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BACKGROUND

• The 7th Governing Council of the South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme

(SACEP) in April 1998 at the capital of Republic of Maldives, Malé, adopted the Declaration

naming it as the “Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its Likely

Transboundary Effects for South Asia (Malé Declaration)”.

• It is an intergovernmental regional cooperation network in South Asia to address regional

air pollution issues through regional cooperation, capacity building, information sharing, etc.

• The main objective of the Malé Declaration is to aid the process of providing a clean

environment through clean air.

• Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka are the members

of the Malé Declaration network.

• The Intergovernmental Meeting (IG) constituted from the National Focal Points (NFP) and

National Implementing Agencies (NIP) is the main decision-making body for approval of

work plan and policy decisions.



MAJOR 
ACTIVITIES AND 
PROGRESS

Activities of the Malé 
Declaration were 
implemented in Phases

Phases Objectives/Activities 

Phase - I 

(1999-2001)

1. Preparation of base lines studies

2. Preparation of action plans reflecting the national priorities    

Phase – II 

(2002-2004)

1. Establishing and strengthening national monitoring facilities.

2. Building national capacities for monitoring and analysis.

3. Study transboundary impacts of air pollution

Phase – III 

(2005-2008)

1. Strengthen the regional cooperation.

2. Strengthen the national capacity building on monitoring and analysis.

3. Enhance national capacity on emission inventory development and 

Integrated Assessment Modeling.

4. Enhance national capacities on impact assessment.

5. Provide decision support information for policy formulation and 

mitigation.

6. Raise awareness for action through targeted dissemination

Phase – IV 

(2009-2013)

1. Strengthen Regional Cooperation and move towards developing a 

regional agreement.

2. Strengthen air pollution monitoring network with high quality monitoring

3. Enhance impact assessment capacity of national institutions and assess 

air pollution impacts in the participating countries.

4. Enhance national capacity on emission inventory development, 

atmospheric transfer of pollutants and Integrated Assessment Modeling

5. Assist member countries in development of air pollution reduction 

policies

6. Raise awareness for action on air pollution issues through targeted 

dissemination



MAJOR 
ACTIVITIES AND 

PROGRESS

Phases Objectives/Activities 

Phase – V 

(2014-2016)

1. Continuing the objectives of the Phase-IV

2. Promotion of policy measures to control emissions of air pollution 

including short-lived climate forcers (SLCFs) in South Asia

Phase – VI 

(2017-2020)

1. Continue the objectives of Phase IV and V.

2. Enhance and strengthen air pollution monitoring (including SLCPs), 

emission inventory and modeling, impact studies and awareness-

raising to facilitate science-based political decision-making.

3. Improve air pollution assessment and promote mitigation measures 

and emission control. 

4. Exchange information and review member countries policies, 

scientific activities and technical measures to reduce transboundary 

impacts.

5. Continue and enhance regional cooperation to secure long-term 

stable and sustainable progress in the countries, ideally leading to 

intergovernmental policy arrangements.

Phase - VII 

(2022-2026) 

The IG organized on 12 January 2022  discussed & agreed on the 

draft Strategy & Work Programme for Phase-VII of the Malé 

Declaration



• Intergovernmental (IG) Meetings, 

• Regional Stakeholder Forums, 

• National Stakeholder Forums, 

• Regional Training Programmes, 

• National Training Programmes, 

• Capacity building Workshops, and Task Force on Future 
Development and Expert Groups; 

• Publication of meeting proceedings, Newsletters, Synthesis 
Reports, Assessments Reports; 

Till now…

• 15 Sessions of the IG were organized

• 7 Regional Stakeholder Forums were organized.

• 9 National Stakeholder Forums were organized.

• 9 Regional Training Programme were organized.

• 7 Meetings of Task Force or Expert Group or Working Group for
future development of Malé Declaration were organized.

MAJOR 
ACTIVITIES AND 

PROGRESS



OVERALL ACHIEVEMENTS

Strengthened regional 
cooperation on 
transboundary of air 
pollution in South Asia

Strengthened air 
quality monitoring 
network in the region

Built capacity of 
countries on air quality 
monitoring

Enhanced capacity on 
air quality 
management at 
national levels.

Enhanced policy 
formulation and air 
pollution prevention

Awareness raised on 
transboundary air 
pollution in South Asia



Strategy and Work 
Programme for 
Phase-VII (2022-
2026) of the Malé 
Declaration

Three criteria 

• Provide support in the national efforts

• Provide support in fulfilling the regional 
and global agenda

• Promote  co-benefit approaches



Strategy and Work 
Programme for 

Phase-VII (2022-
2026) of the Malé 

Declaration

- 9 Objectives
- 37 Activities 

Objectives

1. Strengthening regional cooperation on decision making, and policy 
formulation on transboundary of air pollution in South Asia

2. Strengthening Air Quality Monitoring network in South Asia and building 
national capacities

3. Development of emission inventories

4. Assessing policies, actions, and measures to reduce emissions and 
mitigation scenarios

5. Air quality modeling, source apportionment, and assessment of 
transboundary air pollution in South Asia 

6. Impact assessment of air pollution on health, climate, ecosystems, water 
resources, and agriculture

7. Capacity building on Air Quality Management approaches and best practice

8. Awareness-raising while promoting , enhancing collaboration  cooperation 
with academic institutions &scientists for the science-policy interface

9. Harmonizing air quality measurement procedures and air quality standards

10. Enhance collaboration with UN bodies and international agencies



Outcomes of 
the IG16

Organized on 
12 January 2022

KEY DECISIONS MADE

• Member countries recognized the importance and need of regional

cooperation in South Asia on air pollution and decided to revive the

Malé Declaration.

• Member countries decided to relaunch the Malé Declaration at a high

level in 2022, possibly at the Ministerial Level. Modalities of relaunching

are to be discussed.

• Member countries, in principle, have agreed on the draft of the

Strategy and Work Programme for Phase-VII (2022-2026) of the Malé

Declaration. They will review the draft within 2 weeks from 12 January

2022 and will share the reviews with Secretariat to revise it.

• Member countries recognized the linkages between air pollution and

climate change and agreed to include air pollution and climate change

in the scope of work of the Malé Declaration.

• Member countries agreed to review the structure of the Malé

Declaration including the location of the Secretariat and consider an

appropriate inter-governmental framework that could support further

development of the Malé Declaration and would take forward for an

Agreement for strengthening the Malé Declaration.



Opportunities

Regional cooperation on air pollution and climate 
change

Implementation of regional projects under the 
framework of the Malé Declaration

Collaboration and  partnership with UN 
Organizations and Intergovernmental Organizations

Regional capacity building

Awareness raising

Sharing information and technologies

Setting regional policies and guidelines for air 
pollution mitigation



Thank you for your kind attention

Member countries of the Malé 
Declaration are invited for comments 
and suggestion  


