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Ninth Regional Workshop on Integrated Resource Management in Asian 
Cities: The Urban Nexus 

Safeguarding finite water-energy-land resources for future generations 
Anantara Siam Bangkok Hotel 

22 to 23 May 2019 
 

CONCEPT NOTE 

Background 

Rapid urbanization in Asia and the Pacific, along with the region’s unsustainable consumption and 
production practices and extractive economy, is intensifying risks and vulnerabilities, contributing to 
resource scarcity and depletion of biodiversity and ecosystems services. Of all resources, energy, 
water and food/land are the most essential to sustain development: they are also the most 
vulnerable to future demands. 

 

The “nexus” approach aims to integrate planning and management processes of the energy, water 
and food sectors, minimizing trade-offs and optimizing synergies. Since 2013, the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH has been implementing the project 
“Integrated Resource Management in Asian Cities: the Urban Nexus”, in partnership with ESCAP and 
ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, and with funding from the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). The project supports 12 cities in seven countries with 
developing cross-sectoral infrastructure projects and integrating the nexus approach into urban 
policies.  

 
With the adoption of landmark global agendas in 2015 and 2016, mainly the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, the New Urban Agenda and the Paris Climate Agreement, the nexus 
approach can be a means of implementation to achieve the goals and targets in these mandates. 
Promoting innovative, multi-sectoral, multi-dimensional and inclusive solutions to address urban 
challenges including energy and water supply, wastewater and solid waste management, urban 
agriculture, land use planning and management, and service delivery aligns strongly with the agendas, 
which are interlinked and require integrated solutions. 
 
The Project has organized eight regional workshops to date: June and December 2013 in Bangkok, 
Thailand; June 2014 in Da Nang, Viet Nam; November 2014 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; June 2015 in 
Chiangmai, Thailand; June 2016 in Santa Rosa, Philippines; July 2017 in Tanjungpinang, Indonesia; and 
November 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand. These events provided a platform i n  w h i c h  multi-
stakeholder dialogue focusing on the urban nexus approach was openly discussed and good 
practices shared  between cities, regional/provincial and national governments. Meso level 
organizations, the  private sector, international financing organizations, and academia were also 
engaged.  
 
Effective development and application of integrated solutions such as Nexus requires the participation 
and collaboration of many stakeholders.  Strategic partnerships with schools, colleges, training  
institutes to facilitate the development of relevant curricula can further advance the uptake of the 
Nexus approach.    Students, trainers and professors are “natural” multipliers, who can help to address 
persistent and increasing challenges of inefficient use of natural resources. There is a growing interest 
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in mainstream sustainable development values to the wider community-at-large, including youth to 
bring about generational change. 

 

This ninth and concluding regional workshop will take stock of the lessons, outcomes and feedback 
from partner cities’ experiences and draw from the regional workshops and dialogues, outreach 
events, study tours, peer-to-peer exchanges and trainings the Project has hosted. This final workshop 
will commemorate the achievements of the Urban Nexus Project, while fostering a way forward to 
sustain and expand the momentum and benefits to other countries and cities.  

 

Objectives 

 

This Ninth Regional Workshop aims to achieve the following:  

 

1. Review Project achievements and share lessons learned and best practices on integrated 

resource management planning, policies and projects/initiatives.  

2. Highlight ways that primary and secondary schools, colleges, training institutes and 

universities are and can incorporate integrated approaches into their curricula and teaching 

to help increase momentum to advance the nexus approach. 

3. Share selected infrastructure solutions, addressing financing and policy transformations the 

Urban Nexus approach can achieve. 

4. Share updated information on how the urban nexus approach contributes to achievement 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the New Urban Agenda and Paris Climate 

Agreement.  

5. Exchange ideas on how to take the nexus approach forward, beyond the Project’s closure. 

  

Audience and Participants 

The target audience comprises: 

 

1. Local, sub-national and national government officials from the Urban Nexus Project cities and 
countries involved with public works and urban planning, energy, water, wastewater, solid 
waste, finance and the International Agendas.  

2. Educators and students to help take ideas forward. 

3. Representatives of city networks, international organizations, international financing 
institutions, academic organizations, private sector enterprises and other relevant 
stakeholders with an interest in integrated resource management. 

4. Officials with exposure and responsibilities for policymaking on national implementation of 
SDGs and climate change. 


