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International freight transport has been among the directly, immediately and most severely 

impacted sectors in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Sharp contraction in trade triggered by 

the pandemic has had a commensurate dampening impact on transport and logistics sectors. 

Disruptions to transport systems during and in the aftermath of the pandemic have been more 

challenging for many countries and subregions of Asia-Pacific with unbalanced freight modal split, 

weak logistic performance, insufficient digitalization and inadequate transport facilitation 

measures in place. Most of the countries in subregions such as North and Central Asia, South and 

South-West Asia and South-East Asia entered lockdowns forced by the pandemic with pre-existing 

weak links in regional transport and logistics systems. Many countries of these subregions, 

especially the landlocked countries have faced longstanding systemic issues in cross-border freight 
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transport due to technical, infrastructural, operational and policy challenges with respect to 

connectivity, which need sustained interventions and reforms.  

Shortfalls in cross-border land transport infrastructure and facilitation have adversely affected 

trade-led development prospects of these subregions, also preventing them from becoming a hub 

of the continental transit trade. Given the advantages of geographical contiguity, regional land 

transport corridors linking these subregions should be able to connect with inland production 

centers and markets to maximize reach and network strength. This is essential for reorienting the 

trade patterns into effective regional value chains, enabling the subregions to link with global 

markets more efficiently and effectively, while enabling the landlocked countries and isolated 

localities to connect better to the seaports and maritime networks and, thus, take part and benefit 

from trade growth.  

The transport sector will have a crucial role to play in the socio-economic recovery process as the 

medium for rebuilding broken supply chains. Fallouts from exposure to the COVID-19 pandemic 

are an opportunity to reassess and devise an appropriate revival strategy for strengthening regional 

transport connectivity within and between these subregions. The most important learning from the 

current experience of these subregions is to bring a holistic approach to transport connectivity and 

facilitation in devising a future road map. As the overall functional efficiency of a transport 

corridor is only as good as its weakest links, reform measures must encompass both vertical 

(infrastructure and services improvement at each transshipment nodes at ports, LCSs and ICDs) 

and horizontal (ease of transshipment between nodes with or without modal interchanges) aspects 

of freight transport connectivity. 

The ongoing geopolitical developments in Europe, involving the major trade and transit partner of 

North and Central Asia as well as domestic political volatilities in key transit countries such as 

Afghanistan and Myanmar, post pandemic economic recession and consequent reprioritization of 

development policies in many of the subregional countries may have distracted policy discourse 

on regional connectivity. In the current context, efforts are needed to sustain policy initiatives 

spearheaded by countries of North and Central Asia, South and South-West Asia and South East 

Asia to facilitate seamless cross-border land transport.  

Several transport development initiatives are underway in the subregions – such as transport 

corridors being developed under ASEAN, BIMSTEC, ECO and SAARC frameworks and 

connectivity initiatives spearheaded by multilateral development partners such as the CAREC and 

SASEC corridors. These initiatives need to be further synergized for optimal outcomes. 

With the objective of re-energizing the policy discourse on connectivity between countries of 

North and Central Asia, South and South-West Asia and South-East Asia, UNESCAP is organizing 

a Policy Dialogue to bring together experts to engage on a wide array of issues relevant for 

strengthening and enhancing connectivity within and between the subregions.   

 

 



 

3 
 

Objectives of the Policy Dialogue                       

• Take stock of important regional transport connectivity initiatives in North and Central 

Asia, South and South-West Asia and South-East Asia and identify gaps in the existing 

regional or sub-regional cooperation.   

• Explore key opportunities for promoting and sustaining regional transport connectivity 

initiatives and transport facilitation reforms in current context.    

• Initiate a regional dialogue on a forward-looking regional cooperation agenda and a 

capacity building roadmap, based on cooperation and multi-stakeholder partnerships, for 

promoting regional transport connectivity in North and Central Asia, South and South-

West Asia and South-East Asia subregions.  

 

Participation 

 

Officials from ministries in charge of transport, trade and commerce from North and Central Asia, 

South and South-West Asia and Southeast Asia subregion, representatives from international, 

regional, subregional organizations engaged in transport connectivity and facilitation, 

representatives from multilateral development banks and development agencies, private sector and 

other key stakeholders. 

 

Tentative programme  

10:00 – 10:05 – Welcome remarks: Ms. Mikiko Tanaka, Head, SOSSWA    

 

10:05 – 10:10 - Moderator: Mr. Ruhimat Soerakoesoemah, Head, SOSEA    

 

10:10 – 10:25 - Presentation: Ms. Azhar Jaimurzina Ducrest, Transport Division, ESCAP 

 

 10:25 – 10:45 – Panel Discussion: 

 

• Mr. Abdulla Khashimov, Head of Transport Corridors Development and Logistics Department, 

Ministry of Investments and Foreign Trade of Uzbekistan 

• Mr. Gaurav Hariom Gupta, Director, Ministry of Road, Transport and Highway, Government of 

India 

• Mr. Punya Chupanit, Director-General, Office of Transport and Traffic Policy and Planning, 

Ministry of Transport of Thailand 

 

10:45 – 10:55 - Open discussion 

 

10:55 – 11:00 - Concluding remarks: Mr. Nikolay Pomoshchnikov, Head, SONCA 

  

 


