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1. Background 
 

To meet the urgent and evolving statistical demands stemming from the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, the Committee on Statistics endorsed a collective vision and framework for action1 in 
2016, taking a holistic approach towards strengthening statistical capacity. To translate the collective 
vision for Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific, the ESCAP Committee on Statistics 
endorsed the Implementation Plan for the Regional Strategy to Improve Population and Social 
Statistics in Asia and the Pacific in December 2016 and agreed to establish a Regional Steering Group 
to oversee it.2 In 2017, the Regional Steering Group on Population and Social Statistics (RSG-PSS) was 
established. The RSG-PSS is responsible for ensuring progress towards the vision articulated in the 
Regional Strategy, "…the countries of Asia and the Pacific have the capacity to produce, disseminate 
and use the core set of population and social statistics3 by 2030", as well as achieving the Regional 
Strategy's three Goals, namely 1) enabling policy environment to maintain demand and support, 2) 
improving availability and quality of disaggregated statistics, 3) enhancing data accessibility, analysis, 
interpretation and use. Representation on the RSG-PSS is from senior statisticians and experts from 
28 member States and 10 international agencies4.  
 
The RSG-PSS first met in August 2017, reviewed its mandates, identified priority issues and specific 
modalities to advance implementation of the Regional Strategy, and formulated a work plan.5 
Successive efforts of the secretariat and several RSG-PSS members resulted in the development and 
implementation of a tool, Every Policy is Connected (EPiC), which contributed to advancing towards 
Goal 1 of the Regional Strategy.6 
 
At its second meeting in July 2019, the RSG-PSS reviewed the progress of work, decided on two priority 
activities under each Goal and supported trialling the application of Communities of Practice, as online 

 
1 Advancing official statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: a collective vision and framework for 

action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community, available at https://undocs.org/en/E/ESCAP/CST(5)/1/REV.1.  
2 Meeting the data and statistics needs for socially inclusive development for all: proposed implementation plan for the 

regional strategy to improve population and social statistics in Asia and the Pacific, available at 
https://undocs.org/en/E/ESCAP/CST(5)/3.  

3 Core set of population and social statistics for Asia and the Pacific, available at 
https://undocs.org/en/E/ESCAP/CST(3)/5/Add.1.  

4  Afghanistan, Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, 
Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Russia, Samoa, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Vanuatu, and Viet Nam are member countries; and member agencies 
include the ILO, IOM, SPC, UNESCO, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNSD, UN Women, and World Bank. 

5 Report of the first meeting of Regional Steering Group on Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific, available 
at https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/PSS%20RSG%20meeting%20report_28-31Aug%202017.pdf.  

6 https://www.unescap.org/our-work/statistics/EPIC. 

https://undocs.org/en/E/ESCAP/CST(5)/1/REV.1
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https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/PSS%20RSG%20meeting%20report_28-31Aug%202017.pdf
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learning platforms to enhance the functionality and efficiency of the Group.7 Successive efforts of the 
secretariat and a number of RSG-PSS members, inter alia, resulted in further development of EPiC, the 
establishment of the Data Integration Community of Practice and development of the Asia-Pacific 
Guidelines to Data Integration for Official Statistics. 

 
2. Objectives of the meeting 
 

Quality, timely, reliable, and disaggregated data are critical for measuring the achievement of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 20218, the most 
recent flagship publication from ESCAP, highlights that 80 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
indicators in the Asia-Pacific region lack sufficient data to track progress, while 39 indicators remain 
with no data. Additionally, the report indicates that disaggregated data for the region are only 
available for 27 indicators. Immediate and urgent action is required from the Asia-Pacific statistics 
community to narrow these data gaps, while at the same time the COVID-19 pandemic complicates 
the situation as well as creating additional data demands. Regional efforts supporting national 
statistical systems, such as capacity building activities, promoting and exchange of best practices, 
improving the coordination of multinational entities' activities, as well as developing forums fostering 
the sharing of knowledge and experience including COVID-19 response, and the dialogue between 
experts and practitioners, may be beneficial in this response. 
 
Two years after its second meeting, the RSG-PSS is convened to review the progress of work, its 
structure, functioning, and means of implementation and to decide on the way forward. 
 
The main objectives of the meeting are: 

- Review the progress of the Regional Strategy and decide on future priority areas and activities, 
including the implications of the COVID-19 pandemic and its aftermath; 

- Revisit the Terms of Reference for the RSG-PSS; 
- Identify opportunities for knowledge and experience sharing through existing platforms (e.g. 

Stats Café Series and Data Integration Community of Practice); 
- Identify existing initiatives and tools by development partners that may support the 

implementation of the Regional Strategy. 

 
3. Format of the meeting and participants 
 

The meeting, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, will be organized virtually and will use a combination of 
trigger presentations, plenary and group discussion. The meeting will be attended by the RSG-PSS 
members as well as invited experts from international agencies, development partners and else. 

 
4. Main agenda topics 
 

Agenda of the meeting tentatively includes:  
- Regional Strategy progress report; 
- Showcase of existing initiatives and tools by development partners; 

 
7 Report of the second meeting of Regional Steering Group on Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific, 

available at https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/2nd_RSG-PSS_meeting_report_%28revised%29_17-
19Jul2019.pdf.  

8 Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2021, available at https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/asia-and-pacific-sdg-
progress-report-2021#. 

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/2nd_RSG-PSS_meeting_report_%28revised%29_17-19Jul2019.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/2nd_RSG-PSS_meeting_report_%28revised%29_17-19Jul2019.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/asia-and-pacific-sdg-progress-report-2021
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/asia-and-pacific-sdg-progress-report-2021
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- Revisit the Terms of Reference of the RSG-PSS; 
- Plenary and group discussion on the RSG-PSS future priority areas and activities as well as 

contribution to the forums of exchange of knowledge and experience; 
- Implications of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
5. Expected outputs 

 

- Draft terms of reference for the RSG-PSS, for consideration by the Committee on Statistics; 
- Recommendations for future priority areas and activities; 
- Suggestions on the RSG-PSS contribution to sharing of knowledge and experience on existing 

online forums, such as Stats Café Series and Data Integration Community of Practice. 


