
Concept Note  

 

1. Background 

Article 9 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities clearly enshrines accessibility 

as the precondition for persons with disabilities to live independently, participate fully and equally 

in society, and have unrestricted enjoyment of all their human rights and fundamental freedoms 

on an equal basis with others. 

 

Although Asia and the Pacific region has experienced a tremendous economic and social 

development for decades, persons with disabilities have been marginalized due to lack of access 

to social and community resources.  Inaccessible environment hinders persons with disabilities 

from opportunities of living in community and education, medication, work and employment, 

leisure and recreational activities, public and political life and adequate standard of living.   

 

Throughout the three regional decades since 1993, achieving accessible environment has been 

one of the key priorities in its implementation agenda. The goal 3 of the Incheon Strategy on 

accessibility states, “Access to the physical environment, public transportation, knowledge, 

information and communication is a precondition for persons with disabilities to fulfil their rights 

in an inclusive society.”  

 

It is noted many countries in this region have established laws that includes the improvement of 

accessibility, especially public buildings and transportation.  However, its implementation is still a 

big challenge: poor strategy, under budget, less knowledge and skill, and poor commitment and 

awareness among stakeholders.   

 

Looking at successful cases, it is found that OPDs play significant roles to raise awareness, 

encourage other stakeholders and influence decision makers effectively at national and local 

levels.  Good practices of such OPDs should be deeply analyzed and replicated in other parts of 

the region. 

 

This side event will focus on accessibility of public transportation and the involvement of OPDs.  

Representatives of OPDs from various countries in the region will discuss a view on accessibility 

of public transportation, to make the right real, including right to independent living. 

 

 

2. Objectives and themes 

Against this background, Disabled Peoples’ International Asia Pacific and DPI-Japan are co-

organizing an online side event with the following objectives: 

 

a. To disseminate good practices of improving accessibility in public transportation sector, 

especially with active involvement of OPDs; and 

 



b. To raise awareness among different stakeholders, including OPDs, CSOs and governments, 

of the disability-inclusive development in public transportation. 

 

3. Target audience 

The side event aims to involve participants from the following groups: 

 

• ESCAP members and associate members, including representatives from ministries 

responsible for disability policies, social affairs, public transportation and construction; 

• Organizations of persons with disabilities; 

• Other civil society organizations, as well as private sector entities; and 

• United Nations Country Teams and other UN bodies with a responsibility to support and 

promote disability inclusion and/or public transport. 

 

4. Format and modalities 

a. Opening remark 

On behalf of co-organizers, Ms. Midori Hirano, Chairperson of DPI-Japan, will deliver a 

short remark on the importance of OPDs in the disability-inclusive development in any 

countries, regardless of social, economic and cultural differences. 

 

b. Reports from various countries 

Representatives of OPDs from Pakistan, Thailand, the Republic of Korea and Japan will 

share good practices of their involvement in making public transportation accessible. 

 

c. Concluding remark 

For wrap-up, Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay, former Regional Development Officer of DPIAP, 

will make a concluding remark stating a series of achievement and challenges remained 

in Asia and the Pacific Region. 

 

5. Contact for further information 

Yukiko Nakanishi, DPI-Japan           office@dpi-japan.org 


