of existing scientific systems. 
 

 

3 Summary by the ESCAP Secretariat of input 
received 

Abigail Smith, 
Consultant, UNESCAP 

10 ‘Next Generation of Air Quality Monitoring: A 
Hybrid Approach’ 

Dr. Pawan Gupta, 
Senior Scientist, Earth 
Sciences 
STI/USRA, NASA 
Marshall Space Flight 
Center 
(video intervention) 

5 Interactive selection of best options, MentiMeter Matthew Perkins, 
Economic Affairs 
Officer, UNESCAP 

 Expected Outcome: The session will highlight 
priority opportunities for consideration by member 
countries in a regional air pollution modality 
 

 

   

Session 3: Capacity Building 

Time (Min) Detail Speaker 
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 Objective: Identification of the greatest capacity building 
needs, and the most suitable opportunities for 
intervention, to strengthen the capacity of member 
countries in the Asia Pacific region to take action at the 
regional level to address air pollution. 
 

 

3 Summary by the ESCAP Secretariat of input received Abigail Smith, 
Consultant, 
UNESCAP  

10 'Building Capacity to integrate air pollution and climate 
change in Asia and the Pacific (10 min) 
 

Dr. Jessica 
Slater, 
Research 
Associate in Air 
Pollution and 
Climate 
Change, 
Stockholm 
Environment 
Institute (SEI) 

5 Interactive selection of best options, MentiMeter Matthew 
Perkins, 
Economic 
Affairs Officer, 
UNESCAP 

 Expected Outcome: The session will provide a draft 
prioritisation of the most needed support and the most 
cost-effective opportunities to strengthen regional 
cooperation on air pollution.  

 

   

Session 4: Exchange of Best Practices 

Time (Min) Detail Speaker 

 Objective: This session will select the best practices 
which would be most suitable for prioritization to 
promote South-South, Triangular, and North-South 
cooperation approaches. 

 

3 Summary by the ESCAP Secretariat of input received  Abigail Smith, 
Consultant, 
UNESCAP 

10 Facilitating International Cooperation on Air Pollution in 
East Asia: Fragmentation of the Epistemic Communities 

Dr. Yarime 
Masaru, The 
Hong Kong 
University of 
Science and 
Technology 

5 Interactive selection of best options, MentiMeter Matthew 
Perkins, 
Economic 
Affairs Officer, 
UNESCAP 
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 Expected Outcome: The participants will select the peer-
learning opportunities which would be most suitable for 
consideration in the approach to strengthening air 
pollution 
 
 

 

   

Session 5: Opportunities for Strengthening Multi-Lateral Cooperation 

Time (Min) Detail Speaker 

 Objective: In this session, the participants will consider 
the potential options for strengthening regional 
cooperation on air pollution. 
 

 

3 Summary by the ESCAP Secretariat of input received (5 
min) 
 

Abigail Smith, 
Consultant, 
UNESCAP  

5 Interactive selection of best options, MentiMeter Matthew 
Perkins, 
Economic 
Affairs Officer, 
UNESCAP 

 Expected Outcome: Elements for an approach to 
regional cooperation, together with principles for a plan 
of action will be identified. 

 

   

Closing Session 

23 Closing Statements: Open floor to member country 
comments   

Moderated by 
Matthew 
Perkins, 
Economic 
Affairs Officer, 
UNESCAP 

 


