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1. Maritime transport  in the Asia-Pacific region
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 More than 80% of world trade is transported by sea
 Asia-Pacific region accounts for 59% discharging and 40% loading

Source: “Review of Maritime Transport 2021”, UNCTAD, 2021.

International maritime trade 2019–2020, by type of cargo, country group and region



1. Maritime transport  in the Asia-Pacific region
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World top 30 container ports

 20 of the world's top 30 container ports are 
located in Asia. Asia's share of global 
container port traffic was 56.1% in 2020

 Asia is the core of global maritime routes: 
Trans-Pacific route, Asia-Northern Europe 
and Mediterranean route

 The Asia-Pacific region also has a dominant 
position in major shipping activities, such as 
shipbuilding, ship owning and ship scrapping 
industries



5

2. Traditional and new challenges 

1) Bridging the maritime connectivity gap for a more inclusive growth 

LSCI: Big difference between Asia and the Pacific 
Pacific: Vicious cycle of low traffic volume and unstable service
Pacific island countries' international maritime transport networks are linked 

mainly in Northeast Asia, Australia and New Zealand
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2. Traditional and new challenges 

Decarbonization: Mandate of the International 
Shipping 
Response to environmental regulations: Driven by 

IMO
- Sulphur Cap: Implemented from 2020  
- BWMC: Two-year grace period from 2022 to 2024 for 

operating ships only
- GHG reduction(2030-2050): GHG emissions from 

international shipping by at least 50 per cent by 2050 
based on the 2008 emission levels.

Challenges: lack of investment resources, 
technological gap, insufficient institutional and legal 
framework and lack of human capacity

2) Ensuring resilience and environmental sustainability of the 
maritime and port services (1/2)



7

2. Traditional and new challenges 

2) Ensuring resilience and environmental sustainability of the 
maritime and port services (2/2)

 Innovative initiatives and practices in decarbonizing shipping: Green 
Shipping Corridors 

 Background: At COP26 (Nov 2021, Glasgow, UK) 24 nations signed on to
the Clydebank Declaration, pledging to act collectively to demonstrate by
2025 the viability of multiple green shipping corridors

Concept: Facilitating early and rapid adoption of fuels and technologies
that, on a lifecycle basis, deliver low and zero emissions across the marine
sector, placing the sector on a path to full decarbonization.

 ESCAP’s role: Support a gradual rollout of the Green Shipping Corridors
in Asia-Pacific Region



 Lack of experts and skilled workers in the maritime sector
 Not enough opportunities for education and training in maritime sector
 Lack of skilled manpower and training opportunities needed for digital 

transformation
 Aging and the decline in the influx of young people into the shipping industry
Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment
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2. Traditional and new challenges 
3) Lack of skilled professionals and gender issues 

Lack of reliable data on Maritime and port sector
Lack of data suitable for analysis and limitations in data accessibility
Data error due to manual operation: delay in building information and 

statistics system
Lack of data integration between sectors
 Insufficient response to digitalization

4) Lack of reliable data and statistics on the maritime transport



 "Regional Action Program for Sustainable Transport Development in Asia and 
the Pacific (2022-2026)", approved at the Ministerial Conference on Transport in 
November last year





3. ESCAP’s work on promoting sustainable maritime 
connectivity

Thematic areas of work: 
 Regional land transport 

connectivity and logistics 
 Maritime and interregional 

transport connectivity 
 Low‐carbon mobility 

 Digitalization of transport
 Urban transport 
 Road safety 
 Inclusive transport and mobility 



RAP activitiess on sustainable maritime connectivity
 Support a systematic regional dialogue on sustainable and resilient maritime 

connectivity, including the promotion of the development of low- and zero-
emissions green shipping for Asia and the Pacific in close partnership with 
global and regional actors and the shipping industry and,

 Assist small island developing States in meeting transport challenges and 
strengthening resilience to future shocks, which will achieve the performance 
indicators shown in Table

 Indicators of achievement

3. ESCAP’s work on promoting sustainable maritime 
connectivity



Existing systematic regional dialogue for sustainable transport development

3 Working groups (road, rail, dry port) review the regional progress along the 
regional transport network, based on intergovernmental agreements among 
member countries

 Transport Committee: Review RAP implementation performance, current 
transport issues and future vision based on the outcomes reviewed by the 
working groups

Regional Action Program: 5-year top-level transport development plan 
established by the Ministerial Conference on Transport

3. ESCAP’s work on promoting sustainable maritime 
connectivity

Working Group
(Every two years)

Transport Committee
(Every two years)

Ministerial Conference 
on Transport (4-5 

years)

Commission Session
(Every Year)

Regional Meetings, 
EGMs, Workshops



 Recognize the need for a comprehensive, long term and tailored strategy 
that takes into account multidimensional factor and the diversity and 
characteristics of each country and subregion in the Asia-Pacific region 

 Acknowledge the connectivity challenges in the Pacific region require 
multi-dimensional regional cooperation involving a wide set of 
participants: Member States, international organizations, donors, local 
communities and the private sector.

 Recognize the importance of information and data-driven decision 
making in port infrastructure investment, port management system, and 
shipping service 

 Acknowledge the need to scale up investing in human resources and 
capacity building
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Way forward

4. Policy Recommendations



 Affirm that green shipping in the Asia-Pacific region is a priority in the times of the 
urgency of the climate change challenges and recognize that in the Asia-Pacific 
region, where investment resources are relatively limited and technological gap, 
a strategic approach is needed to develop the maritime transport while meeting 
global standards and regulations

 Call on the regional dialogue to continue proving a platform to discuss actual 
implementation advances and plans of the member states and other 
stakeholders and to continuously evaluate, monitor and to support or launch 
new initiatives which help advance in the area of “interregional and maritime 
connectivity” in line with the Regional Action Programme (2022-2026).
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Way forward

4. Policy Recommendations
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