
                                                            
 
 

 The Civil Registration Vital Statistics (CRVS) First National 

Capacity Building Workshop for Assessing Inequalities in 

Registration  
 

 

August 17-19, 2022  

 

Vang Vieng, Lao PDR 

 

A well-functioning civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) system helps ensure that 

every person has a legal identity, facilitating access to the benefits and protections of the 

State. It is also the preferred data source for many demographic statistics with numerous 

indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) directly related to mortality and 

fertility while others rely on population data as the denominator. To know who is being left 

behind, the relevant disaggregated population data needs to be available.  

 

Many countries experience lower civil registration completeness rates among certain 

marginalized and hard-to-reach population groups or geographic areas. Despite these 

inequalities and their negative impact, this problem often remains a blind spot. The groups 

affected remain largely invisible if the matter is not specifically investigated.  

 

To ensure progress in registration is truly universal and fully inclusive, the Ministerial 

declaration to “Get Every One in The Picture” in Asia and the Pacific recognized the need 

to address disparities in civil registration completeness and coverage of these groups. 

Hence, the Regional Action Framework (RAF) for the Asia-Pacific CRVS Decade 2015-

2024 (ESCAP resolution 71/14) calls upon countries to assess any CRVS-related 

inequalities experienced by population subgroups. Doing so is an essential step to getting 

everyone in the picture.  

 

Lao PDR has come onboard as one of the countries in the region to receive support to 

undertake the CRVS inequality assessment. The project seeks to provide technical 

support and capacity strengthening to the Lao Statistics Bureau and other relevant 

national stakeholders to facilitate the implementation of CRVS inequality assessments 

using secondary data sources in Lao PDR. This will involve building capacity for 

demographic analysis to undertake inequality assessments in the future as well as for 

initiating dialogue with policy-makers to ensure the results are used for policy formulation. 



                                                            
 
 

The first three-day national capacity building workshop will be a hands-on workshop, 

which is designed based on the country’s needs and the project’s objective to build skills 

in analyzing data to assess inequalities in registration of births and deaths. The workshop 

will supplement lectures with practical sessions and exercises, which will be developed 

by the CRVS national consultant based on real data from Lao PDR. Participants will 

comprise Lao Statistics Bureau staff and stakeholders from relevant ministries. Basic 

knowledge on Excel is desirable.  

 



                                                            
 
 

Training schedule (as of August 10, 2022) 

Day 1 

TIME PROGRAM SPEAKER 

8:30 – 9:00  ARRIVAL REGISTRATION 

9:00 – 9:15  OPENING AND WELCOME 

Head of LSB, Ministry of 

Planning and Investment 

ESCAP-- Dr. Petra 

Nahmias 

Section Chief, Statistics 

Division 

9:15 – 9:30  

 

INTRODUCTION – Short briefing on 

the objectives of the workshop, the 

outline of the program for three days 

and housekeeping 

LSB 

9:30 – 9:40  Introduction by all participants  

9:40 – 10:00  
Lecture 1.1: Inequalities in civil 

registrations (why the issue is 

important and what is the current 

global and regional situation?) 

UNESCAP Statistics 

Division 

10:00 – 10.20  COFFEE BREAK 

10:20 – 10:40  
Lecture 1.2: Methods to estimate civil 

registration completeness 
UNESCAP (Consultant) 

10:40 – 11.10  

Lecture 1.3: Complexities and issues 

related to measuring civil registration 

completeness 

UNESCAP (Consultant) 

11.10 – 12.00  
Lecture 1.4: Understanding quality of 

civil registration data 
UNESCAP (Consultant) 

12:00– 13:00  LUNCH 

13:00 – 13:15  Recap Lectures 1.1–1.4 and Q&A UNESCAP (Consultant) 

13:15 – 14:00  
Tutorial: Excel basics and examining 

quality of data using Thai registered 

deaths  

UNESCAP 



                                                            
 
 

TIME PROGRAM SPEAKER 

14.00 – 14:15 
Presentation on data availability and 

sharing (births, deaths and causes of 

death and marriage and divorce 

registration process) to support the 

inequality assessment 

MOHA 

14.15 – 14:30  
Presentations on data availability and 

sharing (births and deaths notification 

and causes of death process) to 

support the inequality assessment 

MOH 

14.30 – 14:40  
Presentation on the recording of 

births, deaths, causes of death, and 

marriage and divorce occurring 

outside the country 

MOFA  

14.40 – 14:50  
Presentation on the recording of 

children’s school enrolment 
MOES 

14:50 – 15.00  COFFEE BREAK 

15.00 – 16:00  
Group discussion on challenges 

related to data access, sharing and 

quality and how to address these 

challenges 

• Births 

• Deaths 

Break-out session 

 

 

Day 2 

TIME PROGRAM SPEAKER 

9:00 – 10:00  
Group presentations & open 

discussion  
All participants 

10:00 – 10.20  Lecture 2.1: Essential demographic 

rates and measures (with a focus on 

mortality) 

UNESCAP (Consultant) 

10:20 – 10:40  COFFEE BREAK 



                                                            
 
 

TIME PROGRAM SPEAKER 

10.40 A.M. – 12.00  Lecture 2.2: Cohort mortality and life 

table 

Exercise: Cohort life table construction 

UNESCAP (Consultant) 

12:00 – 13:00  LUNCH 

13:00 – 14:00 Exercise: Cohort life table construction All participants  

14.00 – 14:30  
Lecture 2.3: Period/Abridge life table 

(single decrement) 

Tutorial: Constructing a period life 

table for Thailand 

UNESCAP (Consultant) 

14:30 – 14.50  COFFEE BREAK 

14.50 – 16:00  
Exercise: Abridge life table 

construction with Laos data 
All participants 

 

Day 3 

TIME PROGRAM SPEAKER 

9:00 – 9.30  Lecture 3.1: Closing a life table & 

combining single-sex life tables 

UNESCAP (Consultant) 

9.30-10.00  Exercise: Closing the life table  All participants 

9.30-10.30  Lecture 3.2: Model life table  UNESCAP (Consultant) 

10:30 – 10.50  COFFEE BREAK 

10:50– 12:00  Lecture 3.3: Use of life table (in 

general and in relation to the CRVS 

project) 

UNESCAP (Consultant) 

12:00 – 13:00  LUNCH 

13:00 – 14:00  Output presentation: Life-table for Lao 

PDR 
LSB 

14.00 – 14.20  COFFEE BREAK 

14.20 – 14:40  Workshop summary and next step LSB 

14.40 – 15.00  Closing remarks Head of LSB, Ministry of 

Planning and Investment 

ESCAP-- Dr. Petra 

Nahmias, Section Chief 

of Statistics Division 



                                                            
 
 

 

 


