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I. Overall context of ESCAP’s work on transport corridors and  need for 
development of information tools 



ESCAP’s Regional Institutional Framework for Regional Transport 
Connectivity
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The Working Group on Dry Ports in 2021 considered:

• Concept of transport corridors

• Intermodal transport corridors and intermodal (multimodal) 
transport operations

• Transport corridor management

• Main factors contributing to successful operation of transport 
corridors



Main conclusions of WGDP:

• Need for data collection and systematization as a 
practical step

• Data may cover (not being limited to):
• Assessment of existing and potential traffic volumes;

• Inventories of road, railway, waterway, modal and intermodal transfer
points, and border crossing point infrastructure including signaling and
electrification;

• Border crossing and modal and intermodal transfer times;

• Transit times on various sections;

• Description of instruments used in international transport including an
assessment of the effectiveness of their implementation;

• Descriptions of instruments and procedures used at border crossing points
including an assessment of the effectiveness of their implementation;

• Inventories of projects proposed for consideration of financial institutions
or the private sector (including public-private partnerships );

• Inventories of projects under construction and their expected completion
dates;

• Identification and assessment of technical assistance requirements.



Main conclusions of WGDP:

• Way forward: development of an online tool for 
collecting data on intermodal transport corridors

• Initial data can be inserted through desk research

• Member States to be enabled to access the 
available information and update it as necessary 

• Success of the tool will depend on willingness of 
member States to provide and update information 
on transport corridors



II. UNESCAP study on coordination arrangements for selected intermodal 
corridors in Asia 



Comparative study

▪ Overview of current status of operation of transport corridors in question or estimate of the
potential demand in establishment of a transport corridor

▪ Analysis of institutional mechanisms (if available) for management existing transport
corridors covered by the study

▪ Review of good practices on transport corridor management; and

▪ Proposed recommendations on management arrangements for the transport corridors

▪ Text of the study report can be found at: 
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Finalized%20study%20report%20on%20inter
modal%20corridors%20December%202019%20%20.pdf

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Finalized%20study%20report%20on%20intermodal%20corridors%20December%202019%20%20.pdf


Focus on institutional matters

▪ Policy and Legal Framework

▪ Roles & Responsibilities

▪ Institutional Framework

▪ Related Subregional Initiatives

▪ Leadership

▪ Resources

▪ Participation of Stakeholders

▪ Monitoring



III. Support to the implementation of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on Road Transport along the Asian Highway Network



Intergovernmental Agreement on International Road Transport 
along the Asian Highway Network

▪ UNESCAP secretariat developed the draft agreement subsequently discussed and elaborated at a 

series of negotiating meetings organized by UNESCAP TD and SRO-ENEA

▪ Signed by the Governments of China, Mongolia and the Russian Federation during the third session of

the Ministerial Conference on Transport, on 8 December 2016

▪ Entered into force on 21 September 2018



• Intergovernmental Agreement on International Road 
Transport along the Asian Highway Network

•

•

The agreement opens the Asian Highway route No. 3 from Ulan-Ude (Russian Federation) -
Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia) –Beijing to Tianjin port (China), and Asian Highway route No. 4 from 
Novosibirsk (Russian Federation) – Urumqi (China) – Kashi – Honqiraf (Chinese border with 
Pakistan) providing for international road transport operations on these routes. 



Continued support to implementation

• In preparation for the implementation of the Agreement the UNESCAP secretariat (Transport Division and

Subregional Office for East and Northeast Asia) organized a capacity-building seminar (Ulan-Ude, Russian

Federation, August 2017) and two expert meetings (in Ulaanbaatar, November 2018, and in Incheon, June 2019).

• As the year’s 2019 Chair of the Joint Committee established under the Agreement, China printed the transport

permits for the year 2019 and organized the first meeting of the Joint Committee held in Manzhouli, China, on 3-4

July 2019 which launched the practical operation of the Agreement.

• In December 2019, the secretariat organized the Expert Group Meeting on Review on initial Implementation of the

Intergovernmental Agreement. The meeting discussed the main issues and challenges in the initial period of the

Agreement’s implementation and identified the ways of addressing them. It also explored the possibility of

extending the scope of the Agreement to passenger operations

• Due to Covid-19 pandemic, transport operations under the Agreement were disrupted and remain inactive.

However, Parties remain interested

• Second Joint Committee held in May 2021 (virtually) with ESCAP’s technical support

• Expert meeting on the Agreement’s implementation held virtually yesterday (20 October 2021)




