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1. Development Priorities 

 

 

Strengthen economic statistics 
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2.  BACKGROUND 
SPC, a major TA provider in the Pacific has 2 economic statisticians who 
collaborate with OCO, PFTAC, ABS, UN and Statistics NZ to provide technical 
assistance through in-country visits, attachments, workshops and trainings 
and South-South facilitation to many of SPCs 22-member countries. SPC also 
does capacity supplementation. SPCs program is guided by the TYPSS which is 
currently in its 2nd Phase (2015‐ 2017). Currently SPC is providing assistance to 
PICTs in (they align well to RPES): 
- NSDS 
- International Merchandise Trade Statistics 
- Business Statistics including setting-up of the BR 
- Prices 
- Work on harmonisation of statistical concepts, classifications and systems 
- Household Income and Expenditure Survey  
- Agriculture statistics 
- 2020 Round of Pacific Population and Housing Censuses (2015-2024) 
- All other: Making greater use of Administrative Data, Supply and Use 
 Framework, Tourism statistics, CRVS, Education and DHS 
- Dissemination 
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3 Progress mostly since 2013 and 

what’s planned 
 3.1  National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) 

  

- Countries with completed NSDS 
-  Samoa, Solomon Islands and Cook Islands already launched 
- Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea (PNG) waiting to be launched 

  
- Work in progress 
 - Tonga yet to consolidate its sectoral assessments into a national  
  report  
 - NSDS under development in Fiji.  
 
 - To do 
 Countries that have shown interest in the development of NSDS – yet to 
 confirm: 
  - Federated States of Micronesia 
 - Nauru 
 - Tuvalu. 
  5 

3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.2  INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE STATISTICS 
– Provision of Technical Assistance continues.  

– SPC was one of the facilitators at the week-long Trade workshop 
organised by the Oceania Customs Organisation: Attended by 
OCO-member customs officers and statisticians – excellent 
opportunity to tell Customs Departments, statistical data needs. 

Work in progress 

A Pacific IMTS compilation guide is in progress. 

To do: 

– Continue providing TA 

– Continue dialogue with the technical partners, in particular with 
the Oceania Customs Organisation and the Statistics New 
Zealand 

– A training program on trade compilation and index to be held in 
Guam for the North Pacific Island in November 
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3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.3 Business Statistics including setting-up of the 
 BR 
- Business register set-up completed in PNG, Tonga and Vanuatu 

– All three countries were attached to Fiji Bureau of Statistics 

– Technical Training Workshop in Business Statistics held in Suva 
from 4‐15 November 2013: Fiji, Samoa, PNG, Solomon Is, 
Vanuatu and Tonga attended 

- National industrial classifications completed for PNG, Tonga and 
 Vanuatu 

- Business Census questionnaires completed for PNG and Vanuatu 

 

To do: 

- Business questionnaires for Tonga   

- Assisting smaller countries set-up BRs 
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3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.4 Prices 
 
- A new Price Statistician was recruited in March 2015. Since then and now - 
 - Fiji:   reviewed the progress of the PPI services component  
 - Nauru: new weights derived and item list updated  
 - Samoa: a] scoping mission: assess quality of HIES data and familiarization with 
   CPI system 
   b] 2 staff attached to SPC to rebase CPI  
 - Vanuatu:   scoping mission on the CPI system used in preparation of the base  
 period revision 
- A CPI workshop on item substitution and quality adjustments was held November 
 23-27, 2015 in collaboration with PFTAC. 
 Work in progress 
A Pacific CPI compilation guide is in progress, the review of which will be done by the 
Australian National University. 
 To do 
- Fiji: base period revision review. 
- Palau:   mission on CPI base period revision 
- FSM: mission on CPI base period revision  
- Tokelau: mission on CPI base period revision  
- A training program on trade compilation and index to be held in Guam for the 
 North Pacific Island in November 
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3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.5  Work on harmonisation of  
 statistical concepts,  classifications and 
 systems 
- Economic activity classification:  Pacific Standard 
 Industrial Classification derived from ISIC published   

- Work in progress 

 Regionalising occupation – SPC-ABS-Fiji Bureau 
 of Statistics collaboration.  NZ Statistics – Review. 
 ILO- technical advice 

- To do 

 Regional HS being discussed with OCO 
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3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.6  Household Income and Expenditure 
  Survey 
 
SPC provides TA in designing, collecting, analysing and disseminating HIES 
data using Pacific standards. 
- Reports published for Nauru, Solomon Islands, FSM and Palau. 
- HIES Technical Working Group meeting held June 2015. Attended by a 

compiler and a user from countries that have completed HIES, PFTAC, ABS 
and different Technical Divison’s of SPC.  The outcome of the meeting was 
an agreement on achieving a set of common HIES outputs for all countries. 
 

- Work in progress 
- Tokelau, Tuvalu, Tonga, Niue and Cook Islands - field work being conducted. 
- Solomon Islands - poverty report being finalised 
-  FSM - fact sheets in progress 

 

- To do  
- RMI and Kiribati – currently planning. 
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3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.7 Agriculture and fishery statistics 
  
- SPC has partnered with the FAO to strengthen 
 agricultural and fishery statistics in the Pacific 
- Workshop was held 5-9 October 2015. 

- Introduced participants to new methodologies 
- Lessons learnt on agricultural and fishery statistics in the region 
- Resulted in the formation of a working group for the 

development of a regional strategy on agricultural and fishery 
statistics: 

- The strategy will complement the TYPSS as well the Global Strategy on 
Improving Agricultural and Rural Statistics in Asia Pacific.  

- A working group on the objectives and activities of the strategy was 
held on the 11th and 12th of April in Suva, Fiji.  The outcome of the 
TWG was an agreement on the vision, mission and objectives of the 
Pacific Strategic Action Plan for Agricultural Statistics as well as the key 
activities under the objectives.   
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3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.8 2020 Round of Pacific Population and Housing Censuses 
 (2015-2024) 
 SPC provides assistance with census planning: questionnaire design, household listing/census 
 mapping, training manual/training documentation, pilot census and questionnaire processing, 
 tabulation, analysis, and census reporting. 
  
• Pacific Meeting on Planning for the 2020 round of population and housing censuses, July 2015, 

Noumea, New Caledonia. All countries and invited technical partners attended. The main purpose 
of the meeting was to standardise core questions for the Pacific to enable standardized census 
processes and outputs, especially for small islands states with small statistical offices. The meeting 
output included the following: 
– Recommendations for the 2020 census round in the Pacific  
– Pacific core set of census questions covering standard census topics 
– A range of supplementary census modules for selected thematic topics 

  
• Census completed 

– Palau - April 2015 
– Kiribati - November 2015 

• Work in progress 
– Census cross-tabulations being done for Palau  
– Data processing for Kiribati 

• Work planned 
– Palau - data analysis and report writing training Q2-4 2016. 
– Censuses in 2016 – Cook Islands (December), Samoa (November), Tonga (November), and Niue census 

deferred from October 2016 to February/March 2017. 
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3 Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.9  All other: Making greater use of Administrative Data, Supply and  Use 
Framework, Tourism statistics, CRVS, Education and DHS 
  

3.9.1 Making greater use of Administrative Data 
– National Accounts, Trade, Births and Deaths etc… 
3.9.2 Supply and Use Framework 
– Fiji 
3.9.3 Tourism statistics 
– Fiji 
3.9.4 CRVS  
– In February 2016 a successful regional meeting involving representatives from Statistics, 

Health and Civil Registry offices from all Pacific Islands and Territories was held in Noumea, 
jointly sponsored by BAG partners (including WHO, ESCAP and UNICEF) and UNSD. The 
meeting was an important opportunity for countries to share experiences from the previous 
five years of the Pacific Vital  

3.9.5 Education 
– Work in progress with data quality assessment frameworks (DQAF) and Education 

Management Information Systems (EMIS) 
– Attachment of 5 countries held in Noumea in April 2016 
3.9.6 Demographic Health Survey (DHS)  
– Technical support to Solomon Islands DHS 2014/2015.  

• Work completed:  DHS planning, questionnaire design, household listing and training manual/training 
documentation, data processing including tabulations. 

• Work in progress:  Preparation of main report and factsheets. 
• Work planned: DHS Dissemination and policy dialogue for Q3/4 2016. 

 
13 

B Progress since 2013 cont… 

3.10  Dissemination 
 

SPC continues to strengthen its dissemination mechanisms.  The tools and projects are 
always designed and implemented to improve data accessibility and utilization: 
  
- SDD website:  contains information on SDDs strategic plan, programmes, news, 
 releases and an updated document library.  sdd.spc.int 
- PRISM:  access to information by countries.  prism.spc.int 
- NMDI: access to NMDI indicators will now strive to cater for the SDGs. 
 www.spc.int/nmdi.  
- PopGIS2: launched in 2014 as an upgrade to the popular desktop PopGIS 

application first released in 2002. Displays standard census population data, 
education statistics, well-being indicators and much more. Roads, rivers, schools 
and other feature layers can also be overlaid on the datasets. popgis.spc.int.   

- A PopGIS2 user workshop was run in Vanuatu in November 2015. Fiji PopGIS2 was 
widely used to assist relief efforts in Fiji after Cyclone Winston. 

- Pocket Summary:  Pocket Statistical Summary allows users to carry core statistical 
information about  PICTs in their pocket. Current is 2015. 
  

Work in progres 
Pacific COMtrade database: Development work is ongoing on the trade database.  
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4. Concerns 
Much of concerns presented in 2013, remain 
 
4.1 Sustainability 
SPC is putting in a lot of efforts to develop systems: worry about the 
collapse of systems .   
4.2.  User demands  
Keep on increasing e.g. a lot of requests are being made for data on 
environment – cannot meet. 
4.3.  Capacity: Very small islands e.g. Nauru with a population of 
1500: very small NSOs – 2‐3 people do all the work – which 
includes economic statistics. Capacity supplementation. 
4.4.  Funds: Most of the statistical offices are not funded well to 
carry out even existing work, so additional work ? 
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5. Conclusion 

Continue to  

Strengthen economic statistics 

 
- Collaboration: more with 

- ESCAP: environment statistics 

- ADB: Business register and prices 

- More use of South-South facilitation in the Pacific 
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Thank you 
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