
 
 

 

Webinar series: Lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic: Building resilience to cascading 
disasters through regional cooperation in South Asia  
 

 
Webinar 2: Pathways to manage cascading risks and protect people  
 
Date: August 26, 2020  
Time: 12.00-13.30 (Bangkok), 10.30-12.00 (New Delhi) 
 
Background 
 
The convergence of COVID-19 with natural hazards has created a hitherto unseen complex, 
compounding, and cascading risk landscape in South Asia. Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, 
South Asian countries are being hit by cyclones, floods, landslides and locust infestations. The 
capacity of disaster management and public health systems to respond to these converging risks 
will inform the recovery for COVID-19 and beyond. 
 
To address the growing risk of hazard complexities and their cascading nature, UN Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and National Institute of Disaster 
Management (NIDM), Ministry of Home/Government of India jointly with the SAARC TB and 
HIV/AIDS Centre (STAC) and  BIMSTEC Centre for Weather and Climate Centre (BCWC)  are 
organizing the webinar on pathways to manage cascading risks on August 26, 2020 at 12:00-
13:30 hrs (Bangkok)/10:30-12:00 hrs (New Delhi) . This is a part of a three-part webinar series to 
discuss building resilience to cascading disasters in South Asia. The first webinar of this series, 
held on July 22, 20201 focused on innovative solutions to manage cascading disasters.  
 
Two key recommendations emerged from the first webinar. One, there needs to be a paradigm 
shift from considering only short- and medium-term risk management to long-term understanding 
and addressal of cascading and systemic risks to support resilience building efforts. Two, the 
sub-region needs to prioritize building new and complex disaster risk scenarios supported by 
integrated approaches for risk assessments to address these risks.  
 
The second webinar of the series will take forward these recommendations. At present, South 
Asia presents three cascading risk scenarios – 1) climate extremes – floods, cyclone, landslides 
and drought given critical socio-economic vulnerabilities, 2) its intersection with rapidly spreading 
COVID -19, and 3) nexus with water/vector borne diseases. Responding to these complex 
scenarios and protecting vulnerable people has posed unprecedented challenges.  
 
Addressing these challenges calls for integrating health and disaster risk reduction strategies but, 
a limited knowledge base of how risks are compounded and a limited interdisciplinary interaction 
between health and other sectors prevent the full and sustained integration of health and disaster 
risk reduction strategies. Building multiple and complex risk scenarios that take the converging 
biological and natural hazard risks into account will strengthen the much-needed systematic 
integration of health considerations into disaster risk reduction policies. In the era of COVID-19, 
developing the next generation of integrated risk scenarios will build a resilient South Asia that is 
prepared to face complex and cascading challenges and protect both lives and livelihoods.  
 
Objectives and content 
 
ESCAP, NIDM, STAC and BCWC have substantial experience from working disaster, climate 
risks and health issues  and are jointly organizing a series of webinars titled “Lessons from the 
COVID-19 pandemic: Building resilience to cascading disasters through regional cooperation in 
South Asia.”  
 

 
1 https://youtu.be/pRdsRoYaIc8 

https://youtu.be/pRdsRoYaIc8


 
 

 

This second webinar in the series aims to bring together the hazard science community and the 
health science community in the context of assessing and understanding the challenges and 
success in building short term and long term scenarios for cascading risks to inform policy making 
in multiple economic and social sectors. 
 
It will articulate the pathways from disaster risk management and public health perspectives to 
arrive at the operational mechanisms to address cascading risk scenarios and protect the people.,    
 
Target audience 
 
This webinar aims to engage ESCAP members especially those from South Asia, representatives 
from ministries responsible for disaster risk management, health, planning and other concerned 
ministries, and UNCTs and other entities with a responsibility to support and promote COVID-19 
Recovery framework. The webinar will also be open to government representatives and non-
government experts working in the areas of SDG implementation, resilience, and recovery to 
ensure a coherent and integrated discussion on the SDGs and human well-being. 
 
Discussion points and guiding questions 
 

1. What are the operational mechanisms including the knowledge and innovations to 
address the uncertainties of managing cascading risks?  
 

2.  What are some good practices in risk analytics and building integrated risk scenarios in 
the sub-region that are being used to address the cascading risks emerging from COVID-
19 and concurrent disasters? 

 
3. How can countries in South Asia use existing and new sub-regional cooperation to 

strengthen the integration of multiple hazards, both natural and biological for overall 
resilience building that also prioritize the needs of the most socially and economically 
vulnerable populations?  

 
Background documents: 

 
1. Policy study: Developing complex risk scenarios to manage cascading risks and protect 

people (DRAFT) 
[https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-lessons-covid-19-pandemic-building-
resilience-cascading-disasters-through] 
 

2. Policy brief: When crises converge: Responding to natural disasters in South Asia during 
Covid-19 
[https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20brief_when%20crises%20converge
_v1%20%284%29.pdf] 
 

3. Policy study: Protecting the most vulnerable to cascading risks from climate extremes and 
the COVID-19 in South Asia 
[https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20study-
climate%20hazards%20during%20the%20pandemic_final_v6%20%284%29.pdf]  
 

4. Policy study: COVID-19 and South Asia: National Strategies and Subregional Cooperation 
for Accelerating Inclusive, Sustainable and Resilient Recovery 
https://www.unescap.org/resources/covid-19-and-south-asia-national-strategies-and-
subregional-cooperation-accelerating 
 

5. Blog: A cascade of COVID-19 and climate extremes call for new algorithms to protect at-
risk communities https://www.unescap.org/blog/cascade-covid-19-and-climate-extremes-
call-new-algorithms-protect-risk-communities 

https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-lessons-covid-19-pandemic-building-resilience-cascading-disasters-through
https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-lessons-covid-19-pandemic-building-resilience-cascading-disasters-through
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20brief_when%20crises%20converge_v1%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20brief_when%20crises%20converge_v1%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20study-climate%20hazards%20during%20the%20pandemic_final_v6%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20study-climate%20hazards%20during%20the%20pandemic_final_v6%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/resources/covid-19-and-south-asia-national-strategies-and-subregional-cooperation-accelerating
https://www.unescap.org/resources/covid-19-and-south-asia-national-strategies-and-subregional-cooperation-accelerating
https://www.unescap.org/blog/cascade-covid-19-and-climate-extremes-call-new-algorithms-protect-risk-communities
https://www.unescap.org/blog/cascade-covid-19-and-climate-extremes-call-new-algorithms-protect-risk-communities


 
 

 

 
 


