
 

    

WEBINAR SERIES  ON ACC ELERATING CRO SS -BO RDER PAPERLESS  
T RADE FACI L ITATION  

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Asia-Pacific region has increased the implementation of digital 

trade facilitation measures and sought to improve efficiency of cross-border trade operations. For example, 

the Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific1 , 

developed by member States of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP), entered into force in February 2021. However, remaining shortcomings, including 

inadequate infrastructure, operational inefficiency, fragmented digital infrastructure, and lack of 

streamlined practices for trade facilitation and cross-border paperless trade, still constrain resilience and 

may pose challenge in fast post-pandemic recovery in the region.2 

To help the region moving forward in accelerating trade digitalization, ESCAP, Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) and International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), and with the support of United Nations Network 

of Experts for Paperless Trade and Transport in Asia and the Pacific (UNNExT) jointly organize a webinar 

Series on accelerating cross-border paperless trade facilitation. The webinar series intends to raise 

awareness of public and private sector stakeholders on issues and challenges in adopting cross-border 

paperless trade and share knowledge on enablers for cross-border paperless trade as well as good practices 

in trade digitalization.  

The webinar series, comprising several independent webinars, covers emerging issues and trends related to 

facilitation of cross-border paperless trade, including digitalized exchange of import and export supporting 

documents, intelligent information sharing, use of advanced technologies for procedural harmonization and 

simplification, enhanced private-public sector cooperation under digital trade environment, etc. 

The webinar series will be organized from July to December 2021, starting with the first webinar on Single 

Window interoperability on 7 July 2021. Each webinar will feature several speakers and panelists to share 

their expertise and experience in topics being covered. It is open to any interested stakeholders with no 

registration fee.   

More details on the webinar series, including topics and registration, can be found HERE.  

 
1 https://www.unescap.org/resources/framework-agreement-facilitation-cross-border-paperless-trade-asia-and-
pacific  
2 The Asia-Pacific region’s responses and challenges to COVID-19 pandemic were identified in a number of 
publications, including Trade Facilitation in Times of Crisis and Pandemic: Practices and Lessons from the Asia-
Pacific https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/trade-facilitation-times-crisis-and-pandemic-practices-and-lessons-asia-
pacific 
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