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Bangkok, 13 September 2022 
 
Chair’s Summary 

 

1. The Asia-Pacific Directors General Forum for South-South and Triangular 
Cooperation (Asia-Pacific Directors General Forum) held its fourth session on 
13 September 2022 as a closed event during the Global South-South Development Expo 
2022 in Bangkok, Thailand. It was organized by the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), with the support from the United Nations 
Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) and co-hosted by the Royal Thai 
Government.  
 
2. H.E. Ms. Millicent Cruz-Paredes, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of the Philippines to the Kingdom of Thailand and Permanent 
Representative to ESCAP, chaired the meeting. The meeting was attended by over 100 
participants from 30 member States combining the South-South cooperation (SSC) 
practitioners from the capitals and from the Permanent Missions in Bangkok, as well as 
by the Pacific Islands Development Forum and the International Atomic Energy Agency.  
 
3. The objectives of this meeting were to (i) discuss South-South cooperation needs 
and resources based on the findings of ESCAP’s survey on South-South cooperation 
modalities, (ii) exchange ideas and experiences on ways to improve the access to available 
South-South and triangular cooperation support and resources, (iii) discuss ESCAP’s 
regional and sub-regional South-South support mechanisms and approaches in Asia and 
the Pacific that can assist member States in their efforts to build back better from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and get back on track towards meeting the SDGs, and (iv) provide 
recommendations to the global Directors General Forum. 
 
Opening session 
4. H.E. Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and Executive Secretary of ESCAP; H.E. Ms. Ureerat Chareontoh, Director-
General of Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA); and Ms. Xiaojun Grace 
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Wang, Head of Delegation of the UN Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 
addressed the opening session. 
 
Session 2: Panel discussion on the role of South-South Cooperation for getting back on track to 
realize the 2030 Agenda 
 
5. A panel discussed the role of South-South Cooperation for getting back on track to 
realize the 2030 Agenda.  Panelists were ministers and high-level officials from Azerbaijan, 
Bangladesh, India, Fiji, Mongolia, Thailand and the Islamic Development Bank. 
Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, Pakistan, the Philippines, and the United States of America 
also made interventions and shared innovative approaches for development during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and in recovering from COVID-19 and achieving SDGs. 
 

Session 3: Modalities to support South-South Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific 

6. The ESCAP secretariat presented results of a recently conducted survey on South-
South cooperation as well as the outcomes of the Roundtable on Network for South-South 
Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific, convened in March 2022 in Bangkok. The South-South 
Cooperation Connector was launched and demonstrated. This tool developed by ESCAP 
serves as a one-stop-shop that addresses the need for a regional platform that can 
document good practices, bridge the demand and supply gaps of technical cooperation 
and promote networking and collaboration through communities of practice. The Forum 
endorsed the formation of three working groups:  

 To support the needs of new assistance providers;  
 To streamline needs and resource matching;  
 To further strengthen the Asia Pacific DG Forum and guide it substantively. 

 
 
7. The key messages and decisions of the Fourth Session of the Asia-Pacific Directors 
General Forum are the following: 

 
(i) Asia and the Pacific is the most diverse region that includes least developed 

countries, land-locked developing countries and small island states, as well as 
middle income countries, developed countries and some of the world’s largest 
economies. It offers a wealth of experiences in home-grown development solutions, 
in particular in the context of COVID-19 recovery.  

(ii) South-South cooperation is a key contributor to achieving the SDGs.  While North-
South Cooperation remains important, the peer-to-peer learning opportunities 
provided by South-South cooperation are powerful tools for growth. 

(iii) Asia and the Pacific is the only region that institutionalized a dedicated regional 
Directors General Forum for South-South and Triangular Cooperation. Member 
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States stressed the need to further strengthen this unique, member-driven platform 
and ensure that concrete action plans and frameworks are created to guide practical 
actions for technical cooperation and promote regional cooperation and dialogue 
among the global South. 

(iv) Member States noted the need for greater access to information on innovations and 
documentation of good practices, sustainable development policies and 
approaches. 

(v) Member States recognized the catalytic role of technology and innovation in 
economic and social progress as well as the importance of involving private sector 
and non-government agencies. 

(vi) Noting the specific challenges encountered by newly emerging assistance 
providers, member States emphasized the need to strengthen exchanges among 
countries that have recently started technical cooperation initiatives and link these 
to experienced assistance providers for guidance, exchanges and sharing of best 
practices and experiences. 

(vii) Member States reiterated the need to improve matching between resources and 
assistance needs for effective South-South cooperation. 

(viii) Member States expressed their commitment to SSC for a strong and inclusive 
recovery from the pandemic, to the work of the Asia-Pacific Directors General 
Forum and to the newly established working groups.  

The secretariat is to send out a communication to the identified countries interested 
in leading or contributing to working groups. Based on these responses, meetings 
of the working groups will be convened to further concretize these and define the 
terms of reference and action plans for each working group, allowing the working 
groups to be functional by the fifth Asia-Pacific Directors General Forum, which is 
foreseen to be organized in the last quarter of 2023 and report on progress and 
achievements. 

 
8. The Chair delivered her concluding remarks in which she encouraged other 
countries in Asia and the Pacific to work together with ESCAP and UNOSSC and host the 
next session of the Asia-Pacific Directors General Forum.  
 
9. The Forum agreed that the Chair would brief the Global Directors General Forum 
on 14 September 2022 on the outcomes of this meeting.  
 
 

 
******* 

 


