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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply 
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning 
the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the maps in this publication do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Mention of firm names and commercial products does not imply the endorsement of the United 
Nations.

The term “ESCAP region” in this publication refers to the group of countries and territories/areas 
comprising: Afghanistan; American Samoa; Armenia; Australia; Azerbaijan; Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei 
Darussalam; Cambodia; China; Cook Islands; Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Fiji; French Polynesia; 
Georgia; Guam; Hong Kong, China; India; Indonesia; Iran (Islamic Republic of); Japan; Kazakhstan; 
Kiribati; Kyrgyzstan; Lao People’s Democratic Republic; Macao, China; Malaysia; Maldives; Marshall 
Islands; Micronesia (Federated States of); Mongolia; Myanmar; Nauru; Nepal; New Caledonia; New 
Zealand; Niue; Northern Mariana Islands; Pakistan; Palau; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Republic 
of Korea; Russian Federation; Samoa; Singapore; Solomon Islands; Sri Lanka; Tajikistan; Thailand; 
Timor-Leste; Tonga; Turkey; Turkmenistan; Tuvalu; Uzbekistan; Vanuatu; and Viet Nam.

The term “developing ESCAP region” in this publication excludes Australia, Japan, New Zealand and 
North and Central Asian economies from the above-mentioned grouping. Non-regional members 
of ESCAP are France, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and the United States of America.

The term “East and North-East Asia” in this publication refers collectively to: China; Hong Kong, 
China; Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Japan; Macao, China; Mongolia; and Republic of Korea.

The term “North and Central Asia” in this publication refers collectively to Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

The term “Central Asian countries” in this publication refers collectively to Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

The term “Pacific” in this publication refers collectively to American Samoa, Australia, Cook Islands, 
Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.
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The term “South and South-West Asia” in this publication refers collectively to Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Turkey.

The term “South-East Asia” in this publication refers collectively to Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste and Viet Nam.

The term “countries with special needs” in this publication refers collectively to least developed 
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States in the Asia-Pacific 
region as indicated below.

13 least developed countries

Afghanistan,* Bangladesh, Bhutan,* Cambodia, Kiribati,** Lao People’s Democratic Republic,* 
Myanmar, Nepal,* Samoa,** Solomon Islands,** Timor-Leste,** Tuvalu** and Vanuatu**
(*also a landlocked developing country, **also a small island developing State);

12 landlocked developing countries

Afghanistan,* Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bhutan,* Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic,* Mongolia, Nepal,* Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.
(*also a least developed country)

16 small island developing States

Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati,* Maldives, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated
States of ), Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,* Solomon Islands,*
Timor-Leste,* Tonga, Tuvalu* and Vanuatu.*
(*also a least developed country)

Values are in United States dollars unless specified otherwise.

The term “billion” signifies a thousand million. The term “trillion” signifies a million million.
Reference to “tons” indicates metric tons.

In the tables, two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported, a 
dash (–) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible, and a blank indicates that the item is not 
applicable.

In dates, a hyphen (-) is used to signify the full period involved, including the beginning and end 
years, and a stroke (/) indicates a crop year, fiscal year or plan year.

Bibliographical and other references have, wherever possible, been verified. The United Nations 
bears no responsibility for the functioning of links to uniform resource locators (URLs) contained 
in bibliographical or other references to the work of external organizations.


