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Seventh Meeting 

 

13 December 2022, Virtual meeting 

10:00 – 12:30 hrs. and 13:30 – 16:00 hrs. (GMT+7) 

Progress in Developing National SDG 7 Roadmaps and Opportunities for Further 

Support, and 

Development of National Cooling Action Plans for Asia-Pacific Countries 

 

Background: 

ESCAP at its 73rd Commission Session in May 2017 adopted Resolution 73/8 Strengthening 

regional cooperation for sustainable energy development in Asia and the Pacific which requested 

the secretariat to conduct analytical studies, compile and disseminate relevant energy information 

and data. The Commission also established two expert working groups under Committee on 

Energy: 

• the Expert Working Group on Energy Connectivity; and 

• the Expert Working Group on Universal Access to Modern Energy 

Services, Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Cleaner Use of 

Fossil Fuels (EWG-SDG 7). 

The seventh meeting of EWG-SDG 7, to be held in virtual mode, will seek expert inputs on two 

topics – the national SDG 7 Roadmaps being developed with member States; and the development 

of National Cooling Action Plans, as part of a global initiative under the Cool Coalition.  

The secretariat has been mandated to support member States in developing national Sustainable 

Development Goal 7 (SDG 7) roadmaps to help achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the Paris Agreement. This was also supported by the Committee on Energy in 

its Second Session, which recommended to extend support to more countries through preparing 

SDG 7 roadmaps. 

The secretariat has developed the National Expert SDG Tool for Energy Planning (NEXSTEP), a 

tool that enables policymakers to make informed policy decisions to support the achievement of 

the SDG 7 targets as well as emission reduction targets (NDCs). 

In October 2021 the Fifth Meeting of EWG-SDG 7 was held. Participants were updated on the 

application of the NEXSTEP tool and the progress of SDG7 roadmap development and shared 

lessons learned from the experience to date. This meeting will build on that discussion by 

considering the up to date deployment of the NEXSTEP tool and recent developments in the 

framework. It will also solicit advice from experts on how the NEXSTEP tool can play a role in 

energy planning beyond 2030, particularly in supporting countries develop strategies to reach net 

zero emissions by 2050. 

The second topic for which expert inputs are sought is the development of National Cooling 

Action Plans (NCAPs). These are an important tool for enabling countries to identify actionable 

pathways to reduce cooling-related energy demand, to integrate energy efficiency and transition 

to low Global Warming Potential refrigerants across cooling subsectors, while also increasing 
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access to sustainable cooling solutions. 

 

Objectives of the Seventh EWG-SDG7: 

Session one aims to: 

• Update participants on the progress of SDG 7 roadmap development;  

• Share lessons learned from the experience of applying NEXSTEP in 

participating countries and in implementing the roadmap’s 

recommendations; and 

• Discuss the applicability of the NEXSTEP framework to support 

other plans, including the potential to undertake net zero carbon 

emission planning and integration of national energy security and 

resilience planning considerations. 

Session two aims to: 

• Update member States on the secretariat’s ongoing support to 

countries to develop NCAPs utilizing a methodology jointly 

developed by ESCAP and UNEP; 

• Share experience from the NCAP development process already 

undertaken in the region; and 

• Review and discuss the strategic direction of this work, and the 

potential to develop NCAPs in additional countries. 

 

Expected Outcomes of the Meeting: 

Enhanced activities on planning and policy development in the Asia-Pacific region to support the 

achievement of SDG 7 and NDCs for the entire region. 

 

Organization of the Expert Working Group Meeting: 
 

The meeting will be organized in two sessions on 13 December 2022, from 10:00 to 12:30 hrs. 

(session 1) and from 13:30 to 16:00 hrs. (session 2) (GMT+7). 

Microsoft Teams will be used as the e-Conference platform. Meeting language is English. 

 

For participation, please register via this link: https://forms.office.com/r/xUYHvbHBwf  

 

For further information, please contact Mr Michael Williamson, Chief of Section, Energy Division 

(e-mail: williamson@un.org) 
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Tentative Programme:  

 

Session One - Progress in Developing National SDG 7 Roadmaps and Opportunities for Further 

Support 

Time Agenda 

09:55 – 10:00 MS Teams room opens  

10:00 – 10:05 Welcome remarks  

Mr. Hongpeng Liu, Director, Energy Division, ESCAP 

10:05 – 10:15 Introduction and scene setting 

Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, ESCAP 

10:15 – 11:15 Progress and experiences of SDG 7 road map development 

Mr. Anis Zaman, Associate Professor of Sustainable Development, Murdoch University 

Perspectives from stakeholders and participants in road map developments (countries TBC): 

• Kyrgyzstan 

• Pakistan 

• Bhutan 

• Lao PDR 

Open discussion facilitated by Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, 

ESCAP 

11:15 – 11:45 Moving beyond 2030 and planning for Net Zero – national experiences 

• Republic of Korea – Professor Sun-Jin YUN, Graduate School of Environmental 

Studies, Seoul National University  

• Indonesia Mr Ego Syahrial, Special Staff to the Minister of Energy and Mineral 

Resources, and Mrs Sripeni Inten Cahyan, Expert Staff to the Minister of Energy 

and Mineral Resources, Republic of Indonesia 

Open discussion facilitated by Mr. Michael Williamson 

11:45 – 12:15 Challenges and opportunities in deploying the NEXSTEP tool 

Participants will reflect on the experiences and seek to identify opportunities to improve the 

NEXSTEP tool or increase the uptake of recommendations. 

Participants will then consider the potential of the NEXSTEP framework to support other 

plans, including net zero carbon emission planning and integration of national energy 

security and resilience planning considerations. 

Open discussion facilitated by Mr. Michael Williamson 

12:15 – 12:30 Wrap-up  

Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, ESCAP 
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Session Two - Development of National Cooling Action Plans for Asia-Pacific Countries 

Time Agenda 

13:25 – 13:30 MS Teams room opens  

13:30 – 13:35 Welcome remarks  

Mr. Mark Radka, Chief, Energy and Climate Branch, UNEP 

13:35 – 14:00 Introduction and scene setting 

Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, ESCAP 

Ms. Lily Riahi, Coordinator – Cool Coalition, UNEP 

14:00 – 15:00 Progress and experiences of NCAP development 

Ms. Kim Roseberry, Economic Affairs Officer, Energy Division, ESCAP 

National perspectives (countries TBC): 

• Indonesia 

• China 

• Others TBC 

 

15:00 – 15:50 Challenges and opportunities in developing NCAPs and implementing key 

recommendations to lower cooling-related energy demand and GHG emissions 

Participants will reflect on the growing attention being paid to the cooling sector, and the 

need to develop comprehensive national assessments and plans to lower energy demand and 

GHG emissions across cooling subsectors. 

Discussion will be held regarding the challenges developing countries face in the cooling 

sector; the barriers to the planning process; and the potential for implementing NCAP key 

recommendations. 

Open discussion facilitated by Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief, Energy Division, 

ESCAP 

15:50 – 16:00 Wrap-up and closing 

Mr. Hongpeng Liu, Director, Energy Division, ESCAP 

 

 

               _______________________________ 


