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Countries with Special Needs Section 
and its previous reports

• Least developed countries (LDCs)
• Landlocked developing countries (LLDCs)
• Small island developing States (SIDS)

www.unescap.org/publication-series/asia-pacific-countries-with-special-needs-development-report



Key messages

• Asia-Pacific SIDS need to accelerate action to implement the 2030 
Agenda

• To accelerate progress towards achieving  these Goals, SIDS must take 
full advantage of their Blue Economy in a sustainable manner

• Fisheries and tourism are among the most  promising sectors. However, 
challenges must  be addressed

• While, in the short term, addressing the consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic must take priority, it could provide a historic opportunity to 
advocate for change



Ocean resources for sustainable development 
of small island developing StatesChapter I

Progress made by SIDS towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals



Ocean resources for sustainable development 
of small island developing StatesChapter I

• Asia-Pacific SIDS have great potential to 
grow. The size of their Exclusive 
Economic Zones is significantly larger 
than their land area.

• The abundance of ocean resources 
of SIDS should be leveraged more 
effectively to support their 
sustainable development.

• This report identifies fisheries and 
tourism as key drivers of 
sustainable development in Asia-
Pacific SIDS.



Fisheries as a driver for 
sustainable developmentChapter II
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www.unescap.org/COVID19

60-80% international tourist 
arrivals decline globally in 2020 

$910 billion to $1.2 trillion in 
tourism receipts loss globally

COVID-19 
and demand disruption in SIDS



Tourism as a driver for 
sustainable developmentChapter III

• Tourism contributes to economic growth and 
the achieving of SDGs

• Tourism is a promising sector due to growing 
demand and unique character/variety of 
attractions offered by Asia-Pacific SIDS

• Tourism generates employment
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Chapter IV  Conclusion

• Asia-Pacific SIDS need to accelerate action to implement the 2030 Agenda

• To accelerate progress towards achieving  these Goals, SIDS must take full 
advantage of their Blue Economy in a sustainable manner

• Fisheries and tourism are among the most  promising sectors. However, challenges 
must  be addressed

• The lack of data is a significant obstacle for SIDS Governments to formulate tailored 
and focused policies
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