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“Environmental 
defenders are individuals 
and groups who, in their 
personal or professional 

capacity and in a peaceful 
manner, strive to protect 

and promote human 
rights relating to the 

environment, including 
water, air, land, flora and 
fauna”. – United Nations
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“In 11% of cases 
globally, they 

contributed to halt 
environmentally 
destructive and 

socially conflictive
projects, defending 

the environment 
and livelihoods.”



Types of 
actions



“Grassroots 
environmentalism 

as a promising 
force to 

sustainability.”

(Scheidel et al., 2020)



Members of the groups 
represented in the lawsuit are 
the 1000 villagers of Moo 1, 
Nam Pu subdistrict, Muang 

District, Ratchaburi Province.

Total compensation of 
1,309,925 baht for health and 

agricultural damages.



"Their worries are right that the 
risks are massive, so the 

ministry decided to ban sand 
exports and large-scale sand 

dredging." 

Cambodia's Ministry of Mines 
and Energy





“This is a major 

achievement for 
Mongolia, signaling its 
clear commitment to 

human rights.

This is a significant and 
progressive step towards 

full protection for the 
vital work of human 
rights defenders.”

Michelle Bachelet

UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights



“Human rights and 
environment are 

intertwined; human rights 
cannot be enjoyed without a 

safe, clean and healthy 
environment; and 

sustainable environmental 
governance cannot exist 

without the establishment of 
and respect for human 

rights.”
Professor John Knox, former UN Special Rapporteur on 

Human Rights and the Environment



“States should provide a 
safe and enabling 

environment in which 
individuals, groups and 
organs of society that 

work on human rights or 
environmental issues can 
operate free from threats, 
harassment, intimidation, 

and violence.”
Framework Principles on Human 

Rights and the Environment 
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